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AS UNIT 1 (LIVE THEATRE PRODUCTION SEEN AND PRESCRIBED PLAY) MARK SCHEME 
 

JUNE 2009 (specimen) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This unit assesses Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4.  
 
AO2 requires that candidates “demonstrate knowledge and understanding of practical and theoretical 
aspects of drama and theatre using appropriate terminology”. 
 
AO3 requires that candidates “interpret plays from different periods and genres”. 
 
AO4 requires that candidates “make critical and evaluative judgements of live theatre”.  
 
Section A (Live Theatre Production Seen) assesses AO2 and AO4 with weightings of 10% and 20% respectively.  
 
Section B (Prescribed Play) assesses AO2 and AO3 with weightings of 10% and 20% respectively.  
 
Questions are marked for each of the two Assessment Objectives separately and then the marks added together to 
give a total out of 50. 
 
The quality of written communication (QWC) is also assessed in this unit. All questions require answers written in 
continuous prose.  Statements referring to QWC are included within the assessment criteria for each performance 
band.  QWC will be assessed as an integral part of the judgement of the quality of a candidate’s response.  
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OVERALL PERFORMANCE BANDS FOR UNIT ONE SECTION A 
 

 AO2 AO4 

 Candidates  demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of practical and theoretical aspects of 
drama and theatre using appropriate terminology 

Candidates make critical and evaluative 
judgements of live theatre 

Band  
  4 
 

• The candidate identifies some aspects of the style 
and form of the chosen production 

 
• There is a restricted theoretical understanding of the 

production aims of the production team 
  
• There are a few references to specific aspects of the 

production 
 
• The organisation of straightforward information is 

clear, but for more complex matters it may appear 
random. Appropriate terminology is applied 
sparingly. There may be a number of lapses in 
expression and frequent errors in spelling, grammar 
and punctuation which may make the answer 
difficult to follow  

• The candidate selects a production, but it is 
largely inappropriate to the question set 

 
• There is a restricted critical appreciation of 

production elements 
 
• An attempt is made to evaluate the success 

of the production 

Band  
  3 
 

• The candidate occasionally demonstrates some 
knowledge and understanding of the style and form 
of the chosen production 

 
• There is evidence of some theoretical understanding 

of the production aims of the production team 
 
• There are several references to specific aspects of 

the production 
 
• Information is organised sufficiently clearly and 

coherently for the candidate’s meaning to be clear. 
There is some insecure expression with occasional 
accurate use of appropriate terminology. There are 
some errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation, 
but not enough to suggest a significant weakness in 
these areas  

 

• The candidate displays partial 
discrimination in the selection of  a 
production, which is loosely appropriate to 
the question set 

 
• There is a partial critical appreciation of 

production elements 
 
• Some evaluation of the success of the 

production  

Band 
  2 
 

• The candidate demonstrates quite secure knowledge 
and understanding of the style and form of the 
chosen production 

 
• There is evidence of a secure theoretical 

understanding of the production aims of the 
production team 

 
• There are numerous relevant references to specific 

aspects of the production 
  
• Information is quite well-organised. Expression is 

mainly clear, including accurate use of appropriate 
terminology; there are infrequent errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation      

• The candidate displays some discrimination 
in the selection of a production, which is 
appropriate to the question set 

 
• There is some critical appreciation of 

production elements 
 
• Useful evaluation of  the success of the 

production  

Band  
   1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The candidate demonstrates clear knowledge and 
understanding of the style and form of the chosen 
production 

 
• There is evidence of a very sound theoretical 

understanding of the production aims of the 
production team 

 
• There are many purposeful references to specific 

aspects of the production 
 
• Information is well-organised, making the 

candidate’s meaning very clear. Expression is very 
clear, including a confident and accurate use of 
appropriate terminology; there are few, if any, errors 
in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• The candidate displays a good degree of 
discrimination in selecting a production 
which is entirely appropriate to the question 
set 

 
• There is sound critical appreciation of 

production elements  
 
• Purposeful evaluation of the success of the 

production 
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OVERALL PERFORMANCE BANDS FOR UNIT ONE SECTION B 
 
 
 AO2               AO3 
 Candidates demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of practical and theoretical 
 aspects of drama and theatre using 
 appropriate terminology 

Candidates interpret plays from different periods and 
genres         
 
 

Band    
  4 
 

• The candidate identifies some performance and/or 
production elements 

• There is a restricted theoretical understanding of the 
text informing practical decisions 

• There are a few references to the  text in action 
• The organisation of straightforward information is 

clear, but for more complex matters it may appear 
random. Appropriate terminology is applied sparingly. 
There may be a number of lapses in expression and 
frequent errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 
which may make the answer difficult to follow 

• The candidate provides an interpretation, but it is not 
coherent or may be inconsistent with the content/action 
of the nominated section(s) or the role/function of the 
nominated character(s) within the play 

• A few references may be made to period/genre 
• A little attention is given to creating specific effects for 

the audience 

Band 
  3 
 

 
• The candidate is sometimes inventive in the 

application of performance and/or production elements 
• There is evidence of a partial theoretical understanding 

of the text, which informs practical decisions 
• There are several references to the  text in action 
• Information is organised sufficiently clearly and 

coherently for the candidate’s meaning to be clear. 
There is some insecure expression with occasional, 
accurate use of appropriate terminology; there may be 
some errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation, but 
not enough to suggest a significant weakness in these 
areas 

• The candidate’s interpretation is a little disjointed and/or 
is not entirely compatible with the content/action of the 
nominated section(s) or the role/function of the 
nominated character(s) within the play 

• Brief relevant reference made to period/genre 
• Some attention given to creating specific effects for the 

audience 

Band 
  2 

• The candidate is regularly quite inventive in the 
application of a range of performance and/or 
production elements 

• There is evidence of a secure theoretical understanding 
of the text, informing practical decisions 

• Relevant use of the text in action to illustrate ideas 
• Information is quite well-organised. Expression is 

mainly clear, including  accurate use of appropriate 
terminology; there are infrequent errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation 

• The candidate’s interpretation is quite unified and is 
reasonably compatible with the content/action of the 
nominated section(s) or the role/function of the 
nominated character(s) within the play 

• Useful  reference made to period/genre 
• Useful attention given to creating specific effects for the 

audience 

Band    
  1 
 

• The candidate reveals consistent inventiveness in the 
application of a good range of performance and/or 
production elements 

• There is evidence of a very sound theoretical 
understanding of the text, informing practical 
decisions 

• Purposeful use of the text in action to illustrate ideas 
• Information is well-organised, making the candidate’s 

meaning very clear. Expression is very clear, including 
a confident and accurate use of appropriate 
terminology; there are few, if any, errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation 

• The candidate’s interpretation is clear and coherent and 
entirely compatible with the content/action of the 
nominated section(s) or the role/function of the 
nominated character(s) within the play 

• Purposeful reference made to period/genre 
• Focused attention given to creating specific effects for 

the audience 
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