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Introduction
This paper is part of a suite of AS and A level qualifications. This unit sits alongside 8EL0/01 as the

other examined component at AS level. This paper encourages candidates to use a range of literary

and linguistic terms to consider how and why meanings are created in literary texts.

Section A involves close exploration of an extract from the candidates' chosen anchor text, using

this as a starting point to analyse how the issues highlighted in the extract resonate throughout the

rest of the text. Candidates are also asked to consider the impact of relevant contextual factors on

how the writers have shaped their texts.

Section B asks candidates to explore a thematic question on their other studied text and again

consider how relevant contextual factors have influenced the construction and content of the text.

This series saw a reduction in the cohort who sat the exam with a slight increase in overall

performance.

There are still a large amount of candidates who are disadvantaging themselves by not reading, or

fully engaging with, the question. In Section A, it is imperative that candidates respond to the three

bullet points provided.Candidates should be encouraged to spend time engaging fully with the

question and to plan their responses before they begin writing their answer. A further issue, that

has become more prevalent this series, is that too frequently candidates are shaping their

responses to fit the question they would like to see rather than the one that has been set. Often

there have been responses that are dominated with pre-prepared material that candidates are

tenuously trying to link to the question to the detriment of their response. Candidates need to

focus their response on the question set; candidates who solely include comments that reference

the focus word at the conclusion of each paragraph are self-limiting.

The range of texts studied has varied this series with previously unstudied texts now being chosen

and new pairings being seen. It is interesting to see how centres are developing how they approach

the qualification and the texts they are choosing to study. The number of candidates studying the

longer Victorian novels (Dracula, Wuthering Heights, Great Expectations and Tess of the d’Urbevilles)

has decreased but the quality of the responses in Section A on both Dracula and Wuthering Heights

has increased.

In general terms, those candidates who responded to a collection of poetry seemed to be more

adept at selecting specific elements of their text to support and develop an argument. Those who

chose to respond to novels, and to some extent the drama texts, had a tendency towards

summarising rather than confidently selecting pertinent material.

In relation to themes, Society and the Individual continues to be the most popular option. There

has been a notable increase in the amount of candidates who are studying both of the anchor texts

as their chosen texts in order to provide themselves with a range of options in the exam. The

incidence of rubric infringements has decreased but centres need to continue to reinforce the

message that candidates cannot use the same text to answer both sections of the exam and that

they must only respond to questions on their chosen theme.
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Question 1 

This question remains the most popular choice among candidates and generated a range of

interesting and engaging responses. Candidates who engaged fully with all aspects of the question

were able to draw on a wider range of pertinent points in their discussions.

Candidates found ways of accessing and exploring the extract at all levels. Many different aspects

of Fitzgerald's craft were chosen for discussion, which in turn led to varied explorations of the wider

novel. Many candidates engaged strongly with the impersonal visits described at the start of the

extract along with the structure of Nick's conversation at the end. Stronger candidates were able to

synthesise various relevant contextual details, with candidates using political, social and cultural

points to illustrate their ideas. There were also many interesting points made about Fitzgerald that

were both complex and subtle.

More successful responses were able to reach widely and deeply into the rest of the text, using a

range of quotations and examples with which to extend and develop their consideration of Gatsby

as an isolated individual. Some of the most successful of these focused on the effect of the New

World Wealth, Old World Status paradigm on Gatsby’s isolation and the futility of conspicuous

consumption during the 1920s. These responses also tended to seamlessly move between the

extract and the rest of the novel on multiple occasions, thus resulting in a well-crafted and, at

times, complex argument.

Whilst there were some highly engaged and analytical responses that were able to interweave

sustained analytical detail and use of critical terms into their arguments, these were rarer than

those responses that tended to demonstrate AO2 by labelling features. The most successful

responses in terms of AO2 were those that were not afraid to tackle Fitzgerald’s syntax and

punctuation and the intricate patterning found throughout the novel in terms of foreshadowing

motifs such as colour.

Candidates who were less successful failed to engage with all facets of the question and tended to

focus their response on Nick as a representative. Other candidates restricted their potential grade

by attempting to populate their responses with pre-prepared material that had little relevance to

the question. Some responses also lacked focus and took a generalised approach to the theme of

isolation across the wider novel.
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This candidate presented a strong and developed response and achieved a mark in level 5. There is

a range of points considered and the candidate shows the ability to discuss the extract and move

beyond it within the same point. Consideration of context demonstrates a subtle understanding

and goes beyond a straightforward commentary on the jazz age.
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This candidate achieves highly as they project a

deep level of understanding of the text from a

variety of perspectives. There is an appreciation of

nuance in the response that is consistent

throughout.

Extended analysis of quotations can indicate an

excellent level of understanding of the novel and

the writer's craft. However, lengthy description of a

point is likely to restrict your levels of achievement.
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This response achieved a mark within level 5 and displays confidence and engagement with the

question throughout. The elements chosen for analysis illustrate a discriminating approach to the

text and an excellent knowledge of the text. The use of context is excellent and is discussed in a

thoughtful manner.
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This response is incredibly perceptive and

thoughful. It displays a confidence in discussing

Fitgerald's craft throughout with a full appreciation

of the intrinsic links between context and

characterisation.

This candidate analyses sentences and their

significance. When discussing sentence type and

mood it's essential to discuss why the writer has

made specific choices in their language to certain

ideas.
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Question 2 

Candidates tended to achieve in the lower levels for this question due to the lack of analysis of the

extract and the wider novel. Candidates would benefit from a stronger integrated literary and

linguistic approach as comments were often descriptive rather than being analytical. Stronger

responses engaged with the development of Pip’s character and his activity during the fire and

went on to explore the references to imprisonment.

Candidates varied in terms of their success when selecting material from elsewhere in the novel.

Many candidates concentrated on the ways Miss Havisham sought control over those around her,

in particular Pip. More successful candidates were able to select relevant instances from across the

novel and consider them analytically. Candidates would benefit from a greater consideration of the

writer and his craft as often responses tend to be narrative in their approach.
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This candidate achieved a mark in level 4 for the consistency of their response. It maintained

engagement with the question and was able to move between the extract and the wider novel.

Although the range of analytical terms is somewhat narrow, terms are used with precision and as a

stepping stone to deeper levels of analysis.
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Although the range of analytical terms is

somewhat narrow, terms are used with precision

and as a stepping stone to deeper levels of

analysis.

This candidate is able to draw on specific elements

of the writer's craft and use them to explore

themes and concepts across the wider novel.
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Question 3 

Candidates displayed an assured knowledge of the text and contextual factors. Many candidates

used an integrated approach and were able to make interesting comments on the extract, drawing

on the paternal aspect of the friendship and the use of metaphor to represent this. Candidates

displayed a strong awareness of contextual factors, but at times these dominated the responses

and acted as a barrier to detailed examination and analysis. Candidates who focused on the

‘otherness’ of George’s portrayal rather than biographical similarities to Isherwood were able to

make more developed and interesting points. Although candidates showed considerable

knowledge and understanding of the texts, they were not always focused on the question. In many

cases, candidates strayed away from the focus of George’s friendships and instead focused on the

characterisation of Charley. There were some thoughtful responses that considered the

significance of Doris and her link to the memory of Jim. A tighter focus on the question would have

benefitted several candidates.
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This candidate received a mark in level 4 and presents a focused response to the question. The

candidate shows a deep understanding of the text and what Isherwood is trying to convey in the

characters' interactions.
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This extract integrates relevant contextual

information within the analytical points. It is

important to only discuss relevant contextual

factors. In this case, the candidate has considered

the situation the characters are placed in rather

than drawing on biographical material.

Take time to plan and organise your response, it's

not time that's wasted as it helps you stay focused

on the question.
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Question 4 

Candidates often took a generalised approach to the question with varying levels of engagement

with the extract. Candidates were able to discuss Tess’s conflicted nature with some developing

points on how Hardy utilised aspects of nature and the landscape to emphasise her struggles.

Candidates would benefit from greater confidence in applying an integrated literary and linguistic

approach when analysing the extract. Many candidates tended to use a literary slant in their

analysis with a narrow range of approaches being utilised.

Candidates often struggled to select relevant episodes from the wider novel to support their

arguments, with many instead choosing to focus on Tess and Angel’s relationship rather than the

significance of Tess’ indecisiveness in the novel as a whole. Candidates should be encouraged to

read the question fully, and to plan their response accordingly, to ensure they maintain focus and

relevance in their responses.

Candidates were able to draw on general contextual factors surrounding Tess’s position as a fallen

woman and Victorian attitudes towards this. Other contextual factors that were drawn on were

views towards religion and status. References to context tended to be quite generalised and broad

but were used to support arguments with attempts made to integrate them into responses.
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This is an excerpt of a level 3 response that was close to moving in to level 4. Although these

paragraphs display traits typically found at level 4, candidates need to demonstrate consistency in

the depth and breadth of their analysis to move into this level.
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This extract demonstrates how a range of relevant,

analytical points can be explored from a small

section of the text. This candidate has explored

language, the writer's craft and made a comment

on contextual issues by utilising a few pertinent

quotations. The candidate has selected material

that they can confidentally engage in and show

engagement with the question at the same time.
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Focusing in detail on significant relevant aspects of

the extract can help an answer stay analytical and

focused.
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Question 6 

This series showed that candidates were much more assured and confident in their approach to

the exam. Candidates were able to purposefully comment on a range of material from the extract

and used their analysis to develop arguments on class. It was interesting to see how candidates had

selected material from across the extract to support their points, demonstrating a strong

understanding of the novel.There was a strong focus on the writer’s craft and how themes are

developed through characterisation. Overall there was a strong understanding of the function of

Lockwood however, candidates were less successful when they simply focused on the construct of

Lockwood as a frame narrator, rather than the implications for social class. Overall, the standard of

response for this question has improved on previous series with some responses showing a high

level of insight.

Question 7 

This question was interpreted in a variety of ways with many candidates being able to successfully

grasp the significance of the extract in relation to the wider novel. There were many thoughtful and

well expressed responses to the question that demonstrated an in-depth understanding of Rhys’

craft. Many candidates were able to draw on the acute change in environment and the associated

impact on Antoinette’s mental state. Several candidates used this to discuss the ways in which

Antoinette had been stripped on her identity and the developing conflict in her feelings towards her

husband.

In a number of cases, candidates would have benefitted from a more detailed consideration of the

extract as some responses only briefly touched on the source material. This hindered many

candidates as they did not fully explore the writer’s craft and the use of literary and linguistic

techniques.

The text acting as a palimpsest for Jane Eyre was a notable point discussed in relation to context.

Other areas that were touched upon were Rhys’ biography. Candidates need to be careful when

using biographical information as there is a tendency for a response to move away from the

question as parallels are trying to be made with the text. At the higher levels, there were some

insightful readings of the text in relation to the post-colonial context of the text. These responses

were able to navigate the significance of environments across the novel and use contextual factors

to support a wide array of instances of isolation.

Candidates who achieved in the lower levels were often typefied through the generalised

discussion of context and the wider novel, typically displaying a limited appreciation of the writer's

craft.
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This is an extract from a strong and thoughful response on Wide Sargasso Sea and it achieved a high

level 4. This response explores a range of ways isolation is portrayed in relation to Antoinette and

the ways in which Rhys achieves this. The response engages well with the extract and is confident

at selecting pertinent material from elsewhere in the text. The response was somewhat limited by

the narrow range of literary and linguistic concepts used to support the discussion.
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As with other high level responses, contextual

factors are integrated into the discussion and are

relevant to the points being made. There is an

understanding that the text cannot exist outside of

its context and that these elements should be used

to enhance an exploration of elements of the text

and not stand alone.

Short references to elsewhere in the text is an

efficient way of demonstrating knowledge of the

whole text and strengthening your points.
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Question 8 

There was a range of strong and thoughtful responses on Dracula this series. The candidates

responded very well to the material in the extract and demonstrated an excellent knowledge of the

text by drawing on a varied range of points from both the extract and the wider novel. Candidates

were also typically strong at deploying an integrated literary and linguistic analysis. The majority of

candidates demonstrated skills in discussing how the threat of menace and disquiet intensified as

the extract progressed. Candidates used a variety of concepts to do this with some focusing on the

use of specific animals whereas others focused on the atmosphere created by Stoker’s use of

sound. There were some thoughtful and engaging points made about the use of verbs to add to the

growing threat.

Candidates were able to confidently draw upon a range of material when discussing the

significance of animals. There were some interesting interpretations of Renfield’s treatment of

animals and of the use of predators as a herald of Dracula’s menace. More straightforward

approaches focused on the wolf in Whitby and the attack on Lucy. In all of the responses, a strong

knowledge of events in the wider novel was evident.

A range of appropriate contextual factors were woven into arguments and tended to focus on the

fear of the ‘other’ and the differences in cultures represented in the text. Candidates were largely

successful in using contextual factors to develop their arguments and the range of features for

discussion again evidenced the level of knowledge and understanding of the text.

Candidates who achieved in the lower levels were often typified through the generalised discussion

of context and the wider novel, typically displaying a limited appreciation of the writer's craft.
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This response achieved a mark in level 5. It focuses strongly on the writer's craft in the passage and

is firmly focused on the question throughout.
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The candidate uses a wide range of terms here

with precision and to explore the cumulative

impact of Stoker's craft. The analysis conveys the

sense of intensification through the extract and a

strong level of understanding.

The candidate looks at the passage holistically and

is able to draw on material from across the extract

to develop an argument. It's important to take time

to read the extract fully before starting your

response.
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This candidates achieved a level 5 with this response on Dracula. The candidate confidently

explores the extract in depth and moves across the text to support their arguments. Context is

interwoven into the arguments in order to support the writer's choices of language and tone.
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The candidate demonstrates confidence by

drawing on a minor point from the text, supporting

it with context, and then tying it to an explorration

of the extract.

Use short, precise quotations to support your

analysis. With this extract two elements of analysis

have been drawn out of 'plunged' which shows the

candidate understands the significance of the

writer's language choices.
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Question 9 

Once again, Othello was the most popular choice of text for this question. Responses ranged in

quality due to the approach to the question and the depth of the analysis. Commonly referenced

was the concept of Desdemona as a possession and the significance of the handkerchief and its

material nature. Candidates were able to discuss concepts that were relevant to the question but

these tended to adopt a straightforward approach. More successful candidates were able to use

these themes to look at subtleties in the text and to use relevant contextual factors to explore their

arguments. At lower levels, candidates tended to focus on the roles of women and the prejudicial

attitudes displayed in relation to Othello. More successful candidates tended to be able to

interweave a range of subtle contextual points into their discussions such as the backdrop of

military conflict, the role Othello’s ‘darkness’ may have played in the events of the play and

Machiavellian nature of Iago and how this affected his relationship with his wife.

Candidates who used The Whitsun Weddings as their text engaged well with the question and found

a range of ways to explore the concept of possessions. There was an increase in the discussion of

poetic devices, in particular there was some interesting points made on the phonology of 'Take One

Home for the Kiddies', but this was executed with varying levels of success. The strongest

responses utilised features of the poetic form to enhance their arguments and to explore Larkin’s

craft, however counter to this were candidates who simply described stanzaic form and rhyme

scheme without linking it to analysis or to make a point. There was an increase in confidence in

selecting material from across the collection, however there are still instances where candidates are

determined to discuss certain poems even if they have little relevance to the question. 'Mr Bleaney',

'Love Songs in Ages' and 'Take one Home for the Kiddies' were the most popular choices seen.

Candidates, in the main, opted to look at each poem individually rather than look at similarities

across the collection. Context varied in its relevance and use to support developed arguments.

Those candidates who integrated an understanding of Larkin’s perspective on society were the

most successful. Conversely, candidates who simplified Larkin’s stance or focused on biographical

details were less successful.

Candidates answering on A Raisin in the Sun did so with varying degrees of success. There were

some very interesting and thoughtful responses on how possessions are viewed within the Younger

family, in particular comments on Mamma’s plant often explored the significance of staging and the

key themes prevalent within the play. At a lower level, candidates often discussed the insurance

check and its significance. Responses on the play tended to be descriptive with candidates taking a

long time to set up each point. This restricted the range of points and the depth of analysis.

Candidates would benefit from a great consideration of the text as drama and aspects of staging.

As with all texts, candidates need to be careful in how they integrate contextual factors into their

response. In many responses, candidates were discussing contextual factors that had little

relevance to the question which detracted from the quality of their responses. Often this lead

candidates away from their central arguments that were responding to the question.
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This candidate achieved a level 5 for this response. Poems are carefully chosen from across the

collection with a discriminating choice of points utilised for discussion. The candidate draws on a

range of literary and linguistics terms in their discussion of how Larkin discusses the significance of

possessions. It is on task throughout and interweaves contextual details into analytical points.
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In this response the discussion of poetic form is

used to illustrate an analytical point. This shows a

strong appreciation of the impact form can have

and that form cannot be discussed in isolation. It

goes beyond stating what the rhyme scheme is to

explore how this establishes tone and how Larkin

creates subtle commentary on the actions of the

characters within the poem.

It is important to show that you understand why

the writer has chosen a specifc form to express

their ideas. With poetry an appreciation of poetic

techniques and how they are used to support the

writer's ideas is a key area of analysis. However,

don't simply describe the form - use it to enhance

your analysis.
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This candidate engages well with the question and develops pertinent points in relation to the

concept of possessions in the play. It achieved 18, in level 4. Greater breadth and depth could have

moved this response into level 5.
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This is a confident exploration of the play in

relation to the question and has many positive

aspects. It moves beyond a straightforward

discussion of the handkerchief by exploring it as a

central plot device as well as an important

personal possession. The idea of Desdemona

being a possession was a common feature of

Othello responses in this series but this one is

enhanced by combining several quotes, with

accompanying analysis, to develop a convincing

line of argument.

It's important to consider any relevant specific

dramatic conventions in your response.

Demonstrating that you understand how the plot

is driven by devices and characterisation can

support your answer.
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Question 10 

Candidates produced responses across a range of levels for this question. It was pleasing to see

centres choosing different text options and combinations. There were some particularly astute and

thoughtful responses on Plath which demonstrated a strong understanding of the writer's craft.

Some candidates misread the question and discussed feelings of disconnection rather than

discontent. Some candidates who did this still managed to produce an interesting response to the

question, especially when focusing on dysfunctional relationships. Candidates were often self

limiting when they adopted a generalised approach to the question and summarised a range of

characters who display feelings of discontent. Candidates who are able to be selective and shape

material to form an argument based on the text are often more successful and analytical.

Many candidates would benefit from placing greater emphasis on the writer's craft, along with

discussion of literary and linguistic techniques, as there were many responses which did not

engage with this part of the question. There were responses across the majority of texts responded

on which did not refer specifically to any techniques and responded to the question in general

terms which restricted their level of achievement.

Overall, candidates tended to display an awareness of key contextual factors but often are not

tailoring this knowledge to suit the demands of the question or demonstrating more than a broad

understanding of their significance. More successful candidates used contextual factors to support

and further explore their points in depth.
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Question 11 

There was a small number of candidates answering on this question this series, however there

were some very strong and interesting responses on The Bloody Chamber.

This script was placed on the border of level 4 and 5. There are several thoughtful and considered

points, however the analysis lacks depth in places. Depth and consistency across the answer could

have moved this securely into level 5.
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This extract combines the key features that are

looked for in a Section B response: purposeful

exemplifcation, relevant literary and linguistic

terms used with precision, a developed argument

and contextual factors that are used to support the

points that are made. This candidate has selected

material that enhances their argument and has

expressed it succinctly, allowing for greater

development of points.

Short and focused points drawn from across a text

can help build a developed argument.
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Question 12 

Candidates were more successful this series in focusing on the question and moving away from a

straightforward discussion of crossing boundaries. Even though the cohort for this theme is

relatively small, it was pleasing to see that a range of texts are being studied in centres.

Candidates who responded on the collection of Rosetti's poetry showed a perceptive

understanding of her craft. These candidates also tended to be adept at selecting appropriate

material from the collection to support, and help develop, their arguments. More successful

responses strongly considered the notion of betrayal in the context of Victorian values and the

characterisation of Rossetti's personas.

Candidates who chose to respond to the question by using The Lowland need to be conscious of the

significance of the bullet point in the question that asks them to consider the writer's use of

linguistic and literary features. Frequently responses on this text tended towards the descriptive

which prevented candidates moving up through the levels.

Candidates who answered by using Twelfth Night, Dracula and Wide Sargasso Sea were able to draw

on a range of relevant material from the text they studied. Candidates' level of achievement largely

rested on their ability to be discriminating in the selection of material. The more judicious

responses allowed room for more detailed analysis and consideration of language by avoiding

describing all instances of betrayal in the text.
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This response achieved a mark of 20 and was on the boundary of levels 4 and 5. There is a

confident and consistent exploration of poems across the collection and a secure grounding in the

question. The candidate could have gone deeper in terms of their analysis and this would have

placed it securely into level 5.

This candidate is able to draw on numerous

interpretations of betrayal across the collection

and use them to enhance their argument. The

candidate integrates relevant contextual factors

into the argument and shows an appreciation of

poetic form. The poem is considered from both a

literary and linguistic lens which demonstrates a

detailed understanding of the writer's craft.
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Examiners will know what you mean when you use

a term - be direct like this candidate. Use a term

confidently to support your analysis.

This candidate achieved level 4 for this response. There is a consistency in analysis but greater

precision and depth would have helped move this into level 5. There is a strong appreciation of

Bronte's craft and how nuances in the text can be explored to reveal key themes.
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This extract shows how you can select several

elements of a text and combine them to add

strength to a point you are making. By being

discriminating in the selection of material this

candidate has demonstrated an excellent

knowledge and understanding of the poem.

Check your answer to see if you can enhance it.

Crossings out and asterisks are all acceptable, use

them if they can help you improve what you want

to say.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates need to ensure they are fully engaged with the question before they begin their

response. Frequently in this series candidates have responded to topics that bear a similarity to

the question but do not fully respond to it. Candidates are appearing to be more confident when

approaching the exam but are not always fully focused on what they are being asked. This has

lead to candidates populating their responses with practised material that might have a close link

to the question, but does not fully address it and as such limit their potential mark.

Candidates should still be encouraged to plan their responses as the most common barrier to

achievement was not consistently responding to the question set. Often candidates began their

responses with focus but often deviated to discuss material they were more confident with to the

detriment of their achievement.

In terms of context, candidates need to be conscious that all contextual discussions need to

clearly link to the question set and enhance their response. Biographical information that has

little relevance still dominates a large amount of responses.

Ensure all bullets in a question are responded to. This is particularly significant in Section A where

the focus of the question will be in the bullets. All AOs are examined equally in each question and

candidates need to bear this in mind when constructing their answer.

A wider range of literary and linguistic terminology applied appropriately would often enhance a

candidate’s response, in both sections of the exam paper, as this a key element of AO1. However,

‘feature spotting’ should be avoided as it typically limits discussion and engagement with the

question.

A greater consideration of structure and form would be beneficial when answering the question

in Section B. Candidates often did not fully engage with the form of the text they were answering

on and therefore were limiting themselves in the exploration of the writer’s craft.

The amount of rubric infringements has decreased, however centres are reminded to highlight to

candidates the differences in assessment methods between 8EL0 02 and 9EL0 02. Candidates

also need to answer solely on their chosen theme and use both of their studied texts in

accordance with the assessment rubric.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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