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Introduction
The transport topic proved very accessible for all candidates, raising the mark distribution 
above that seen in June last year. Again many candidates brought useful and reliable 
evidence in from outside the pre-release and it was clear the topic had been thoroughly 
researched. Where used in conjunction with the evidence provided, appropriate reward was 
given.  
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Question 1

A simple definition was all that was called for here, although nearly a third of candidates did 
not attempt an answer.  Around half of the entry gained both marks.

This is a clear answer, but the candidate does not include the 
word "aggregate".  This would have limited the candidate to 1 
mark, but for the sound example increased it to 2.

Examiner Comments

Always give an example, just in case.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Again, just a simple definition was all that was called for here. 70% of the candidates gained 
both marks with the remaider evenly split between zero and one mark.

The definition in itself is clear enough for 2 marks, but the 
example guarantees full understanding.

Examiner Comments

Always make sure of the mark on this type of question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

On this type of question candidates are required to apply their knowledge in context.  
Almost half the candidates did not do this fully.  For example, they did not identify what was 
being emitted and therefore lost an easy mark.

A very good answer. The candidate defines the technical terms, 
demonstrates knowledge of emissions and explains exactly what 
the effects are and who is left to meet the costs.

Examiner Comments
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The candidate gives a clear enough definition, but apart from 
global warming, the rest is less specific.

Examiner Comments

Try to be as specific as you can.  This need not mean 
more words.

Examiner Tip
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Congestion and noise pollution are not emissions and air 
pollution does not add much.  There is no reason given why 
commercial vehicles might pollute more or an explanation of 
what is emitted.  There is no explanation of what the negative 
effect on society is in this case. Candidate answers without 
giving specifics, but clearly understands enough to say much 
more. 

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully. Explain means just 
that. Assume the examiner knows nothing and you are 
explaining step by step to a non economist. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

Although candidates could often give a clear definition, such as private benefit plus positive 
externality, many gave private benefit examples, losing one mark.

This candidate gave a clear definition with a good example and 
a clear explanation of a third party benefit.

Examiner Comments

Look for the "because" points to gain analysis marks.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate includes costs, causes 
and consequences.

Examiner Comments

Costs, causes and consequences are key to analysis 
marks.

Examiner Tip

The definition is worth 1 mark and the 
attempt at an external benefit is worth 
another.  However this is not developed.  For 
example, the candidate could have explained 
how this could increase tax revenue to fund 
government expenditure.

Examiner Comments

Look for causes, costs and 
consequences to gain analysis 
marks.

Examiner Tip
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The example given in this response is developed 
insufficiently to infer an external benefit.

Examiner Comments

Give a definition, then systematically establish 
how your example fits it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

The bus pass question proved almost universally accessible.  Over half the candidates could 
anayse two good reasons for subsidising bus travel for the over 60s to gain 8 marks, with a 
further third analysing one reason for 7 marks.

This candidate answers the question directly by referencing the 
evidence.

Examiner Comments
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This response follows a different approach but is equally valid 
and begins to make evaluative points.  However this isn't 
necessary with an analyse command.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

Many candidates found it difficult to gain evaluation marks on this question, with around a 
third gaining 6 marks and only a very few candidates exceeding 8 marks.  We were looking 
for reasons why inflation might be at a slower rate.  Better answers recognised inflation 
here was cost push rather than demand pull and that this would have a knock on effect on 
the price of delivered goods.  Too many read the question as "write everything you know 
about inflation" or deduced that because taxation is generally counter inflationary, inflation 
would fall in this case.
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This candidate knows what inflation is, 
recognises its causes in context and how 
suppliers might absorb increased costs.

Examiner Comments

Assess means look for counter arguments.

Examiner Tip
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This response does not establish a 
valid link, so does not score a mark.

Examiner Comments

Always answer the question set, particularly in 
longer answers and keep checking at regular 
intervals that you haven't strayed from the 
question. Always write in continuous prose.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)

It was pleasing to see that over 60% of candidates were able to make a range of evaluative 
points to gain 15-20 marks on this question. Candidates generally had a very good 
understanding of the importance of the airline industry to the UK economy and international 
trade and balanced short term potential gains against longer term and potentially more 
damaging losses. However it was disapppointing that a small minority either did not read 
the question carefully or did not understand what aviation meant, since Evidence A in the 
pre-release material made it clear that this is jet fuel.
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This candidate starts making evaluative points at the start of 
the second paragraph, giving the downside of taxing aviation 
fuel and then moves on to give arguments in favour half way 
down the second page.

The arguments could be developed, but there is balance and 
the candidate rounds off with a judgement, thus gaining most of 
the available marks.

Examiner Comments

Always make a supported judgement where you can on 
higher mark evaluative questions.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate begins well, but only gives one side of 
the argument, which could have been due to running 
out of time. 

Examiner Comments

One minute per mark is a good maxim.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate clearly has a very good theoretical knowledge, 
but didn't understand what aviation meant. Only 3 marks were 
awarded as the response was not in context.

Examiner Comments

It is important to read and understand  the pre-release 
evidence.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b)

This question was accessible by all candidates.  It was a very open question and most 
candidates were able to discuss the pros and cons of subsidies, taxation and infrastructure 
projects, often citing examples such as the scrappage scheme, congestion charge, BSOG or 
toll roads and local bypasses.  Some new drivers were able to bring in relevant regulatory 
points from outside the evidence.  A few candidates wrote irrelevantly about non transport 
policies and then could not relate them to the context.

Although some two thirds of the candidates were able to evaluate policies as they were 
mentioned, relatively few were then able to offer a convincing conclusion and enter the 
upper sub levels of the marking scheme.
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This candidate included two policies; one from the evidence 
and one from outside.  Pros and cons for both and a brief 
conclusion are given.

Examiner Comments

On higher mark evaluative questions, always include a 
conclusion, even if brief.  It can raise the mark.

Examiner Tip
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This response shows a clear understanding of market failure.  A 
good mix of policies are given, but there is no conclusion.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate made no mention of specific transport policies, 
although references to infrastructure on market failure were 
given the benefit of doubt.

Examiner Comments

Know the pre-release evidence and Google relevant 
news topics to add to knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Most candidates again completed the paper in the time allotted, although there was 
evidence that some candidates had found time allocation a problem.  In response to 
more candidates making use of diagrams, more space was made available for candidate 
responses on this paper.  However, a minority thought that they needed to write more and 
those not keeping an eye on the clock, may have found time tight as a result.  The majority 
were more willing to get straight to the point and directly answer the questions.

It was clear that excellent use had been made of the pre-release materials.  Candidates 
were able to make sound evaluative points, though a minority unnecessarily extended this 
practice to questions where the command word didn’t indicate this requirement.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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