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Below are some frequently asked questions with answers from Mary Jay, Chief Examiner.
UNIT 3

Q. Will the unseen prose texts for Section A feature pre-21st century texts?

A. The unseen prose texts may be taken from the 18th to the 21st centuries.

Q. What are the consequences if students respond to an unseen prose text in Section A which is not on their topic area?

A. The answer would be marked on its own merits although the student may be self-penalising as they have not studied the topic area.

Q. Should students be encouraged to write a plan for both Section A and Section B questions?

A. Yes, there was evidence in the January examination that the more fluent, confident answers did have a plan.

UNIT 4

Q. What is the distinction between ‘literary’ and ‘non-fiction’ for the creative tasks?

A. Literary writing is writing which derives from the imagination and which adopts a narrative approach (e.g. prose fiction, drama, poetry). It may be based on historical events, incidents or personalities and/ or contemporary issues. Much literary writing is inspired by historical events and involves detailed research for authenticity e.g. fictionalised letters, diaries, fictionalised autobiographies, novels based on real personalities and historical events.

Non-fiction writing is writing which is based on facts and could include opinion and argument e.g. reports, articles, documentaries, speeches, travel writing and any kind of investigative journalism. For Unit 4 it is important to make a clear distinction between the literary and non-fiction tasks to give students the opportunity to demonstrate variety in their own writing.    
Q. Does the word count for the creative tasks have to be divided equally between the two pieces?

A. As long as the total word count is not exceeded it may be divided between the two creative tasks in any way that is appropriate, ensuring that each piece is of sufficient substance to allow students to demonstrate their skills at both literary and non-fiction writing.

Q. Should quotations and subheadings be included in the word count?
A. Yes
Q. Does the Unit 4 commentary have to be evaluative?

A. Yes, the commentary should be evaluative to demonstrate this higher level skill for A2: however, students are asked not to include a SELF-evaluation such as a concluding paragraph which states how successful they feel they have been eg: ‘I feel that my task has been successful’.      

Q. Should the working notebook be included in the coursework portfolio?

A. No. The notebook is a private document which is intended as a tool to help the student to manage their time and to document their reading, research and ideas. It should be invaluable when writing the commentary but is an informal document for the student’s own personal use. An example of a simulated page from a notebook is included in the Edexcel A2 English Language and Literature Student Book (ISBN: 9781846902468).

Q. Should the commentary be divided into subheadings?

A. It is not necessary to provide subheadings and this may prove to be an unnecessary use of words. Students should aim to produce a comparative, integrated commentary on the two creative tasks.
Q. How much analysis of language and literary techniques should there be in the commentary?

A. Explanations of the choice of genre and references to the influence of the stimulus texts will inevitably involve some exploration of literary and linguistic choices to show how the students’ own creative tasks and the stimulus texts have been shaped and crafted. Comments about literary and linguistic techniques should not be in isolation but used in support of comments on other features. Students need to show thoughtful, perceptive awareness of the impact of significant features, not an exhaustive checklist. 
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