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Introduction
In this, the third year of the AS English Language specification, examiners agreed that candidates

were confident in their approach to the examination. It was evident that the majority of candidates

had been well-prepared and came with a useful ‘toolkit’ of linguistic terms and concepts which

enabled them to deal with any text with which they were presented.

This year in the Language and Context section, candidates were asked to write an extended

comparative response exploring how contextual factors affect language choices in three short texts

related to gardens and gardening. In the Language and Identity section, candidates were asked to

explore how language is used to reflect and construct corporate identity in a passage from a

website promoting a soft drink.

In this unit as a whole, examiners expected candidates to show the ability to:

apply analysis across data

support this analysis with a range of relevant examples

organise the structure of their response and write in an appropriate register and style

use and apply linguistic terminology accurately

show knowledge of contextual factors and link this knowledge to the construction of meaning

apply relevant theories, concepts and methods to the data

apply critical skills to description, analysis and evaluation of a range of data

Examiners reported that candidates gave equal attention to both sections this year and in general

gave full and detailed responses to both questions. The fact that the text involved the construction

of a corporate identity did not appear to present any difficulties for candidates.

As in previous examinations, the most successful candidates were those who kept the focus firmly

on the use of language. They were precise and accurate in their use of linguistic terminology and

were able to make use of relevant frameworks and levels. They were also able to support their

analysis by referring to well-chosen examples. Weaker candidates showed looser, less accurate use

of linguistic terminology and tended to be descriptive rather than analytical in their comments. In

some cases, analysis was over simplistic and failed to do justice to the complexity of the texts.

Weaker candidates were sometimes distracted by irrelevant speculation (such as the gender of the

speaker in Question 1, Text A ) or wasted time repeating information provided in the rubric.
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Question 1 

Examiners reported that most candidates responded well to this question and were able to

comment on how the language used in the texts was influenced by contextual factors. The majority

of candidates were successful in adopting a comparative approach. This year, candidates were

asked to comment on three pieces of data related to gardens and gardening. The texts included a

transcript of a talk on a heritage garden, an extract from a 1978 book on self-sufficiency in

gardening and an extract from a website intended to help parents interest children in gardening. In

responding to this question candidates were assessed according to their ability to fulfil the

following assessment objectives

Applying appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated terminology and coherent

written expression

Analysing and evaluating how contextual factors and language features are associated with the

construction of meaning

Exploring connections across texts, informed by linguistic concepts and methods

All candidates were able to access the data confidently in Texts A and C. However the form and

function of the ‘historical’ text, Text B, seemed unfamiliar to some candidates, and in conjunction

with the slightly ‘dated’ language features, it meant some candidates struggled to identify the

function and audience. Some candidates, for example, were misled by the elements of narrative in

the text into assuming the text work was a work of fiction. However, most candidates identified

features that indicated a pre-planned, carefully structured piece of writing. Mode was generally

handled well across all texts and candidates were able to comment on the features which identified

the first text as semi-spontaneous, the second as carefully structured and organised and the third

as digital communication on the internet. Almost all candidates identified the non-fluency features

in Text A and most attributed them to nervousness on the part of the speaker. The most able

candidates were able to recognise that the transcript was fairly typical of partially-planned,

relatively informal speech which included some elements of spontaneity. Successful candidates

were able to comment on the way the writers of Text C incorporated features such as elision,

informal lexis and linguistic patterning to establish empathy with the audience. In a similar way,

successful candidates were able to comment on audience across texts effectively. They identified

the contrast between the more clearly defined audience of Text C and the general audiences of

Texts A and B and were able to comment on how this influenced linguistic choice in the texts. When

considering ‘field’, weaker candidates often had an undeveloped concept of ‘field’ as ‘subject’. This

sometimes prevented them taking their analysis beyond the obvious. For example, one candidate

wrote “the field of Text A is the history of a walled garden”, and another wrote, “the field of Text C is

a book about self-sufficiency in gardening”. Stronger candidates were able to identify lexical items

from a variety of fields within each text, such as the use of dates and historical periods in Text A

and the use of language from the field of warfare in Text B (“battle of the weeds”).

Candidates referred to a range of issues and theories in their answers. Reference was made to

Grice’s maxims, Language and Power (Fairclough usually) , Accommodation Theory (Giles),

Politeness Theory Brown and Levinson) and various aspects of gender theory. It is worth

reaffirming here that the ability to comment on theories and concepts is only rewarded with

assessment objective 4 which relates to comparisons across texts. Candidate are therefore advised

when considering relevant theories and concepts that it is best to do so in the context of

differences and similarities across texts. For example, when considering the different levels of

formality between Texts A and C and Text B, some candidates used the framework of

accommodation theory as a way of discussing the differences.
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Similarly, when looking at the different attitudes to gender in Texts B and C, many candidates found

it helpful to refer to theories of gender.

Scripts are assessed in terms of levels. There are five with level five being the highest. This script

was awarded a mark in the middle of level five.
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This candidate does two key things very well throughout the response.

Firstly, it focuses on context and systematically examines the way the

language choices of the speaker and writers of these texts are influenced

by contextual factors. In the course of this , the candidate is able to show

discrimination, for example in the candidate’s analysis of the different

expectations of the audiences on the part of the speaker of Text A and the

writer of Text C , the candidate is led to reflections on how these

expectations have influenced linguistic choices such as politeness

strategies, use of pronouns and the selection of lexical items. The

candidate shows here a nuanced understanding of how form is linked to

function in different contexts. In a similar way, towards the end of the

response, the candidate contrasts the unintended repetition in Text A,

correctly identified by the candidate as a significant feature of “the spoken

mode”, with the deliberate repetition of the word ‘grow’ in Text C, which

the candidate suggests is a way of visually representing the growing of

plants. This ability to discriminate between different ways similar linguistic

features may be working in different contexts is a sure sign that a

candidate is working at a higher level of analysis.

As well as keeping a steady focus on analysing how language features and

contextual factors are influencing language choice and the construction of

meaning, the second thing this candidate does successfully is to keep the

comparison across all three texts in the foreground throughout.

As has been stated in previous reports, the most successful responses to

this question are the ones where the candidate is constantly comparing

texts and noting differences and similarities. A quick glance at the opening

sentence of each paragraph of this response will show that each includes

some element of comparison. In this way, a comment on one particular

feature in one text leads straight away to a comment on a similar or

contrasting feature in another text. The point here is that the candidates

who were able to keep this sense of an overview of all three texts in the

foreground were also the ones who able to discriminate between

increasing nuanced variations of language use across the texts. Although

the comparative element is only directly assessed under AO4,

nevertheless candidates who addressed AO4 sufficiently also seemed to

achieve more detailed and precise analysis for AOs 1 and 3. Candidates

who analysed each text in turn and left the comparison to the end missed

the opportunity to develop the more sophisticated analysis that the

comparison enabled. A final thing to say about this example is that it is a

good example also of clarity and coherence of written expression.
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Keep AO4 in mind from the beginning. Always make sure you refer to at

least one other text in every paragraph. Remember to use terms such as

‘similarly’, ‘in contrast’,’ unlike text A’, 'on the other hand’, 'In a different

way from …’ It can be helpful to begin each paragraph with some element

of comparison.
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This candidate achieved a mark in the middle of level 4.
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There is consistent analysis and relevant examples given. There is an

accurate use of terminology and consistent awareness of contextual

factors and language features. The response also displays a consistent

awareness of connections across the data. However, the analysis falls

short of being discriminating. Towards the beginning of the response, the

candidate identifies a common feature, ‘modified noun phrases’ and

proceeds to look at how they are used across the texts. This is an effective

strategy to keep the focus on comparisons across texts. However, the

candidate struggles to find anything significant to say about the use of

noun phrases other than to identify the basic structure. There was an

opportunity, for example, to consider the use of the indefinite article in

the noun phrases in Text B (‘a man’, ‘a city’) or the use of an ‘empty

adjective’ in Text C (‘STUNNING flowers’) but this is not explored. The

candidate’s understanding of the function of Text B is flawed as he

identifies it as a ‘story’. Furthermore, the identification of the purpose of

this text as “entertaining” is a limited description that fails to take on board

other purposes of the text. In discussing the assumptions built into Text C,

however, the candidate does begin to comment on pragmatic elements

within the text and hints at the extent to which the text depends on pre-

supposition. The candidate correctly identifies certain context dependent

references in Text A. However, the candidate does not take the

opportunity to look beyond the use of the word ‘this’ to consider other

deictic aspects of the speech.

At the end, the candidate returns to an overview of the three texts in

terms of formality and correctly identifies features such as elision as a

marker of informal discourse and links this to purpose and audience and

the construction of meaning. There is a reference to politeness strategies

and face theory in the context of identifying links between Texts A and C

and contrasts between these Texts and Text B. However, the opportunity

to explain these concepts and the theory behind them was not taken

Overall, this is a good level 4 with detailed analysis, accurate use of

terminology and consistent focus on context and on comparison across

texts. The response could have been improved by a more accurate and

considered analysis of purpose and audience, especially on Text B. The

identification of the piece as a story, to entertain, ruled out the possibility

of exploring the discursive element and the extent to which the author

was using stereotypical characters in order to illustrate a persuasive point

about different attitudes to the natural world.
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Question 2 

This question requires that candidates used their linguistic knowledge to explore the concepts of

identity/presentation of self as exemplified in a short extract of data. This year, the text offered the

opportunity to comment on the creation of commercial and corporate identity in an extract from a

website promoting the soft drink ‘Equinox Kombucha’ produced by a company called ‘Flower of

Life’. In responding to this question, candidates were assessed according to their ability to meet the

following assessment objectives:

Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated terminology and coherent

written expression

Demonstrate critical understanding of concepts and issues relevant to language use

Analyse and evaluate how contextual factors and language features are associated with the

construction of meaning

Candidates responded well to this text and found there was plenty to say about the way the

company presented itself. The most successful candidates were those who recognised that the

company constructed their identity in a variety of different ways, sometimes not entirely

consistently. For example, the highly field-specific scientific language describing the ingredients of

the drink contrasted with informal language in other parts of the text (“loads of love”, “four funky

flavours”) and also with the lexis with connotations of spirituality and exoticism in other parts of the

text (“miraculous”). Many candidates commented on the methods used in the text to ‘personalise’

the company for example, by using inclusive pronouns. The most able candidates were able to go

beyond lexis and identify grammatical strategies such as the use of expanded noun phrases and

link that to purpose and function and the creation of meaning. Some candidates identified a

familiar ‘rags to riches’ narrative within the text and were able to explore how the idea that the

company had been ‘on a journey’ from humble beginnings to wide-spread success was working in

terms of purpose and audience. Candidates who recognised and addressed this narrative element

often produced excellent responses. Most candidates took the audience to be potential customers.

A few recognised that the reference to ‘shelf life’ and the repeated reference to the lack of necessity

for refrigerated transportation, suggested a secondary audience of retail outlets.

Candidates also explored the way the company sought to align itself with environmentally friendly

and socially conscious contemporary movements in order to present itself as a socially responsible

organisation. The most able candidates were able to recognise that this was being done using a

variety of different strategies. For example, by direct address, slogans, pledges and frequent

reference to well known environmentally friendly organisations. Other areas commented on by

candidates included the allusions to alternative lifestyles and the frequent claims that the product

promoted health and well-being.

Scripts were assessed in terms of levels. There were five levels with five being the highest. This

response achieved a mark in the middle of level five.
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This response shows systematic, detailed, close analysis throughout.

There is confident and accurate use of linguistic terminology and

confident handling of concepts and issues. It is particularly successful in

identifying the range of different lexical fields that are being invoked in the

language and how this relates to purpose. There are a number of points

where the candidate begins to address aspects of pragmatics (for example

when discussing the pre-supposition involved in the use of the verb

‘leading’ at the beginning of the text). The style is economic; the candidate

makes a relevant point then quickly moves on to the next point. For

example, the analysis of the use of questions in the sub-headings is

described with insight as ‘echoing’ the reader’s questions, making a clear

link between feature and function. The candidate identifies and

exemplifies the way the text uses complex noun phrases to give a sense of

‘myriad … almost magical properties’ which is an accurate, precise and

sophisticated analysis of how this text is working. The candidate is also

able to recognise the range of lexical fields being referenced in this text.

For example, a lexical field of ‘adventure and exoticism’ is identified. The

candidate is able to examine how this lexical field is related to

presentation of self and the purpose of the text. The analysis goes on to

look at other fields such as those related to ‘spirituality’. There is a relevant

reference to accommodation theory and the candidate comments on the

contrast between the occasional example of ‘youthful’ lexis such as ‘funky’,

cited as an example of convergence, with the more divergent and

alienating aspect of some of the technical language. In the conclusion, the

candidate accurately characterises the tone of the piece as ‘as though they

are having a friendly conversation with an educated audience’ and gives

an example of a discourse marker which helps create this ambience. While

there is some accurate comment on grammar and discourse, the

candidate does tend to focus mainly on lexis. A broader focus including

grammar and discourse would have improved the piece.

When dealing with lengthy complex scripts like this one, expect to find a

wide range of lexical fields being invoked and a variety of ways in which

identity is being established, some of which may appear contradictory.

Expect complexity.
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This candidate achieved a mark which put the response in the higher end of level 4. This is the

opening of the response.
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This candidate is consistent in the application of analysis and selects

relevant examples to support the points made. The candidate is also able

to take an overview of the text as a whole and recognises the way the

underlying metaphor of “a journey” is used by the company to present

itself in a positive light. The candidate comments insightfully on the way

this underlying narrative allows the company to appeal to the section of

the audience who like ‘local flavour’ as well as those who are impressed

with its international connections and the way the product “flies off the

shelf”.

It can be helpful to ask the question, what kind of story is the

speaker/writer telling about themself? This can help get an overview of the

text as a whole which then makes it possible to see how specific linguistic

choices fit in with the overall theme or narrative.
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This is a second extract from the same response.

GCE English Language 8EN0 01     23



In this extract from the same response, the candidate develops some of

the earlier ideas about the way the piece seeks to engage different

audiences. The candidate examines how the phrases ‘small artisan with a

big heart’ and ‘group of friends’ appeals to a specific section of the

audience who are attracted by the “homely, local feel” while the company’s

presentation of itself as ‘ambitious’ appeals to a different section of the

audience. In its consideration of the way the piece tries to engage different

audiences, the analysis here is approaching discriminating. However, the

analysis of the examples given could have been improved and perhaps

extended by a more precise description of them as ‘noun phrases’. The

second paragraph considers ways in which the company presents itself as

‘unconventional’ which the candidate has already looked at within the text,

but here, unusually, the candidate links the construction of an

‘unconventional’ identity with graphological elements within the text.

If there are graphological elements within the text (such as pictures, or as

also in this text, deliberately non-standard spelling), the chances are they

are related to the identity that the creator of the text is trying to establish.

Most candidates don’t comment on graphological elements, so this

opportunity is often missed.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

focus all comments on language levels and frameworks. Ensure that linguistic terminology is

accurate and precise

make sure your response has a coherent structure and that there are smooth transitions

between topics.

maintain a systematic comparison across texts in question 1 and ensure that this comparison is

sustained and well-integrated.

keep a clear focus on identity/presentation of self in question 2 and support the response with

reference to language features.

be aware that texts are likely to be complex and may involve lexical items from a wide range of

fields.

be prepared to comment on any graphological features that appear in the texts if it seems

appropriate.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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