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SAMPLE CANDIDATE ANSWERS
DRAM3

INTRODUCTION

The sample answer and commentaries which follow are provided to illustrate the
application of the DRAM3 mark scheme.

Unit 3, Section A — Candidate 1

The answer of Candidate 1 is to a question from Section A of the June 2011 DRAM3
guestion paper.

CANDIDATE 1

How would you want your audience to respond to Lady Windermere? Discuss how
you would perform the role, in two or three separate sections of the play, in order to
achieve your aims.

Whew setting ‘Lady Windermere’s Faww' I would howe ov lavishv
set, onw a prosceniwm awchv stage reminiscent of the first
production inv 1892 inv Alexander’s St. Joaumes theatre. When
playing Lady Windermere I would be a petite woman withv
fair haiv. I would hawve natwral beauty to- reflect innocence

The first scene I would act i iy inv Act One witihv Lovd
Darlington. I would be wearing a highv collow dress inv av
pastel blue shade typical of the late Victoriow period and as
luwwriows as the dresses first designed for the play by Madeam
Sawvage. I would be stood downstage right avranging flowers
when Parker enters (stage left). I would be surprised to-heor
about Lovd Doarlington calling. This iy because from the
hours 4-5 in the Victorioww society, this time was specified for
dose; intimate friends. I would smile pleasantly as Lovd
Darlington enters from stage left. He would be a young,
handsome manw withv dowk haiv; inv av day grey suit. The foct
that Lovd Darlingtow offers his hand was also- inappropriate
for the period. This showld immediately show signs to- the
audience that he hay o cad like nature. My main aim for
this scene would be to- bring acrossy Lady Windermere's high
moral attitude oand Lord Darlington's questionable
chawacter. I would stilll be avranging my flowers, and
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indicate that Lovd Dorlington shouwld sit doww onw av sofw
stage left. Whenw he says: “I would hawe covered the whole
street inv front of your house in lowers”, I would stop what I
was doing, quickly turn and look at Lovd Darlington withv av
furmv expression. I would inv av sterw tone say: “yow annoyed
me last night”. My reference to- “foreigw office” shows the
socials status of the Windermere’s; Cowlton House Terrace was
near to-the finest gentleman’s clubs and embassies. I would
move to sit at the tea china and indicate that Lovd
Darlington should sit next to- me as I continue to- explain
the il nature of hiy “elabovate complimenty’. I would be
powring real tea showing elementy of realism because Wilde's
plays were ow the trawmsition between wmelodrama and
vealism. I would go- on to- uphold a seriows expression and
sombre tone to- reflect my belief that his compliments were
uwnnecessary.

My highv moral standowd iy shatteved by the new morvality of
the Victoriaw era; that mawriage provided a smokescreen for
infidelity. I wowld awoid direct eye contact withv Lovd
Darlington whew he says: “I should like yow to- take me very
seriowsly”. Thisy shouwld imumediately show to- the audience
that Lady Windermere s uncomfortable with the natwre of
his conuments. I would have hin leawv inv towowrds me closing
ouwr proximity to- highlight thig. The audience may also-feel
uncomfortable at this sensing Lady Windermere’s innocence:
However, at seeing me recoil slightly, I would want Lovd
Dawlington to-sit back up. Thiy is because Wilde himself said
that he wanty Lovd Dawlington and his feelings of love to- ber
played with sincerity so-I would like to- upkeep Wilde’s ideals.
I wowld respond strongly to- Lovd Dawrlingfow's accusationwy
that a womawv has the right to- “console herself’. I wouwld
show this by putting down my teaw cup and inv av stronger tone
savy: “should the wife also- be vile”. I would flash my eyes at
himv shocked, at hisy lax approachv to- movals. Whew Lovd
Davlingtonw cally me “chawrming” I would rise shawply to-
awvoid his gage and walk back to- my flower vase stage right.
Thisy iy to- show that Lady Windermere would feel more at
ease being spatially away fromv Lovd Dowlington. Inw this
scene the audience showld hove established that Lady
Windermere has high moral standards and that she will not
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give into- Lovd Dawlingtow sy advances; which weve definitely
crossing nineteenth century bawriers.

The next scene I would act in: iy irv Act Two- the ball, to-
celebrate Lady Windermere'sy coming of age pauty. I would
be wearing my most lawishv costume that would reflect the
beauty of the aesthetic movement which influenced Wilde's
works: It would be o soft gold with lace detail and av travin. 1
wouldr hawe bowe arms inv contrast withv Mrs Erlynne, the
fallenw womany, who-would be very “dignified”.
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The set of the ballroom would be in keeping with the late
Victoriowv style. I would lower av chandleor to- highlight the
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wealthvand prosperity of the Windermeres. Lovd Windermere
would: approach me centre stage (he would be a tall,
masculine monv withy dawk haiv and handsome features). 1
wowuldd purse my lips; still annoyed at him for writing av cowds
for Mrs Erlynwne. I wowld go- onto- give my fouwv to- Lovd
Darlington, whichy s heawily symbolic of himv coming
between their mawriage. My main aim for this scene iy for
the audience to- see Lady Windermere's reactionw to- Mrsy
Erlyymers presence and her mowital problems withv Lovd
Windermere. In thiy scene they should really begin to-
appreciate what a “fascinating puritan’” she i I would
move dowwnstage withv Lovd Windermere who-would divect me
there, moving me withv his hand onw my awm.  This should
reflect the typical power Victoriow husband’s held over their
wives: I would inv av stern tone say: “That womawv iy not
coming here”. I would maintain eye contact withv Lovd
Windermere to- show my seriousness and dislike of Mrs
Erlynne. Whew Lovd Windermere would hold my shoulders
and plead: “trust me” I would look away from hinmv and i av
disgusted tone savy: “Londow is full of women who- trust their
huwsbands”.  He would thew drop his hands from me and I
wouldds ivv v showp tone say: “I am not going to- be one of
thew’. I would coldly look at Lord Windermere and thes
twr to- go- towawds Lovd Dawlington who- inv contrast I would
receive wawrnmly (centre stage). The audience may feel
wncomfortable at the tensions revealed and feel
sympathetically towards Lady Windermere who- is evidently
hwuting at her husbands betrayall. When Mry Erlynne is
announced I would uphold an expressiow of shock and huwt.
My eyes would well withw tears, maindly from anger and I
would, “bow coldly” to- Mry Erlynmne centre stage:. The
audience should be aware of the tensions between Lovd and
Lady Windermere evenw move so- because of Mrsy Erlynne’s
arrival,

The final scene I would use i the beginning of Act Three. I
would want to- show Lady Windermere’'s conflict about Lovd
Darlingtows proposal of love and her mowital duties. I
would be stood upstage by the fireplace. I would begin
pacing and: say “this waiting s horrible”. I would withi
despaiv say: “I amv av cold loveless thing”. I would bow my
head in sorrow and sit o the sofa centre stage as I soy: “he
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doeswt cawe” to- show how I've resigned myself to-belief that I
amv inv v loveless mawriage. The pace of my speech would
increase to- show how anxious I o “we make gods of men.
This should show the build to- o climax as I would savy: “How
hideous life is”. I would bury my head inv my hands. The
audience at this point shouwld feel sorry for Lady
Windermere’s situation and the evident tuwrmoil she i i
The phwasing “Ohl” iy melodramatic and to-keep my aching
natuwral I wowld savy it softly as o agonised cry. Whew I soy:
“I muust go- back” I would rise and gral- my cloak fromw the
sofa.  However I would thew stop before the exit and withv
frustration say “I cawt go back”, this should show wmy
conflict at making the right decision. Whew Mrs Erlynne
entery I would “recoill inv contempt” my expressionw would be
hovror stricken. I wouwld hawe wide eyes showing shock and
fusty would quickly clench showing my anger believing that
Arthuwr has sent her. I would spit out: “Dowt come near me!”
ands move further stage left away from her. The audience
shouwld be able to- anticipate a confrontation between the
womewv but stil feel sovry for Lady Windermere who- iy clearly

heaut broken,

In the scenes I hawe chosen the aundience shouwld have beew
able to- see Lady Windermere s strengtiv at leaving to- go- to-
Lord Dawlingtowy rooms. Yet also- her honowr of her marital
vows not accepting Dawrlingto's complimenty inv the first act.
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CANDIDATE 1

Commentary

The candidate shows secure knowledge and understanding of Lady Windermere and
there are many useful references to the text in action, supported with quotation
enlivening the performance ideas. Focus on ‘audience response’ comes belatedly
but when it does, it is apt.

Some deviation into irrelevant areas that do nothing to contribute to eliciting a
specific audience response.

AO2

Very secure understanding evident; a range of suitable performance ideas. Inventive
but not always relevant.

Mark = 12 out of 17 (Band 2)

AO3

Belated focus on the demand of the question but when stated the ‘responses’ are
apt.

Evident understanding of period and genre. Appropriate selection of examples which
are useful in revealing the role of Lady Windermere.

Mark = 24 out of 33 (Band 2)

Total = 36 out of 50
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