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Introduction

Centres continue to prepare students effectively for this exam, though there appear to

be some messages that were expressed in previous reports that have gone unheeded by
individuals and groups of candidates. All parties are reminded that the primary focuses

for Unit 1 are AO1, AO2 and AO3 and that even then, the first and second of these dominate
- only 20 out of the 100 marks available are apportioned to the third.

Accordingly, structure, form and language, concepts and terminology remain the key
contributing factors, along with coherent, accurate written expression. Although many of
the tasks attempt to support candidates by directing them explicitly towards techniques
such as imagery, irony, tone and mood, language choices, dialogue, contrast, setting and
characterisation, there remains a tendency amongst a significant proportion to opt for
narration and description, particularly in Sections B and C.

The tendency amongst some centres to take the 'other readers' injunction expressed in the
specification to mean 'discuss schools of criticism' continues to lead some candidates down
blind alleys - there is little need for or use in bolted-on comments beginning 'a Marxist /
feminist / structuralist (delete as necessary) would say that..." Some students can manage
to weave theoretical constructs into their writing of course, but they tend to be in the
minority. In this case, the 'other reader' is the voice of the question prompt and whilst it
would be wrong to discourage teachers or lecturers from exploring wider issues with their
students, there needs to be a judicious address of how such material is best used.

For the first time in some years, handwriting seems to have been a more pressing problem.
Examiners are instructed to do their best to decode what has been committed to the page
and there is plenty of understanding about how the pressures of time mitigate against
perfect copper-plate script. However, it was often very difficult to decipher what some
students had written.
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Question 1

Q1(a): This response is in answer to the prompt 'Sound devices are often considered to be
an important feature in poetry. Discuss the use and effect of sound devices in this poem.'
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Q1(a): Previous feedback on this unit has stressed that what the stem is really after is
comment on alliteration, assonance, sibilance, onomatopoeia or consonance for
example. Remarks about rhyme are acceptable but need to be supported with specific
examples. There has been a lot of discussion in recent years of plosives, fricatives and
so on. This too is fine, where it is accurate and relevant. In this answer, hard though
they try, the candidate is not scoring for comment on ‘third person narrative’ (which it
isn’t), caesura or the volta. The eventual score here was 1 out of 5.
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(c) In poetry, mood and tone are developed in different wa . X ¢ %ﬁ?j
T T Qeeal Anomal? %&, :
Using your knowledge of poetry, discuss what you think the mo one i
this poem are and comment on the ways in which they are developed by the
poet.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate identifies two examples of imagery, as instructed, and comments
to sound purpose. The mark for this script was 5/5.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

Although the candidate does not necessarily ‘nail’ the poem’s meaning or
produce an answer with which everyone would wholly agree as regards to mood
and tone, it is plausible and there is a good sense of method. The final comment
is insightful and provides a good conclusion to this response. The eventual score
here was 9/10.
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N Results¥lus
/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate identifies sufficient themes and comments on them
effectively. This answer might have been even better if the section on
enlightenment had included some comment on the use of ‘light’ imagery

in the passage (without repeating material from Q2(b)). However, the final
section does exemplify well. Even though not everyone might agree with the
interpretation of the themes in the passage which is presented here, this is a
credible and creditworthy answer. It scored full marks.
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Question 2

ahﬂ.ws

Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

There are some side issues with this answer, notably in terms of its use and
exemplification of some grammatical terminology. It is, however, perceptive.
Further, it is @ model of conciseness - two examples are considered precisely and
thoughtfully. An answer doesn’t have to be absolutely perfect to score highly -
this response was awarded 4/5.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer - well written and involved. The
candidate was awarded 5/5.
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Question 3 (a)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this excerpt from a longer response, the candidate structures and extends
an argument in a more genuinely comparative way, sustaining a good focus
not only on the poems but the techniques employed within them and, crucially,
the terms of the task. The eventual mark was AO1: 13, AO2: 5, AO3: 18
(36/40).
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Question 3 (b)

o Mohonnieks e Rouse! (W€ also Soe G .
hoir..copmnsk. m.msm.t,w g s, WW .........

LasRuin’s. The lexicd) chnooes. o£ CRLLONRINQNCE.
fwnmﬂmaﬂmeamreaw
I-L@ewem the. puso'ummunmw g mm.&aa,k
the end of e Poem ulan he Suggests Tthe
hause had uwoallaned me) Pl
SNpOIY. from. e reodor. m.ﬂnax the. m,Ls
hope..u. the. Ctomnleoms. yerlan. %Lmdex)
‘blade. o{f LLQM fhag een. .

%Examiner Comments

This candidate’s neat use of quotations and sound, general analysis embodies, in
many ways, higher achievement. It is, in short, typical of the sort of writing which
has been successful in this exam. The mark awarded was AO1: 14, AO2: 4, AO3: 18
(36/40).
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Question 4 (a)
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Examiner Comments

Not every Section B answer scored 36/40 of course, but this creative interpreta-

tion also did (AO1: 13, AO2: 5, AO3: 18). The candidate’s sensible focus on the titles
of the poems (often neglected) is well developed into a good discussion of sound
devices. The inclusion of some additional knowledge is also a positive feature here -
though context is not being assessed, points which are relevant and which indicate a

depth of understanding tend to be welcomed.
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Question 4 (b)
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Examiner Comments

Where possible, it is a good idea to try and take issue with the terms of the task. Here
the candidate is not going to lightly agree that the best poems about land tend to deal
only with the physical. They express that view in cogent and coherent terms (though
it should perhaps be noted that ‘gothic’ is becoming a slightly over-used phrase in this
unit). This answer scored AO1: 14, AO2: 5, AO3: 18 (37/40).
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Question 5 (a)

Irony is a multifaceted term, and not all candidates were comfortable in handling it here.
'The Chimney Sweeper' was widely used, with assessments ranging from biting satire

to complete absence of irony. Candidates tended to be on firmer ground with Armitage,
Fanthorpe and Zephaniah. There were impressive treatments of 'Haymaking' and 'Shearing
at Castlereagh' as unironic celebrations of work. Some Marxist interpretations of Baillie
came quite close to being convincing.

Question 5 (b)

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded full marks. Notwithstanding the difficulty
occasioned by the handwriting, the candidate lays out a clear
programme in this opening paragraph, also suggesting that the
essay will offer some useful, language-specific analysis.
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Question 6 (a)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Too many answers to this task failed to pay sufficient (or any) attention to what might
be meant by ‘female concerns’. Here this candidate makes a purposeful start and there
is some sense of having attempted to think the issue through. The mark for this essay
was AO1: 15, AO2: 25 (40/40).
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Question 6 (b)
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Examiner Comments

Much writing about this cluster focuses understandably on feminist interpretations of
the texts. These can be variable in quality. Though there is a mild element of shoe-
horning material into this question about fate and fatefulness, there is overall a

good use of this aspect of the critical response to ‘Jane Eyre’ in particular here. Full
marks.
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Question 7 (a)
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The passage reproduced here weaves its way through a potentially complex
comparison of characters fairly deftly. This sort of approach is preferable to
entirely linear discussion which often leads to simple narration of plot events.
This essay scored AO1: 13, AO2: 22 (35/40).
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Question 7 (b)
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In questions where the task is based on an extract, the kind of

sustained attention to detail evident here is always likely to do
well AO1: 14, AO2: 24 (38/40).
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Question 8 (a)

There was a lot of interesting writing in response to the 'over-stimulated imagination'

prompt. Candidates varied in their opinions, as might have been expected. Some picked

on the minor characters in 'Pride & Prejudice' with Lydia & Mrs. Bennet being obvious

focuses. Others went straight to Elizabeth, with occasional detours around Darcy, which
tended to be less convinving. 'The Yellow Wallpaper' provided ample opportunity to extend
the argument - the narrator's extreme imaginings are at the centre of that story of course.

There was some movement into how imagination (over-stimulated or otherwise) might

have been presented via means other than straightforward characterisation, but these were
less common, which seemed like a missed opportunity. Very few candidates dealt with 'The
French Lieutenant's Woman' but there was plenty of scope for exploration of this issue in
that text.

Question 8 (b)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The epistolary style of ‘Pride & Prejudice’ features large in many answers.
This is, of course, reasonable enough, even though its significance can
easily be over-stated. Here the candidate does at least try and direct the
comments about this technique towards the question. The eventual mark for
this response was AO1: 13, AO2: 23 (36/40).
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Question 9 (a)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a very competent answer. However the paragraph excerpted,
though it retains a focus on the task, is trying to cover too much
ground and it would have been better to concentrate in more depth
on a smaller number of ideas. This said, the essay was highly
successful, scoring AO1: 13, AO2: 22 (35/40).
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Question 9 (b)

Not very many candidates went for this option, which was something of a pity as there

was lots of mileage in discussing drama and dramatic situations in any of the three named
novels. Those who did answer on Q9(b) adopted a range of strategies, from spending the
vast majority of their answer dealing with the specified extract to touching on it but briefly
before embarking on a wider discussion of their chosen texts. Both of these methods can

work, but as with all of the passage-based questions, it is probably better to aim for a
balanced approach somewhere between these extremes.

Question 10 (a)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this stylishly written conclusion to their essay on the concept
of progress as it appears in the candidate’s chosen texts, the
argument previously developed is neatly and effectively brought
to a close.
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Question 10 (b)
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Examiner Comments

This well-expressed and resourceful answer moves beyond the
very obvious (deaths of characters) and into something a bit
more complex. It scores full marks.
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Paper Summary

Once again, examiners were impressed by the resilience of very many of the candidates
and the detail of their answers. Crucially, there is often plenty of evidence that those being
examined have enjoyed what they have read and are happy to write about it. This is to the
credit of all concerned.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Address the terms of the task as precisely as possible in Section A.
Avoid narrative re-count, plot focus and solely character-driven discussions in Section C.

At least parts of the response should be on the set passage in Section C if a (b) task is
chosen.

Remember that some part of the answers in Section C need to deal in relatively close
detail with the secondary text.

Ensure that answers are based on the correct named text for the poetry anthology in
Section B.

Quote from the text/s in all sections.
Use, as a general rule, two examples in Q1(a) and Q1(b) or Q2(a) and Q2(b).

Make use of appropriate terminology in Section A.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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