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Commentary on Exploration Notes for Candidate L 
 
Top of first band 
 
She roots her notes within the practice and theories of two theatre practitioners- a 
very sound idea. Her grasp of the theories of each of them is outstanding and she 
clearly links each play with the way these figures might have explored the text. 
The innate differences between the plays are explored through social, cultural, 
historical and political contexts and then she goes on to show how she analysed 
each text, via her practical involvement with them. There is an outstanding 
example of this, where she locates a character’s behaviour in their probable moral 
landscape. 
 
There is some outstanding character analysis, elucidated through practical drama, 
such as through what appear straightforward status exercises, but which are used 
to explore how the play’s language gives the actor clues how to play it. For 
example, the way a character can take status away from others, just by not 
allowing them to speak. She uses this understanding herself in the workshop, when 
interpreting Nora in such a way as to emphasise how the marriage is over, by doing 
nothing. As the teacher says in her annotations, the candidate transfers her 
learning from one context to another, throughout the process. There is excellent 
evidence that Chelsea has carried on thinking about her drama outside of the 
workshop, preparing herself for what is to come. The detail in her exposition about 
the interpretation of several scenes shows clearly how effectively this candidate 
has used and interwoven the whole set of exploration elements. 
 
Centre marks agreed by the moderator. 
 
 
Commentary on Theatre Review for Candidate L 
 
Top of first band 
 
From the start, she is evaluating what is going on, not just describing it, 
communicating her take on the meaning of every aspect. She locates her opinions 
in the theories of Brecht and through the director’s interpretation. There is 
detailed analysis and evaluation of production elements, with the exception of 
lighting, and each character is explored through the performance of the actor 
playing them. She explores the effect the production could have on a 
contemporary audience, through linking the director’s interpretation and individual 
performances with modern social and cultural issues.  
 
This is a highly accomplished and economical piece of writing, she still had 150 
words left over, but within it we read an evaluation that truly communicates what 
she has seen and learned. 
 
Centre marks agreed by the moderator. 
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