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Introduction
The digital broadcasting topic proved accessible for the vast majority of candidates and a 
similar mark distribution was seen to June last year. Again many candidates brought useful 
newsworthy evidence in from outside the pre-release as things have moved on since the 
paper was written. Where used in conjunction with the evidence provided, reward was 
given. One cautionary note was that some candidates were re-taking from January, whilst 
others had taken this paper as a mock exam. A number of candidates attempted to skew 
January answers to fit June questions. Whilst in some cases it was possible to relevantly 
use some of this information and gain some credit, candidates who solely sought to use 
pre-prepared answers generally fared much less well than those making full use of the wide 
range of pre-release material to directly answer the questions we asked rather than trying 
to twist the questions to ones they would have preferred. Almost all candidates completed 
the paper in the time allotted, and thankfully, the majority were more willing to cut to the 
chase and make sound evaluative points on the higher mark questions without repetition. 
Unnecessarily lengthy answers were thus avoided and it was clear that centres had taken 
notice of previous advice. It was clear that many centres had made excellent use of the pre-
release materials in the classroom, but equally clear that a minority had not. Candidates 
often need help in analysing information.
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 Question 1 

   Most candidates were able to clearly defi ne duopoly, usually extending this to give the pre 
1982 example of the   BBC   and ITV as a belt and braces approach to gain both available 
marks.    

        

 
  

 
  

  

 

 A good example.  Candidate gives a clear 
defi nition, worth two marks on its own, but 
gives an example just in case.

Examiner Comments

A good example.  Candidate gives a clear 

Examiner Comments

Always give an example when defi ning, 
it will lift a less clear defi nition
Always give an example when defi ning, 

Examiner Tip
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 Question 2 

    This was a very straightforward question.  The expectation was that the majority would 
gain both marks.         Disappointingly, nearly half the entry were unable to give a valid defi nition 
of publicly owned, often confusing this with Public limited companies or perhaps more 
understandably, public goods.    Public ownership was discussed in Evidence G of the pre-
release evidence. 

 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 The weakest reverted to tortology e.g. 
“Publicly owned means owned by the 
public”.  This gained zero marks. 

Examiner Comments
 The weakest reverted to tortology e.g. 

Examiner Comments
Just refl ecting the wording of the question back 
is never worth any marks.  Always use different 
words to demonstrate real understanding.

Just refl ecting the wording of the question back 

Examiner Tip

The fi rst sentence is enough for both marks.

Examiner Comments

The fi rst sentence is enough for both marks.

Examiner Comments
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 Question 3 

   A clear defi nition of merit goods’ was given by the majority of candidates, identifying either 
positive externalities or under-consumption if left to the free market. Defi nitions were often 
very detailed but only awarded one mark in line with mark scheme. Application was often 
made but a large number of candidates were awarded only three of the four marks due to 
lack of analysis. 

     Candidate is slightly less precise than many on defi ning merit goods. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Socially desirable, though on the right 
track, isn't by itself much of a defi nition.  
Candidate gains a mark for the examples 
and a further mark for "external benefi ts" 
to gain two of the four marks.  Attempts 
analysis, but doesn't explain the effects.

Examiner Comments

Socially desirable, though on the right 

Examiner Comments

A clear defi nition is always a good way to gain 
marks at the start of this type of question.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gives chapter and verse, 
demonstrating clear understanding, application 
and analysis for maximum marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gives chapter and verse, 

Examiner Comments
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 Question 4 

   Most candidates gained three of the four available marks for this question with lack of 
analysis losing them the fi nal mark. Weaker candidates failed to identify the source of 
Channel 4’s revenue leading to generic answers offering limited scope within the mark 
scheme. A small minority confused revenue with profi t and wrote about the costs of 
producing educational programmes. 

 

 

 

  

   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

This candidate, though mentioning advertising, 
doesn't really explain the links between viewer 
preferences, viewing fi gures and revenue 
(adverts around less popular programmes are 
cheaper). 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
This candidate, though mentioning advertising, 

Examiner Comments

The command word analyse indicates 
the need to use the word "because".  
A full, clear explanation is required.

The command word analyse indicates 

Examiner Tip
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Although fl awed in respect of foreign market 
assertion, the candidate makes a clear link 
between low viewership and and revenue.  
Analysis in the fi nal sentence is sound. 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

Although fl awed in respect of foreign market 

Examiner Comments
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 Question 5 

   The focus of this question was on the likely consequences of economic downturn.   Marks 
were often thrown away by choosing to focus exclusively on technological change instead 
(January’s question) or ignoring the fact that ITV and C4 were in “deep trouble” and 
focusing exclusively on the limited opportunities recession offered.   Candidates who 
answered the question as set generally obtained at least six marks. 

    

 The command "assess" means both sides of the argument are needed.  

 

    
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Candidate gives a wide-ranging response 
considering pros and cons with some 
balance.  8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidate gives a wide-ranging response 

Examiner Comments

For an 8 mark question, no conclusion is required.

Examiner Tip
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Candidate offers no consequences, only causes.  
Section on technological change answers a 
different question.  0 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidate offers no consequences, only causes.  
Examiner Comments
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 Question 6 

   Many candidates had made good use of the advice given in January’s report to check out 
feature length programmes on YouTube and were able to write knowledgably about the 
consumer experience.   However, many who hadn’t generally saw the consequences for 
consumers as entirely negative. 

 

 

 

  

   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A good range of consequences for 
consumers.  Pros and cons. 9 marks

Examiner Comments

A good range of consequences for 

Examiner Comments

Again, for a 10 mark question, a 
conclusion is not necessary.

Examiner Tip
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Section B 
Quality of Written Communication was much better than in January although the word 
“paid” was almost universally spelt as “payed”. What we are looking for in this section to 
gain the highest marks is a balanced discussion based on well founded evidence using 
toolkit (the concepts, theories and methods underpinning the subject) and ideally a brief 
conclusion which does more than rehearse the arguments already put, so if the analysis is 
heavily flawed, the raw assertion that “the green ones are better than the blue ones” may 
not access level 4 and a narrow analysis may even limit the mark to the lower end of level 
3. Politics and sociology have some validity in government policy arguments, but candidates 
would be well advised to remember that we are examining Economics & Business concepts 
here. Extreme right wing (or indeed left wing) political views, unless supported by sound 
economic analysis, are unlikely to add much to the quality of argument. 
 
Question 7 (a) 
Generally well answered. Success in this question depended on candidate understanding 
of general taxation. Income tax, VAT and taxes on business needed to be considered. The 
best recognised that the licence fee was in effect an hypothecated tax and regressive in 
nature. They also recognised that enforcing it had a cost. Many considered the budgetary 
implications post credit crunch and came up with a convincing conclusion. Most candidates 
were able to access Level 4, though a weaker minority wrote irrelevantly about the option 
of funding state television from advertising or wrongly assumed state funding would 
automatically be shared with commercial channels.



14 GCE Economics & Business 6EB04 01

Candidate starts well, but demonstrates a very poor understanding of general taxation.  8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidate starts well, but demonstrates a very poor understanding of general taxation.  8 marks.

Examiner Comments



GCE Economics & Business 6EB04 01 15



16 GCE Economics & Business 6EB04 01

Candidate evaluates, though again is a little 
vague about general taxation, only really 
considering income tax.  Nonetheless, enough 
for low Level 4 and 16/20

Examiner Comments

Candidate evaluates, though again is a little 

Examiner Comments

Higher tariff evaluative questions do 
gain more marks with a conclusion
Higher tariff evaluative questions do 

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b)

Marks on this question were often disappointingly lower than its predecessor as the question 
was open to extensive support from much of the pre-release evidence. Knowledge and 
understanding were evident and the majority of candidates explored different examples of 
intervention, often validly including the licence fee itself. Evidence of sound evaluation and 
analysis was seen with ideas which students supported with relevant material and use of 
toolkit. Many recognised that Sky and Virgin had brought some quality programming to the 
market without state intervention. Balance here centred around arguments on the extent of 
desirable state intervention. A sizeable minority limited their mark by attempting to repeat 
their answer to January’s question regarding the Project Kangaroo decision to the exclusion 
of anything else. Extent was often unclear.
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Candidate is clear on modes of 
intervention.  Effective evaluation and an 
attempted conclusion. 22/30

Examiner Comments

Candidate is clear on modes of 

Examiner Comments

Always give a conclusion on 30 mark questions.Always give a conclusion on 30 mark questions.
Examiner Tip
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Candidate gives no valid examples of 
intervention until the bottom of the second 
page and makes a couple of inaccurate 
assertions.  No recommendation is made 
and understanding is limited.  Candidate 
attempts to analyse (weakly), but is unable to 
construct a valid argument.  7 marks.

Examiner Comments
Candidate gives no valid examples of 

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Overall, the paper proved accessible to all and enabled the strongest to obtain some very 
high marks.  A normal mark distribution was seen. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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