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Edexcel A Level English Language and Literature - Unit 4

The Coursework Portfolio

Students will complete a coursework portfolio containing three pieces of writing which will be worth a total of 80 marks:

· one piece of literary writing = 21 marks

· one piece of non-fiction writing = 21 marks

· one analytical evaluative commentary (with bibliography) = 38 marks

Literary writing can be described as writing which derives from the writer’s imagination and which adopts a narrative approach e.g. prose fiction, drama scripts, poetry. The stimulus may be an historical event or contemporary issue and may feature real personalities and involve research. Many contemporary novels are based on historical events. Fictionalised letters and diaries are also in this category. 

Non-fiction writing is based on facts and could include opinion/ persuasion e.g. reports and articles for newspapers, biography, obituary, popular science, travel documentaries, speeches, any type of investigative journalism.    

Tasks for Unit 4

Both tasks should emerge from the research and texts studied for the topic area.

As far as possible choose types of tasks that are different from Unit 2.

There should be a strong element of personal interest and evidence of investigation/ independent learning for the A2 unit. For example, if the topic is ‘The Impact of War’ research widely-read diaries, letters, journals, newspaper reports and editorials with complementary fiction. Do internet searches, watch documentary films, search for first person accounts.

‘From Our Own Correspondent’ - BBC Radio 4 is an excellent style model and source of ideas.

Many of the programmes are now available as texts (e.g. Fergal Keane) 

The non-fiction task could be an editorial or features article about the challenges of living in a war zone and the literary task could be a short radio drama which deals with the consequences of war on ordinary people (see recent episode of ‘The Street’ which focused on a soldier returning from Iraq).

Suggestions for tasks  

	LITERARY
	NON-FICTION



	Radio drama-based on a historical event or cultural issue e.g. The Plague or Great Fire of London from the perspective of fictional protagonists - must have realistic dialogue for the time 


	Editorial - will involve persuasive writing and personal opinions but must be based on factual evidence e.g. ‘Why I believe women should feel free to wear the veil’ 

	Fictionalised biography - possible to use a real person from history and then add invented characters (see Peter Ackroyd)
	Features article - would provide a more wide ranging discussion of a contemporary topic e.g. the issue of using young people as cheap labour in the Far East and third world to provide garments for European high street stores 



	Extract/ chapter from a novel - this must clearly be part of a larger work and the commentary can be used for explanation 
	Reportage – e.g. ‘From Our Own Correspondent’ - to be read on radio or printed in a magazine (see the example in EMAG September) 



	Fictionalised letters and diaries - include realistic factual detail and cultural contexts

Transformations/ adaptations of literary texts 
	Travel writing - avoid the autobiographical first person account of a holiday and write an article with a purpose – e.g. the effect on Liverpool of becoming Capital of Culture. If the writing does stem from personal travel abroad focus on a particular aspect e.g. the culture, local customs, architectural beauty.

Write a ‘Then and Now’ article: choose a resort/city, do some research into how it was 100 years ago and investigate how it is now.

Find out about your twin town, do research and compare with your own town.    
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