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GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Assessment Unit 1 asks candidates to answer two questions: the first based on an unseen pair of
texts; the second based on a thematic Anthology of texts. Candidates will take a clean copy of
the Anthology into the examination room. Both questions will require candidates to compare:

e how the writers structure and present their material
¢ how the purpose and context of each text influence language choices
o the attitudes and ideas of the writers and/or speakers

Examiners should first be aware of the relevant Assessment Objectives, as described in the
specification and printed in this Mark Scheme. Candidates will be assessed on their success in
attaining these Assessment Obijectives in their answers.

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate appropriate expertise in the following areas:

¢ the application of linguistic and literary approaches to texts

¢ the understanding and identification of how language, form, structure and presentation create
and shape the meaning of texts

¢ the understanding and evaluation of the importance of context in creating and shaping the
meaning of texts both in their production and their reception

e the comparison of attitudes and ideas expressed in texts.

The question tests Assessment Objectives AO1, AO2, AO3

AO1 select and apply relevant concepts and approaches from integrated linguistic and literary
study using appropriate terminology and accurate, coherent written expression

AO2 demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in which structure, form
and language shape meanings in a range of spoken and written texts

AO3 use integrated approaches to explore relationships between texts, analysing and
evaluating the significance of contextual factors in their production and reception

The focus for each question is shown by some indicative content. It is, of course, possible that
some candidates may respond in ways different than those listed, yet whose answers contain
appropriate and valid insights. If examiners believe that such scripts satisfy criteria for high
achievement, then those scripts should be rewarded accordingly. Examiners are encouraged to
mark positively, rewarding strengths and achievements.




English Language and Literature - AQA GCE Mark Scheme 2011 January series

01 Text A is an extract from English Journey by J.B. Priestley. This book was
published in 1934 and is an account of his travels through England.

Text B is a poem entitled ‘Watch Your Step — I'm Drenched’ by Adrian Mitchell,
published in 2001.

Compare the ways in which the texts achieve their purposes.

You should compare:

e how the texts are structured and how they present their material

¢ how the purposes and contexts of the text influence language choices.
INDICATIVE CONTENT
Examiners should remember that it is essential that candidates compare the texts.

NB The following list of ideas is not exhaustive. Examiners should always be ready to
reward any valid points made by candidates, even if they are not covered by this indicative

content. Points should always be supported by relevant textual reference.

Text A

Text B

Audience

armchair travellers (in
1934); contemporary
readers interested in
social, geographical
change; readers of JBP

Poetry readers

Purpose

to describe, reflect, record,
comment; now read for
historical, literary interest
in addition, to inform

to entertain, amuse,
comment on the
insecurity/vulnerability of
supposed omnipotence(?)

Structure and
presentation

seemingly casual
reflections on weather and
architecture; begins with
weather (rain, fog, sleet),
moves on to buildings
(warehouses); specific
references to Art Gallery
and Midland Hotel; ends
with comments on lack of
light

stanza 1: descriptive list of
location of puddles and
their supposed purpose;
stanza 2: list of overblown
titles of supposed ‘king’ of
puddles; undermining of
the ‘power’ of the monarch

Language

1% person; varies
sentence length for effect;
frequent use of imagery;
semantic fields of weather,
light and darkness

list of locations; internal
rhyme; exuberant
alliteration of list of titles;
exaggeration; sudden
sharp question and
answer; sibilants and
plosives
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MAIN CRITERIA FOR ANSWERS TO QUESTION 1

To be placed in a particular mark band, it is not necessary for a candidate to demonstrate
achievement under every bullet point. Examiners should therefore assess a candidate’s
work under the ‘best-fit’ principle.

Band 6 28 - 32 Very good answers: the best that can be expected of AS candidates
under examination conditions

e clear, detailed and undivided focus on the question with consistent, focused comparison
throughout of significant aspects (AO1)

e consistently accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

¢ shows good and detailed understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ shows good, detailed and thorough understanding and analysis of how language, structure
and form create and shape meaning (AO2)

e shows good and detailed understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

¢ shows good and detailed understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together
with clear and sustained comparison (AO3)

e supports and develops points consistently with examples from or reference to the texts (AO1,
AO2, AO3).

Band 5 22 - 27 Good answers that display many of the qualities of the top band, but
with some lack of consistency or thoroughness. Many more strengths
than weaknesses

e maintains consistent focus on the question with focus on comparison of significant aspects
(AO1)

e accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

¢ shows sound and clear understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ shows sound and clear understanding of how language, structure and form create and shape
meaning (AO2)

e shows sound and clear understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

e shows sound and clear understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together
with clear comparison (AO3)

e develops most important points through examples from or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2,
AO3).

Band 4 17 -21 Answers in which there is a balance of strengths and weaknesses

¢ maintains focus on the question to a large extent usually, comparing the texts in some

significant ways at times (AO1)

generally accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

understands the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

shows understanding of how language, structure and form create and shape meaning (AOZ2)

shows understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together with comparison of some

points (AO3)

e develops some important points through examples from or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2,
AO3).

Band 3 11 -16 Answers that address the question, but with a number of weaknesses
e some focus on the question with a little comparison of significant aspects (AO1)

e some accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

e shows some general understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ includes some general discussion and understanding of how language, structure and form

create and shape meaning (AO2)
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shows some general understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

some understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together with some
comparison attempted (AO3)

develops a number of points through examples from or reference to the texts; some feature
spotting; more description than analysis (AO1, AO2, AO3).

Band 2 6-10 Answers that may contain a significant number of weaknesses; may

contain irrelevance or misunderstanding

e occasional focus on the question; comparison mainly of superficial aspects (AO1)

e some inaccurate use of language and inappropriate terminology (AO1)

¢ includes some thin or sketchy discussion of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

e includes some thin or sketchy discussion of how language, structure and form create and
shape meaning (AO2)

e demonstrates some thin or sketchy understanding of the importance of contextual factors
(AO3)

e some limited comment on and understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts
together with limited comparison of a few points (AO3)

¢ includes little support from examples in or reference to the texts; reliant on feature spotting
and/or description of content (AO1, AO2, AO3).

Band 1 1-5 Answers that are little more than rudimentary and fail to address the

question in any relevant manner. Fragmentary

¢ little or no focus on the question; ignores requirement to compare (AO1)

e very inaccurate use of language and terminology (AO1)

e shows very little or a rudimentary understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ includes very little or a rudimentary discussion of how language, structure and form create

and shape meaning (AO2)

shows very little or a rudimentary understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)
very rudimentary comment on and understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts;
little or no comparison (AO3)

includes no or very little support from examples in or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2, AO3).
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02 Travel can be thought-provoking and/or stimulating.

Compare two texts from the Anthology in which the writers and/or speakers reflect on
thought-provoking and/or stimulating travel.

In your answer, write about some of the following where appropriate:

e contexts of production and reception e word choice
e form and structure e grammar
o figurative language ¢ layout and presentation

e sound patterning

INDICATIVE CONTENT

Examiners should remember that it is essential that candidates compare their chosen
texts.

NB The following list of ideas is not exhaustive. Examiners should always be ready to
reward any valid points made by candidates, even if they are not covered by this indicative
content. Points should always be supported by relevant textual reference.

Not every text in the Anthology is suitable for answering this question. The most suitable would
appear to be:

‘Always Our Likely Finale’  ‘Walpole and Otranto’ Michael Palin
Travel Blog Lady’s Life in the Rocky Mountains Heart of Darkness
‘Adelstrop’ ‘Travel Writing’

However, examiners can expect to find candidates answering on many other, if not all, of the
texts in the Anthology and, of course, they should treat each answer on its merits.

Significance of journey

‘Walpole and Otranto’ historical, cultural, social associations of Otranto

Always Our Likely Finale  personal ‘voyage’ of discovery in very familiar environment; sense
of closure

Michael Palin attractions of travel, discovery of the unusual, familiar travelling
companions

Travel Blog amusement/irritation at local sights, customs; contrast with home

Lady'’s Life... wildness and danger, spectacular scenery, attraction of Jim

Heart of Darkness self analysis, reflection on inner discoveries

‘Travel Writing’ love, attraction, youth and age

‘Adelstrop’ memory, nostalgia, idyllic
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MAIN CRITERIA FOR ANSWERS TO QUESTION 2

To be placed in a particular mark band, it is not necessary for a candidate to demonstrate
achievement under every bullet point. Examiners should therefore assess a candidate’s
work under the ‘best-fit’ principle.

Band 6 55 — 64 Very good answers: the best that can be expected of AS candidates
under examination conditions

e clear, detailed and undivided focus on the question with consistent, focused comparison
throughout of significant aspects (AO1)

e consistently accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

e shows good and detailed understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

e shows good, detailed and thorough understanding and analysis of how language, structure
and form create and shape meaning (AO2)

¢ shows good and detailed understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

¢ shows good and detailed understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together
with clear and sustained comparison (AO3)

e supports and develops points consistently with examples from or reference to the texts (AO1,
AO2, AO3).

Band 5 44 — 54 Good answers that display many of the qualities of the top band, but
with some lack of consistency or thoroughness. Many more strengths
than weaknesses

e maintains consistent focus on the question with focus on comparison of significant aspects
(AO1)

e accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

e shows sound and clear understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

e shows sound and clear understanding of how language, structure and form create and shape
meaning (AO2)

e shows sound and clear understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

e shows sound and clear understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together
with clear comparison (AO3)

e develops most important points through examples from or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2,
AO3).

Band 4 33-43  Answers in which there is a balance of strengths and weaknesses

¢ maintains focus on the question to a large extent usually, comparing the texts in some

significant ways at times (AO1)

generally accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

understands the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

shows understanding of how language, structure and form create and shape meaning (AOZ2)

shows understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together with comparison of some

points (AO3)

e develops some important points through examples from or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2,
AO3).

Band 3 22 - 32 Answers that address the question, but with a number of weaknesses
e some focus on the question with a little comparison of significant aspects (AO1)

e some accurate use of language and appropriate terminology (AO1)

¢ shows some general understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ includes some general discussion and understanding of how language, structure and form

create and shape meaning (AO2)
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shows some general understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)

some understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts together with some
comparison attempted (AO3)

develops a number of points through examples from or reference to the texts; some feature
spotting; more description than analysis (AO1, AO2, AO3).

Band 2 11 -21 Answers that may contain a significant number of weaknesses; may

contain irrelevance or misunderstanding

e occasional focus on the question; comparison mainly of superficial aspects (AO1)

e some inaccurate use of language and inappropriate terminology (AO1)

¢ includes some thin or sketchy discussion of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

e includes some thin or sketchy discussion of how language, structure and form create and
shape meaning (AO2)

e demonstrates some thin or sketchy understanding of the importance of contextual factors
(AO3)

e some limited comment on and understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts
together with limited comparison of a few points (AO3)

¢ includes little support from examples in or reference to the texts; reliant on feature spotting
and/or description of content (AO1, AO2, AO3).

Band 1 1-10 Answers that are little more than rudimentary and fail to address the

question in any relevant manner. Fragmentary

¢ little or no focus on the question; ignores requirement to compare (AO1)

e very inaccurate use of language and terminology (AO1)

e shows very little or a rudimentary understanding of the content of and ideas in the texts (AO2)

¢ includes very little or a rudimentary discussion of how language, structure and form create

and shape meaning (AO2)

shows very little or a rudimentary understanding of the importance of contextual factors (AO3)
very rudimentary comment on and understanding of attitudes and ideas conveyed in the texts;
little or no comparison (AO3)

includes no or very little support from examples in or reference to the texts (AO1, AO2, AO3).






