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Introduction

OCR has reproduced these exemplar candidate 
coursework folders to support teachers in interpreting 
the assessment criteria for the GCE English Literature 
specification. 

These exemplars should be read in conjunction with 
the assessment criteria for unit F662/ F664, and the 
OCR Report to Centres for unit F662/ 4 from the June 
2012 exam series, also available on the OCR website.

This content has been selected by senior OCR 
moderators, to illustrate how the assessment criteria 
are applied, and to provide some commentary on 
what factors contributed to an overall grading. 
The exemplar candidate answers are intended to 
demonstrate a range of achievement, and exemplify 
work in Bands 3, 4 and 5 of the Assessment Criteria, 
supported by moderator commentary, which includes 
rationale for where OCR has recommended an 
adjustment to centre marks as part of the moderation 
process.   

As grade boundaries are subject to change from series 
to series, these responses have not been graded and 
are instead banded to give an indication of the level 
of each response. 

While the exemplars are intended to be useful in 
interpreting the specification’s Assessment Objectives, 
they should in no way be regarded as definitive 
answers.  
This resource is provided for advice and guidance only 
and does not in any way constitute an indication of 
grade boundaries or endorsed answers or approved 
text choices or task formulations.

F662 – Literature Post-1900
Exemplar coursework folders with moderator commentaries
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)

Commentary 

Texts

 Atonement by Ian McEwan, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley, 1984 by George Orwell.

Tasks

 1. Briony is unaware of her actions and is therefore innocent throughout her childhood.” Do you agree with  
 this statement? Consider Pages 156–157.

 2. The power of human desire is a formidable weapon and like all formidable weapons can be used either to  
 liberate or enslave. In the light of this sentiment compare and contrast the ways in which women and sex  
 are portrayed in Brave New World and 1984

Commentary on tasks

TASK 1  CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

7 (Band 3) 7 (Band 3)

Moderator’s comments:

AO1: The candidate’s writing lacks clarity on occasions, for example, “Briony’s thoughts are rather childish and 
fantasy.” There is limited specific reference to the wider text and much of the focus extract remains unexplored.
AO2: There is some address to features of language, form, structure and the writer’s use of foreshadowing is 
acknowledged.  However, unsophisticated assertions about character and plot are presented, for example, 
“Nothing seems to be going her way,” rather than sustained, probing analysis using a critical terminology. The 
Centre indicated where the word count threshold had been reached so unfortunately the concluding paragraphs 
of the essay did not form part of the assessment.

TASK 2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

14 (Band 3) 12 (Band 3)

Moderator’s Comments:
  
AO1: The essay keeps a firm focus on the question. Some slips in technical accuracy are evident and more 
conscientious punctuation is needed as well as recognition of text titles. The expression is awkward, sometimes 
chatty in places but there is a methodical consideration of textual evidence that shows some competent 
understanding. Understanding of the texts is straightforward, lacking the exploratory depth of higher achieving 
essays. The essay lacks a conclusion as the Centre has indicated where the word count threshold has been 
reached.
AO3: Alternates ideas about the texts with some more active comparison emerging in places.  Personal views are 
expressed clearly. There are some different readings considered but a higher achieving essay would always cite 
specific critics rather than make broad allusions to “ a feminist critic”.
AO4: The context of dystopian fiction is discussed as well as social and cultural attitudes.
The essay had been marked too generously by the Centre.
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TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

21 19

Moderator’s Comments: 
  
The Close Reading task had been worded in a garbled way and did not direct the candidate towards a close 
analysis of the focus passage leading on to a consideration of how representative its stylistic and thematic 
features were of the whole text. 
The Linked Texts task gave the candidate scope for considering different views and making comparisons. 

The Centre is to be commended for its meticulous indications where the word limit of 3000 words had been 
exceeded, however it was a pity that the candidate had not been able to heed the word count before submitting 
the folder as both essays lacked conclusions.
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)

Commentary 

Texts

Selected Poems of Philip Larkin, Regeneration by Pat Barker, Equus by Peter Shaffer.

Tasks

 1. A critical commentary of Philip Larkin’s poetry, focusing on his poem Ambulances.

 2. Explore how the relationship between doctor and patient is presented in Equus and Regeneration referring  
 to interpretations by other readers.

Commentary on tasks

TASK 1  CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

11 (Band 5) 9 (Band 4)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: The candidate’s writing is generally coherent and there is some good understanding of the focus poem 
shown as well as adequate reference to the wider poetry collection. In some passages, the writing is rather wordy 
and narrative rather than analytical. There is some good but rather generalised grasp of Larkin’s themes and 
preoccupations. Whilst a critical terminology is employed to some extent, the analysis lacks crispness, clarity and 
polish, for example, “Another point in this poem is that the title is not a classical Phillip Larkin trait is the title.”
AO2: Some typical aspects of Larkin’s poetry, such as syntax, rhyme and rhythm, are addressed with some 
competence but the handling of the complexities of Larkin’s stylistic choices is overlooked and overall the 
analysis lacks insight. Larkin’s use of a “persona” is acknowledged but also underdeveloped, for example, “This is 
done to show the reader that the poem is being told by a different person, and is not representing Larkin’s views. 
However, there are some remaining typical features.”
The interpretation of Larkin as a “Graveyard Poet” is a different reading (AO3) and therefore not assessed in Task 1.
This essay was moved to the lower end of the band.

TASK 2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

17  (Band 4) 18 (Band 4)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: There are some slips in accuracy and expression but the essay is structured and sustained. Understanding of 
both texts is evenly spread and of a good level.
AO3: Interesting links were developed and sustained; different readings were used effectively.  Evaluating 
interpretations had been encouraged in the task title and the candidate’s use of footnotes demonstrated an 
academic approach to recognising the views of other readers.
AO4: There was evidence of strong knowledge of genre context and period. Psychological approaches to patients 
were discussed with sensitivity and some historical awareness. However the treatment of contexts tended to be 
descriptive and could have been more evaluative.
This essay was moved closer to the top of the band.
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TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

28 27

Moderator’s Comments:

The wording of the Close Reading task has a broad approach directing the candidate to write “A Critical 
Commentary” with a focus on the poem Ambulances. More suitable wording for the task would provide a steer 
and direct the discussion towards the consideration of the focus poem in relation to the whole text for example:

How far is this poem typical of, and significant within, the poetry collection as a whole? 
or
How far are the thematic and stylistic concerns of this poem representative of the rest of the poetry collection?

The Linked Texts task was well chosen with texts that produced a successful coupling.
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)

Commentary 

Texts

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, Amongst Women by John McGahern, Translations by Brian Friel

Tasks

 1. Explore how Atwood’s presentation of Offred’s view on her own fertility reveals her resolve to withstand the  
 Gileadan regime. Pages 102–104.

 2. “I know where I live.” Compare the ways in which the two texts explore the significance of place.

Commentary on tasks

TASK 1  CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

12 (Band 5) 13 (Band 5)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: The candidate’s writing is well focused and detailed. Smoothly integrated links to the wider text are 
explored.
AO2: Alert attention to the details of language, form and particularly structure is evident. There is a confident 
appreciation of narrative perspective and syntactical variation. The significance of symbolism, imagery and 
religious connotations is analysed with assurance and sustained engagement, demonstrating excellent 
understanding of narrative techniques as well as thematic concerns.
This essay was given one more mark as a result of the confident presentation of detailed, informed analysis and 
for having a firm grasp of the allegory underpinning the novel.

TASK 2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

21 (Band 5) 22 (Band 5)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: The essay is well constructed and has a clear line of argument, making effective and productive 
comparisons. Mature, detailed understanding is shown and there is a balance of engagement between the two 
texts. Perhaps the conclusion is a little abrupt.
AO3: The texts are considered in fluid and illuminating comparisons developed thoughtfully, with a vigorous 
attention to the provision of detailed support. Different readings are integrated lucidly.
AO4: The task lends itself to context therefore a range of historical or geographical settings, social situations and 
cultural challenges are explored with perception.
This essay was also given one more mark.
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TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

33 35

The Close Reading task provides a helpful steer directing the candidate to evaluate the features of the passage in 
the light of an overview of the whole text.
The Linked Texts task is also helpful in directing the candidate to link the texts in terms of context.
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)

Commentary 

Texts

The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy, A Week in December by Sebastian Faulks, The Bonfire of the Vanities by Tom Wolfe. 

Tasks

 1. Duffy has said that “violence and evil aren’t owned by men.” How far is this explored/expressed in Delilah?

 2. “What does it profit a man who gains the Earth but loses his soul?” Compare and contrast ways in which  
 writers present society in the light of this comment.

Commentary on tasks

TASK 1  CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

10 (Band 4) 14 (Band 5)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: The poem is explored closely and discussion is angled towards the question in a cogent, detailed argument 
showing knowledge of other poems in the collection. The language in which ideas are expressed is sophisticated, 
mature and allusive, making effective, fluent use of a critical terminology.
AO2: Detailed attention to the details of language, the form of dramatic monologue and structure is evident. 
There is a perceptive appreciation of some subtleties of the writer’s choices, such as the development of the 
female perspective and the underlying nuances of the confessional tone. The significance of symbolism, 
imagery and biblical allusions is analysed with assurance and sustained engagement, demonstrating excellent 
understanding of stylistic techniques as well as Duffy’s preoccupations.
This essay was given four more marks as a result of the confident presentation of detailed, informed analysis and 
penetrating insight.

TASK 2 CENTRE MARK     OCR MARK

21 (Band 5) 24 (Band 5)

Moderator’s Comments:

AO1: The candidate’s writing has elegant scope offering fine, detailed textual references responding to the moral 
challenge posed by the task.
The essay is structured, with generally assured and fluent arguments although there are some clumsy 
expressions, (underlined by the Centre).
AO3: Comparisons are well managed and addressed in measured, sustained considerations of allegorical ideas. 
Different readings are integrated fluidly into energetic arguments opening up a range of interpretations.
AO4: There is strong address to the presentation of social and moral contexts. Genre context is also explored. The 
approach is evaluative and discerning, showing mature engagement.
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TOTALS CENTRE TOTAL OCR TOTAL

31 38

Moderator’s Comments:

The Close Reading task has a lucidly worded steer that gives the candidate ample scope to demonstrate excellent 
understanding of the focus poem and others in the collection.
The Linked Texts task shows confident knowledge of the texts and contexts, keenly aware of writers’ purposes 
and exploring characters as embodiments of spiritual and material values. 

This folder has been severely undervalued; it is sparkling work for AS F662/01.
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 1 (Band 3)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)



www.ocr.org.uk/englishHELPING YOU BRING ENGLISH TO LIFE
32

Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 2 (Band 4)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)



www.ocr.org.uk/englishHELPING YOU BRING ENGLISH TO LIFE
44

Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 3 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)



www.ocr.org.uk/englishHELPING YOU BRING ENGLISH TO LIFE

50

Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)
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Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)



www.ocr.org.uk/englishHELPING YOU BRING ENGLISH TO LIFE

53

Exemplar Folder 4 (Band 5)
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