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Materials

For this paper you must have:

e an AQA 12-page answer booklet

e acopy of the set text(s) you have studied for Section B and Section C. These texts must not be
annotated and must not contain additional notes or materials.

Instructions

e Use black ink or black ball-point pen.

e Write the information required on the front of your answer book. The Examining Body for this
paper is AQA. The Paper Reference is 7717/2B.

e Do all rough work in your answer book. Cross through any work that you do not want to be
marked.

¢ You must answer the question in Section A, one question from Section B and one question from

e Section C. Over Section B and Section C you must write about three texts: one poetry text, one
post-2000 prose text and one further text. One of your texts must be written pre-1900.

Information
o The maximum mark for this paper is 75.
o The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
¢ You will be marked on your ability to:
— use good English
— organise information clearly
— use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.
e In your response you need to:
— analyse carefully the writers’ methods
— explore the contexts of the texts you are writing about
— explore connections across the texts you have studied
— explore different interpretations of your texts.







Section A

Answer the question in this section.

01

Explore the significance of the elements of political protest in this extract. Remember

to include in your answer relevant detailed analysis of the ways Bolt has shaped
meanings.

[25 marks]

The play A Man for All Seasons was written by Robert Bolt in 1960 about historical
events in 1535 during the reign of Henry VIII. Sir Thomas More, Chancellor of England
and a Catholic, has refused to endorse the king’s wish to divorce his wife and to set
himself up as head of the Church in England. Henry desperately wants More to
support him because he likes him personally and he knows that the country greatly
respects More, a man of conscience and integrity. At this point in the play, More is on
trial for high treason because he will not swear the Oath of Supremacy which puts
Henry at the head of the church, in defiance of the Pope’s authority. Presiding over the
trial is the Duke of Norfolk. More’s chief accuser is Thomas Cromwell.
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Over Section B and Section C, you must write about three texts from the following list:

Songs of Innocence and of Experience (pre-1900)
Tony Harrison: Selected Poems

Harvest (post-2000 prose)

The Kite Runner (post-2000 prose)

A Doll's House (pre-1900)

Hard Times (pre-1900)

Henry IV Part 1 (pre-1900)

The Handmaid’s Tale.

Choose one of the following combinations:
Songs of Innocence and of Experience plus 1 post-2000 prose text plus 1 other text

Tony Harrison: Selected Poems plus 1 post-2000 prose text plus 1 pre-1900 text

Section B

Answer one question in this section.

Either
n Songs of Innocence and of Experience — William Blake
‘Opposition to anything that oppresses the human spirit is the element that dominates
The Songs of Innocence and The Songs of Experience.’
To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Blake’s authorial methods.
[25 marks]
or
103 Selected Poems — Tony Harrison

‘In his poetry Harrison is always critical of the ways in which social divisions are both
constructed and maintained.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Harrison’s authorial methods.

[25 marks]




or

or

or

or

The Kite Runner — Khaled Hosseini
‘In The Kite Runner, the personal and the political are always linked.’
To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Hosseini's authorial methods.
[25 marks]

Harvest — Jim Crace

‘In Harvest, the world is unmade in seven days and it is those with political power who
are solely to blame.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Crace’s authorial methods.

[25 marks]

Hard Times — Charles Dickens

‘Stephen Blackpool's “Tis aw a muddle” is an apt assessment of the power structures
in Hard Times.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Dickens’ authorial methods.
[25 marks]

Henry IV Part | — William Shakespeare

‘Shakespeare shows that rebellion, whatever its origin or purpose, is sure to result in
vengeance.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Shakespeare’s dramatic methods.
[25 marks]
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or

or

A Doll's House — Henrik Ibsen (Translated by Michael Meyer)

‘By the end of the play Nora is presented as having fulfilled her desire to be
absolutely free.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Ibsen’s dramatic methods.

[25 marks]

The Handmaid’s Tale — Margaret Atwood

‘The Handmaid’s Tale is not primarily about the suppression of women but about their
defiance.’

To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to include in your answer
relevant detailed exploration of Atwood’s authorial methods.
[25 marks]




Section C
Answer one question in this section.

In your answer you must write about two texts that you have not used in Section B.

Either

(110

‘Political and social protest writing often focuses on rebellion against those in power.’

Explore the significance of rebellion as it is presented in two political and social protest
texts you have studied.

[25 marks]

‘Political and social protest writing shows that, if people are to effect change, they
need to group together.’

Explore the significance of people joining together as it is presented in two political

and social protest texts you have studied.
[25 marks]

END OF QUESTIONS
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