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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and 
A Level Divinity (8041 and 9011), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen as far as possible to exemplify grades 
A, C and E. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses 
of the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for each paper has been adopted:

Question

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 
response 

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed 
by examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Examiner 
comments are given to indicate where marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been 
obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what 
they still have to do to improve their grades.

In Paper 1, each question is followed by a general comment which explains what the examiners are looking 
for.

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus and other teacher support materials are available on www.cie.org.uk  
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Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International AS Level Divinity
Syllabus code 8041
Candidates take one paper only – this is Paper 2 of the A Level (9011/02). Results in AS Level may not be 
carried over to the A Level.

Paper 2 3 hours

The Four Gospels

Candidates answer four out of 14 questions.  

Both the New International Version and the Revised Standard Version will be used for quotations included 
in question papers. Centres are free to choose which version they use. Examiners will not set questions in 
which the answer depends on a particular version of the Bible.

Cambridge International A Level Divinity
Syllabus code 9011
Three papers are set. Candidates must choose any two papers, answering four questions from each.

Paper 1 3 hours

The Prophets of the Old Testament

This paper is divided into three sections and candidates must answer four questions – one from each 
section plus one other.

Paper 2 3 hours

The Four Gospels

Candidates answer four out of 14 questions.

Paper 3 3 hours

The Apostolic Age

The paper is divided into two sections.  Candidates must answer four questions, choosing at least 
one from each section.
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Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

Section A:  Prophecy in general and Pre-canonical Prophets
Question 1
Discuss the importance of miracles in the message of the pre-canonical prophets. [25]

Mark scheme
In general terms, the miracles are seen as examples of Heilsgeschichte – ‘salvation history’: they are 
examples of how God intervenes in human affairs through prophets, in order to disclose his will.

Candidates could use a range of prophets, or two or three. For Moses, for example, candidates are likely 
to refer to his miraculous theophany (Exodus 2-4); serpent magic demonstrating the superiority of Yahweh 
(Exodus 4); the miracles associated with the deliverance of the Hebrew ancestors from slavery in Egypt, 
e.g. the ten plagues (Exodus 7-11), Israel’s deliverance (13ff), manna (16), water in the desert (17), and the 
Sinai theophany (19).

For Samuel: his miraculous call (1 Samuel 3); his defeat of the Philistines (1 Samuel 7); Samuel’s choice of 
Saul (1 Samuel 9-10).

For Elijah: Elijah being fed by ravens (1 Kings 17); the meal and the oil (1 Kings 17); raising the widow’s son 
(1 Kings 17); the contest on Carmel (1 Kings 18); running before Ahab’s chariot (1 Kings 18); the events at 
Horeb (1 Kings 18); fire from heaven (2 Kings 1); the death of the king (2 Kings 1); parting the waters of the 
river Jordan (2 Kings 2); transfer of the spirit to Elisha, and Elijah’s ascent to heaven (2 Kings 2).

Whatever material is selected, high quality responses will be those which discuss the importance of the 
miracles in the message of the prophet concerned, as opposed simply to just listing miracles.

General comment
The examiner is looking for a consideration of a range of miracle stories in the pre-canonical prophets. The 
key for accessing the higher grades is the importance of the miracle stories, and not simply a list of miracle 
narratives.
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Example candidate response –  grade A
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Examiner comment
This essay gives an articulate explanation of the importance of miracles in terms of proving the prophet’s 
authenticity, and showing Yahweh’s sovereignty. The essay also shows that miracles were not the only 
important element in the pre-canonical prophets’ message, and elements such as vision, together with 
Yahweh’s will, were equally important.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This essay provides a fair cross section of miracles, showing their power to develop belief and to instill 
confidence. The candidate does not always explain the importance of each point. The conclusion does 
acknowledge that miracles were not always important.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This essay has a narrow focus, being concerned mainly with miracles as demonstrations of Yahweh’s power 
in connection with Moses and Elijah.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Question 2
‘Samuel was the founder of Old Testament prophecy.’ Discuss this claim. [25]

Mark scheme
Those who support this view generally do so because they believe that the need for prophets would arise 
only at a time when Israel had a monarchy, because prophecy is a political institution tied to the court (e.g. 
Gad and Nathan).

Candidates may also look at the role of Samuel as a seer; and the editorial note in 1 Samuel 9, which traces 
the development of prophecy in the person of Samuel, through seers.

Candidates are likely to point to the influence of Samuel as a politician, war leader, priest, etc., which some 
may use to support the quotation; whereas others may use it to suggest that such a picture is a later 
editorial read-back in which Samuel becomes a man of all trades.

Some may make useful comparisons/similar statements in connection with Moses & Elijah, for example. 
The conclusion reached is less important than the candidate’s ability to use arguments/evidence in support 
of a view.

General comment
The examiner is looking for a consideration of the view that prophecy in Israel began with Samuel in 
connection with the monarchy, and for a consideration of an alternative view, e.g. that prophecy began with 
Moses, or perhaps with Abraham.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This candidate gives a good overview of Samuel’s roles in connection with the monarchy, followed by a 
reasoned consideration of the prior claims of Moses.  The language is very scholarly.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – C grade
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Examiner comment
This essay gives a clear statement of the view that prophecy arose in Israel in connection with the 
monarchy.  Two different views on the claims of Moses are presented without comparative comment.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This essay contains some of the key points relevant to the question but the treatment of Samuel is 
superficial.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 3
Assess the importance of Elijah in the development of Old Testament prophecy. [25]

Mark scheme
Candidates will probably treat this in terms of the story of Elijah, showing his connections with Sinai/Horeb, 
and with the themes of election, covenant, salvation, law, revelation of God, and so on.

They might refer to:

• Elijah reviving contact with God and vision;

• Carmel (etc.) for the importance of theophany/restoration of Yahweh-worship against foreign gods;

• Naboth’s vineyard for the dealings with the king and the drive to restore Yahwism;

• his ability to work miracles;

• the nature of his translation to heaven;

• transfer of his prophetic ability to Elisha;

• messianic associations in later Judaism;

• relationships with the authorities of his day;

• sense of failure and isolation resurfaces in later prophets, although some will argue that this is seen in 
Moses also.

Highest credit will go to candidates who discuss “importance” in the context of the development of OT 
prophecy, as opposed to simply telling stories about Elijah.

General comment
The examiner is looking particularly for the developmental nature of Elijah’s role in Old Testament prophecy, 
as opposed to single lists of what Elijah did.  For example, Elijah is generally credited with saving Yahwism 
from extinction, so allowing Yahwism/prophecy to develop further.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This candidate gives a detailed and relevant exposition of the developmental nature of Elijah’s work.  The 
essay gives a nice balance between historical, religious and social features.

Mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
The candidate does attempt to show the developmental aspects of Elijah’s contribution to Old Testament 
prophecy.  Some comments are unsubstantiated, e.g. the claim that Elijah’s group showed the beginnings 
of ecstasy in Israel.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
The candidate provides an overview of Elijah’s important actions, but does little to answer the issue of how 
these developed Old Testament prophecy.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Question 4
‘The prophets spoke only the word of God, and not their own opinions.’ How far do you agree? [25]

Mark scheme
Candidates might come up with some of the following points, for example:

• the etymology of nabi/hithnabe and other prophetic terminology, showing that these refer to divine 
possession or divinely-inspired phenomena;

• the differences between true and false prophets (probably with examples), pointing out that what true 
prophets said generally came true (and therefore they spoke precisely the words of God);

• comments on or about individual prophets, with anecdotes from their lives, suggesting that these 
illustrate ‘true’ prophecy;

• the oracular formulae, Thus says Yahweh/Oracle of Yahweh, etc., which were treated as words of 
validation;

• paranormal/ecstatic phenomena as an indication of inspiration (with or without examples);

• the call narrative as a sign of authenticity.

Candidates are not likely to write much about the prophets’ own opinions, but:

• they might be able to suggest that the prophets were human, and therefore had some opinions of their 
own;

• they did protest/lament/intercede/complain, and so forth, to Yahweh, and so must have had valid 
opinions and independent thoughts;

• some might say that the prophets spoke only the words of God when inspired, but otherwise spoke 
their own thoughts naturally.

Some might mention editorial activity in the prophetic books. Some might pick up on the emphasis on 
“only”.

Credit all attempts at reasoned argument/discussion.

General comment
The examiner is looking for a discussion of whether or not the prophets could mix their own opinions with 
their oracular utterances.  For example, false prophets allegedly did so – the case of the lying spirit of 
prophecy in 1 Kings 22 being a case in point.
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Example candidate response – grade A



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

41 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

42 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

43 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011

Examiner comment
This essay provides a good balance of evidence that although prophets normally spoke the words of God, 
sometimes they spoke their own ideas.  This is not a top quality essay; nevertheless it achieves a good 
mark because it backs up two points of view with several examples.

Mark awarded = 18 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This candidate argues primarily that the prophets obeyed Yahweh’s instructions, and so by definition spoke 
only the words Yahweh commanded.  The use of Jeremiah 1:9, where God touches the prophet’s lips and 
says that he has put his words into his mouth, is good.  The issue of prophets speaking their own words is 
not dealt with so well; overall the response is of C grade quality.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25

Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This is an unusual essay.  It gives a limited number of examples, nevertheless makes a few interesting points – 
e.g. that prophets were called out of their sinful nature (hence Isaiah’s lips were purified) – that their human 
nature was part of their work (as with Jeremiah) – and that with Samuel, the fact that he was a paid seer implies 
that he gave his own answers.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 5
Consider the view that for kings during the pre-canonical period, prophets were a necessary evil. 
  [25]

Mark scheme
Marking this question may be difficult in terms of what candidates are likely to do with it. Ideally, one would 
like to see candidates saying things like:

• prophets anointed kings, so kings had to submit to this necessary process;

• court prophets had specifically supportive functions within the king’s court which could cause problems, 
as with the interplay between Ahab, Micaiah ben Imlah, and Zedekiah ben Chena’anah (1 Kings 22);

• others acted as advisors, mentors, and so on;

• prophets were involved in the selection and institution of the monarchy itself (Samuel), so the two roles 
were interdependent. Interdependence shows the place for criticism of the kings by the prophets (e.g. 
David and Nathan, 2 Samuel 11).

The bulk of the material is likely to be on the adversarial role of Samuel, Nathan and Elijah. It would be 
acceptable for the bulk of the candidates’ material to detail prophetic criticism of kings. If candidates assess 
the quotation in the question as a general comment taken to mean that on the whole all prophets disliked 
kings, and if they do this well, it would be acceptable for high marks. Use your judgement.

Candidates have seen the phrase “necessary evil” in past papers, so should be able to understand its 
meaning. Some might take it as an inducement to concentrate on the role of Samuel in introducing kingship/
lecturing the people on their desire for kings contrasted with God’s/the prophetic desire for something else.

General comment
The focus of the question is that prophets were a necessary evil as far as kings were concerned.  
Candidates might suggest that this was so because the kings needed prophetic advice and so endured 
prophetic criticism in order to secure it.  For the higher grades the examiner would look for critical analysis 
of both “necessary” and “evil”.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This essay provides a good spread of examples, and argues for and against the question statement.  The 
words ‘necessary evil’ are taken to mean ‘necessarily evil’ which has been allowed here.

Mark awarded = 18 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This candidate is clearly aware of the meaning of ‘necessary evil’, and argues that kings needed prophetic 
advice but had to put up with criticism of their immoral/irreligious activities.  Some of the material is 
repetitive.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Section B:  Pre-exilic Prophets, with special reference to Amos, 
Hosea, Isaiah of Jerusalem and Jeremiah
Question 6
In your view, what is the best way of interpreting the prophet’s personal experience in Hosea 1–3? 
  [25]

Mark scheme
Most candidates are likely to suggest that Hosea 1–3 can best be interpreted as an allegorical story 
representing Israel’s relationship with God. The prophet is perhaps applying his real marital experience to 
that of the nation and God, or else is inventing it for the purpose of illustration. Alternatively, the detail of 
the marriage relationship may be the work of a later editor, since the book is divided into two uneven parts 
(1–3 and 4–14); or perhaps it combines elements of both fact and of fiction. Another level of interpretation 
is added by the identity of the woman in 3:1 – “The Lord said to me again, ‘Go, love a woman...’” – this may 
still be Gomer, or else a second woman intended to reinforce the pathos and drama of the situation.

Most candidates will develop the view that Gomer’s relationship with Hosea refers to Israel’s relationship 
with Yahweh. Gomer’s repeated adultery expresses Israel’s repeated abrogation of the covenant 
relationship. Hosea’s rejection by Gomer represents Yahweh’s rejection by Israel. Hosea’s continuing 
love for Gomer against all reason represents Yahweh’s continuing hesed/love for Israel against all normal 
expectation of what is expected between the partners in a covenant agreement. In both cases, the love 
is strong but unrequited. This interpretation then develops the concept that Yahweh’s punishment is 
immediate but not irretrievable: Yahweh is God, not man.

Candidates might go on to discuss the suggestion that the marriage material forms part of Hosea’s call, 
and as such, may have been formative both in his attitude and in his message, showing the balance of love 
against judgment. Some might question the reality of the Hosea/Gomer story, given the obvious immorality 
of God’s command to be in a relationship with a prostitute. Others might suggest that both Gomer and 
Hosea were locked into the scenario of cultic prostitution, which would make the setting all the more 
poignant. There are many possible levels of interpretation. For the higher marks, candidates should attempt 
to respond to the question of which (if any) interpretation of the material is best.

General comment
The question is looking for an understanding of the various suggestions that have been made about the 
nature of Hosea 1–3, i.e. whether it is literal, symbolic, allegorical etc.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This candidate makes a well-argued case that the language of Hosea 1–3 is literal, e.g. “How can you 
figuratively take a wife?”

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This grade C essay gives a reasonable account of Hosea 1–3 in terms of its symbolism.  Other views are 
mentioned but not expounded in any detail.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
The essay gives a very basic outline of the view that Yahweh’s relationship with unfaithful Israel was 
mirrored in Hosea’s relationship with Gomer, and that the names of the children bring out this interpretation 
further still.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 7 
‘Amos was nothing more than a prophet of social justice.’ Do you agree? [25]

Mark scheme
Candidates should be able to show that Amos was a prophet of social justice, e.g.

• selling the righteous for silver, etc.

• father and son going in to the same maiden;

• lying down beside the altar on garments taken in pledge;

• the fat cows of Bashan oppressing the poor and demanding drink;

• taking bribes;

• turning aside the needy at the gate of justice;

• sybaritic luxury in the face of the poverty of the majority, and so on.

On the question of whether Amos was “nothing more” than a prophet of social justice, many candidates 
will perhaps simply use weight of evidence to ‘prove’ that he was. More discerning candidates may be 
able to point to additional themes in Amos, such as election and covenant, God as judge of the nations in 
general, and the fact that not all sin is based in social injustice.

General comment
The question is looking for an examination of the claim that Amos was nothing but a prophet of social 
justice, the implication being that Amos perhaps played a variety of roles through his prophecy.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This candidate provides strong evidence for Amos’ preoccupation with social justice, even providing insights 
from sociology.  There is also a consideration of the view that Amos further advocated Zion Theology, the 
Mosaic tradition, and a return to the appropriate sacrificial system.

Mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This essay gives a reasonable defence of the view that Amos’ prophecy is a combination of threats of 
doom, concerns about social ‘justice’ and a nod towards hope.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This essay has a weak focus on the issue of social justice.  Although several points do relate to it, including 
the conclusion, other material simply gives information about Amos without relating it to the question.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 8
Examine the importance of symbolic acts in the prophecies of Isaiah of Jerusalem and Jeremiah. 
  [25]

Mark scheme
For Isaiah, candidates might refer to:

• 7:1-9 – Isaiah’s delivery to Ahaz of the sign of Shear-jashub in the Syro-Ephraimite war Immanuel, as an 
assurance to the king that in the worst case, a remnant shall return from captivity;

• 7:10-17 – the second sign, of Immanuel – God is with us;

• 8:1-4 – Maher-shalal-hash-baz as a third sign;

• 20:1-6 – Isaiah walking naked and barefoot as a warning to Egypt of approaching captivity;

For Jeremiah, candidates might refer to:

• 13:1-11 – the linen belt, symbolizing the rotten state of Judah;

• 16:1-9 – Jeremiah forbidden to marry and have children – as an important reminder that the nation’s 
destruction was imminent;

• 18:1-12 – the potter’s house: God as the sovereign potter who works the clay of all nations and peoples;

• 19:1-15 – smashing the clay pot in Hinnom, symbolic of smashing Judah;

• 27:1-28:17 – Jeremiah and the yoke symbolizing unconditional surrender to Babylon;

• 32:1-15 – Jeremiah’s purchase of the field to symbolize an eventual return to normality;

• 43:8-13 – burying stones in the entrance to Pharaoh’s palace to symbolize the fate of the exiles in Egypt;

• 51:59-64 – throwing the scroll in the Euphrates, to symbolize Babylon’s destruction.

Weaker candidates will simply list symbolic acts. Stronger responses will consider the importance both 
of individual acts, and of symbolic acts within the prophecy of Isaiah/Jeremiah as a whole – i.e. they are 
a dramatic enforcement of the message – a visual presentation of the spoken word that has the power to 
bring about what is symbolized.

General comment
The examiners are looking for an analysis of the importance of symbolic acts in the prophecies of Isaiah 
and Jeremiah.  The focus of the question is on the importance of symbolic acts, not simply a list describing 
them.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This essay gives a good selection of symbolic acts from Isaiah and Jeremiah and concludes that symbolic 
acts were used to show the relationship with, and attitude of, God to his people.  They were also predictive, 
even though they were not believed.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This essay gives a fair selection of symbolic acts from Jeremiah and Isaiah.  The conclusion does show the 
importance of symbolic acts, but that importance is not shown so well in the body of the essay.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Question 9
In your view, which were greater, the pre-canonical or the pre-exilic prophets? [25]

Mark scheme
This question requires a lot of thinking, so credit all attempts to make a case. Some candidates are likely to 
see the work of certain prophets as seminal, whatever the real justification for such a view. Samuel might 
be seen in this light, for example, as an important transitional figure between the offices of seer and nabi; 
also in so far as he was a judge, and had priestly and political functions which later prophets sometimes 
exercised. He also fostered ‘ideal’ Yahwism and anointed and criticised kings, setting an example for what 
followed, where it is claimed that prophets always criticised or kept an eye on the excesses of kings. Similar 
cases will be made for Moses and Elijah. If these prophets are important in this way, then they might be 
said to be more important than the pre-exilic prophets.

On the other hand, it could be said that the pre-exilic prophets were more important, for example in the fact 
that they had books written in their names, and were sent for in important times and places also, such as 
Jeremiah at the crucial watershed of the Babylonian exile, or Isaiah during the Syro-Ephraimite war.

Some might conclude that neither group was more important than the other, since both exercised crucial 
roles with kings, both threatened dire consequences for abandoning Yahweh and the covenant, both 
performed miracles, both criticised false prophets, and so on.

General comment
The examiner is looking for grounds of comparison by which candidates might judge the relative greatness 
of the pre-canonical and pre-exilic prophets: e.g. miracle-working, power, focus, mission, etc.  To access 
higher grades, essays must provide a comparative framework as opposed to just listing who did what.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
Most high-grade essays would require different viewpoints, but this essay still qualified, as a high-grade 
essay, because of the amount of evidence provided for its view, which is developed with enthusiasm.

Mark awarded = 19 out of 25



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

88 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Example candidate response – C grade



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

89 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

90 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Examiner comment
The candidate makes some reasonable points in favour of the pre-canonical prophets, e.g. their miraculous 
powers, multiple functions, and their status as forerunners of the pre-exilic prophets.  The essay concludes 
with a valid claim that both groups of prophets reached greatness in fulfilling their functions and merits a 
grade C.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25

Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
The essay is primarily a list of what the pre-canonical and pre-exilic prophets did/achieved.  The conclusion 
to the essay makes one simple comparative point – that the pre-canonical prophets laid the foundations for 
all prophecy.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Section C
All the biblical verses for Question 10 are from the Revised Standard Version in this booklet.

Each of the four gobbets was marked out of six, with one additional mark available for overall performance.  
Where a + sign follows a mark, this indicates that the answer was worth slightly more than the actual mark 
awarded and contributed to the awarding of the extra mark for overall performance. 

Question 10 (a)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(a)  And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And 
Joshua the son of Nun, the minister of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, 
forbid them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s 
people were prophets, that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!” And Moses and the 
elders of Israel returned to the camp. (Numbers 11:27-30)

Mark scheme
Context is the development of Moses’ responsibilities as a leader, where those responsibilities are lightened 
by transferring his authority to 70 elders. Candidates could raise a number of background points, such as:

• the tent of meeting (v.16);

• Moses’ ruach/divine spirit (cf.24:2; Judges 11:29), and the issue of charismatic leadership;

• the 70:1 ratio;

• the prophetic ‘contagion’ affecting the two outside the camp;

• ecstatic prophecy and its origins, and the fact that it is apparently sanctioned here;

• the association of cloud with theophany;

• the peculiarity that the 70 elders prophesied no more;

• the association of this narrative with the E tradition.

In this part of the narrative, Joshua wanted to forbid Eldad and Medad from prophesying, the inference 
being that their actions were disapproved of because they were copying the style of Canaanite prophets. 
There is also an implication that Moses might be jealous of his prophetic prerogative, but Moses’ reply 
suggests (1) that he approves of ecstatic/ruach prophecy when it is performed in Yahweh’s name, as 
opposed to that of Canaanite Baal, and (2) that he is not jealous of others prophesying, because there is a 
need for the people to learn about God from genuine prophets.

General comment
For this extract, candidates are expected to comment on the case of Eldad and Medad and the issue of 
ecstatic ‘transfer’.  Some might be able to comment on the origin of the material which seems to be an 
editorial attempt to legitimise ecstasy in the early periods, in connection with Moses.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
The candidate gives a very detailed analysis of the gobbet, and combines good understanding with 
analysis – for example the comparison between “contagious prophetism” and Elijah’s transference of his 
spirit to Elisha.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate gives a general overview of the main points of the text, together with some critical comment, 
e.g. that some scholars identity this as the origin of prophecy in Israel.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

96 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This candidate gives a basic overview of Eldad and Medad, and Moses’ reaction to their prophecy.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (b)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(b)  And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams, or by Urim, 
or by prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, that 
I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a medium at 
Endor.” (1 Samuel 28:6-9)

Mark scheme
Context is Saul’s consultation of the spirit of Samuel through the witch (the medium) of Endor. This passage 
seems to have been inserted between 28:2 and 29:1, and belongs properly after chapter 30, the scene 
being at Gilboa (v.4) and nearby at Endor (v.7), on the night before the crucial battle with the Philistine army. 
The Philistines are camped at Shunem, opposite Gilboa.

Samuel had died, and Saul had disposed of the mediums and wizards, and the traditional ‘lots’ of dreams 
and Urim had failed him, so had none of the ordinary means of consulting prophets/mediums concerning 
the nature and outcome of the battle. Saul was terrified at the size of the Philistine army, so Saul instructed 
his servants to find a female medium. One is found in Endor, and Saul visits her in disguise, and asks for a 
spirit to be conjured up. The medium is reluctant reminding him that mediums have been banished from 
the land by (his own) policy. Saul swears that she will receive no punishment, so she summons the spirit of 
Samuel, whom she describes as a “god”. Samuel tells him that because of his refusal to destroy Amalek 
totally, his kingdom has been given to David, and that he will die in the battle.

Comment can focus on any part of this narrative, but should include comment on “dreams and Urim” – the 
nature of the sacred lots used for divinatory purposes, and in particular the part played by the medium of 
Endor.

General comment
This gobbet deals with Saul’s consultation with the medium at Endor, in the absence of communication with 
Yahweh.  The examiners are looking for details such as: an analysis of the reasons for Yahweh’s silence, the 
prohibition of necromancy; the reason Saul consulted the medium, and the result.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate takes an unusual and interesting approach to the gobbet, looking at the background 
psychology – for example Saul’s desperation affected his reasoning powers, so led him to make irrational 
decisions.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This candidate focuses on the action of Saul in consulting a medium.  This was prohibited in the Law 
because it was tantamount to worshipping other gods, hence the forbidding of astrology and necromancy.  
The punishment for continued sin was to be the loss of his kingdom.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This answer deals only with the reasons for Yahweh’s silence despite Saul’s attempts to seek guidance.  
This aspect is satisfactory, but the bulk of the gobbet on the medium of Endor is ignored.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (c)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(c)  But [Elijah] himself went a day’s  journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
broom tree; and he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my 
life; for I am no better than my fathers.” (1 Kings 19:4)

Mark scheme
The context is the revelation to Elijah on Horeb. Elijah has killed the Baal prophets on Carmel. Ahab tells 
Jezebel what Elijah has done, and she threatens Elijah’s life. Elijah flees to Beersheba, goes a day’s journey 
into the wilderness (an expected setting for theophanic appearances – as with Jesus’ temptations in the 
wilderness).

Apart from the narrative context, comments might be made on:

• “broom” = rotem: a white flower with a maroon centre;

• the speed of Elijah’s translation 130 miles south of Jezreel, well within Judah;

• his previous ecstatic feat of running before Ahab’s chariot;

• Elijah’s arrival at Horeb; the significance of Horeb (a northern // to Judahite Sinai); significance of Sinai/
Horeb for theophany and revelation of the Law;

• the request for death reflects the semitic concept that life/nephesh comes from God, and can only be 
ended by God, and definitely not by suicide;

• “no better than my fathers” – anybody’s guess. Possibly the phrase implies disgust with his own fear, or 
self-loathing at having killed so many, or at the lack of success against Jezebel;

• the angel is hailed by commentaries as a feature of E and J alike, so take your pick;

• accept comments about angels as messengers/intermediaries/being equivalent to God himself, and so 
the experience is equivalent to a theophany;

• accept some extended reference to the theophany at Horeb, but 19:1-8 should be the boundaries for 
extended comment on the context itself.

General comment
The examiner is looking for an analysis of Elijah’s actions in the aftermath of his destruction of Jezebel’s 
prophets, such as: the significance of Sinai/Horeb, the surprising request for death, and so on.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This is a cleverly written answer that looks at the attraction of death for Elijah, the ironic nature of his 
request, considering his achievements against the Baal prophets, and the ‘return to the wilderness’ theme.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate refers coherently to the conflict between Elijah and Jezebel, and suggests that the stress 
of that conflict might explain Elijah’s wish to die.  The answer also provides some speculation concerning 
Elijah’s journey to Horeb.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate gives a very basic account of the reasons for Elijah’s wish for death, primarily because of 
Jezebel’s wish to kill him.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

106 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Question 10 (d)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(d)  “... Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, `I will entice him.’ And the 
LORD said to him, `By what means?’ And he said, `I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, `You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go forth 
and do so.’ Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your 
prophets; the LORD has spoken evil concerning you.” (1 Kings 22:21-23)

Mark scheme
Context is the death of Ahab in battle, the reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah, and the accession of Ahaziah in 
Israel. Verses 1-40 continue the story of the Aramean/Syrian wars from chapter 20. Syria and Israel had had 
three years of peace, during which Syria and Israel had made an alliance. The alliance had been successful, 
along with other allies, in resisting the invading Assyrians at the battle of Qarqar (853). Ahab now allies 
with Jehoshaphat of Judah, cementing the alliance with a marriage arrangement for his daughter. Ahab 
persuades Jehoshaphat to recapture the disputed town of Ramoth-gilead, east of the Jordan. Before the 
raid, they seek God’s approval through the prophets, so Ahab gathers together 400 court prophets, who 
approve the venture. Jehoshaphat thinks this too glib, so asks if there is another “prophet of the Lord” from 
whom they can enquire. Micaiah ben Imlah arrives, predicts success, but on being pressed by Ahab admits 
that the venture will fail. He details a vision of the heavenly court in which Yahweh asks one of the court to 
“entice” Ahab so that he will die at Ramoth-gilead. A member of the court volunteers to be a spirit of lying 
prophecy, and succeeds in persuading the campaign to go ahead. Ahab dies while the battle is lost.

Comment should be made on:

• why Yahweh wishes to deceive Ahab;

• the nature of the heavenly court;

• the fact that the editor is saying clearly that false prophecy comes from Yahweh.

General comment
The focal point of this gobbet is that the lying spirit of prophecy is controlled by Yahweh, so the implication 
is that fake prophecy can, paradoxically, be true prophecy, because it is used by Yahweh to achieve his 
purposes.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate gives a succinct and accurate analysis of the gobbet, noting that although the scenario is 
an example of a clash between true and false prophets, the definition of a true/fake prophet becomes 
complicated, because some true prophets are enticed by Yahweh into lying. Micaiah’s true prophecy is 
disclosed by vision, and fulfills Elijah’s prophecy concerning Ahab.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate correctly identifies the point of the gobbet in the lying spirit of prophecy, and includes some 
of the main points relevant to this extract.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This candidate gives a basic outline of the gobbet – the decision to deceive the King, the prediction of 
victory, the King’s disbelief and eventual death.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (e)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(e)  Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O people of Israel, against the whole 
family which I brought up out of the land of Egypt:

 ‘You only have I known

  of all the families of the earth;

 therefore I will punish you

  for all your iniquities.’  (Amos 3:1-2)

Mark scheme
The context in the Book of Amos is 3:1-6:14: a series of exhortations concerning Israel’s sinfulness and 
God’s inevitable punishment of it. The series comes in 3 sections, each one prefaced, as here, by the 
exhortation to “Hear this ...” (3:1; 4:1; 5:1).

Amos is talking about the theology of the ‘election’, i.e. the belief that in Egypt, God had elected the 
ancestors of Israel to be his chosen people. The result of election is that the privileges of being the chosen 
nation means that Israel had to show greater responses in keeping the demands of the covenant, which are 
the ‘text’ of the election. That is why God says, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth” – 
Israel has been selected above all the other nations of the earth (Exodus 19:4-6; Deuteronomy 7:6), so the 
nations are assembled to witness her punishment. The punishment is irrevocable doom.

In 3-8, Amos illustrates the irrevocable nature of the prophetic word: God acts in history to send disaster as 
well as reward, and discloses his will to his prophets. The imagery of the roaring lion shows the fear inspired 
by this fact – “The lion has roared; who will not fear” – “The Lord God has spoken; who can but prophesy?” 
(verse 8) – Amos is saying that the punishment is inevitable – he is compelled to speak the words.

General comment
The examiners are looking for an understanding of the background themes.  In particular, Amos is talking 
about the ‘election’ of Israel to be God’s chosen people, which requires greater responsibility in obeying the 
covenant stipulations.  Amos illustrates the irrevocable nature of the prophetic word.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate understands the background of the gobbet in the theology of the election, and comments 
fluently on Amos’ inevitable pronouncements of destruction as a punishment for covenant violation.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
This candidate makes the central point, that election ideology does not apply where the Israelites have 
disobeyed Yahweh.  The Israelites have taken advantage of their special position.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This candidate makes the point that being chosen was a duty to be taken seriously and that failure to do that 
would merit punishment.  Most of the rest of the points are repetitive or inconsequential.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (f)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(f)  “In that day I will raise up 

  the booth of David that is fallen 

 and repair its breaches, 

  and raise up its ruins, 

  and rebuild it as in the days of old; 

 that they may possess the remnant of Edom 

  and all the nations who are called by my name,” 

  says the LORD who does this. (Amos 9:11-12)

Mark scheme
The immediate context here is a prophecy of restoration, in the concluding chapter of the Book of Amos.

The main focus of interest is the nature of 9:11-15, which is generally considered to be part of a general 
editing of the Book of the Twelve, appended to Amos in particular in order to counterbalance his harsh 
message. In so far as this material marks a departure from the series of doom oracles elsewhere in Amos, 
comment is likely to be confined to this issue, and it is acceptable for candidates to gain maximum marks 
where such comment is extended and clear. Comment is likely to be reasonable here, since the issue of the 
book’s ending is generally well taught.

Verse 11 is a prophecy of the restoration of the “booth of David”, i.e. the Davidic dynasty, together with a 
description of the age to come, when the reconstructed kingdom will be an earthly paradise; the plowman 
shall overtake the reaper, the mountains shall drip sweet wine, the ruined cities shall be rebuilt, and 
unending security will follow.

Comment might be made on:

• the history and fate of the Davidic dynasty;

• the geographical location of Edom, and its dealings with Israel;

• the antagonism with Edom. Since this intensified during the exilic period, probably owing to Edomite 
incursions following Israel’s defeat by Assyria, the reference in v.12 is more likely to be a later addition.

• Yahweh’s universal power/the nations called by his name.

General comment
This extract deals with the salvation oracle at the end of the Book of Amos.  It invites candidates to consider 
whether or not this is an editorial addition/a redaction by the editor of the Book of the Twelve/a change of 
heart by Amos/the work of a disciple, and so on.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
The candidate here gives a thorough analysis of the nature of the gobbet as a probable editorial 
interpolation, Judahite and pro-Davidic; perhaps related to Amos’ origins from Tekoa in the South.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate raises the question of whether the text belongs to Amos or to a later editor, and mentions 
that Amos might be using remnant theology.  There is a comparison with the tone of 3:1-2, although no 
further analysis is given.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6



Paper 1   Prophets of the Old Testament

117 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate identifies the reference to David in terms of the Nathan Oracle in 2 Samuel 7, and gives a 
simple exposition of the promise, ratified by the prophetic formula, “Declares the Lord”.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (g)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(g) Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; 

  for the LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land.

 There is no faithfulness or kindness,

  and no knowledge of God in the land;

 there is swearing, lying, killing, stealing, and committing adultery;

  they break all bounds and murder follows murder.

 Therefore the land mourns,

  and all who dwell in it languish,

 and also the beasts of the field,

  and the birds of the air;

 and even the fish of the sea are taken away. (Hosea 4:1-3)

Mark scheme
The extract is a general one, so credit quality of comment rather than specifics.

• Some might mention the rib – the “controversy” referred to in line 2 – God’s ‘covenant lawsuit’ against 
Israel as having abrogated the agreement;

• The root of the controversy is the fact that the Israelites have no time either for Yahweh or for their 
fellow Israelites;

• “Faithfulness” and “kindness” (hesed) are the major theological themes in Hosea, as is the “knowledge 
of God”, and comment should be made on those;

• General comment might be given on “swearing, lying, killing”, etc., perhaps in relation to the 
commandments;

• Some might interpret “murder follows murder” in terms of the fate of successive kings;

• The fact that the land loses beasts, birds and fish is a sign that the covenant has ended, and the benefits 
of ‘the land’ have been withdrawn by God;

• Some might identify the initial controversy as being with ‘priest and prophet’, as outlined in verses 4-6.

General comment
The examiners are looking for some understanding of the covenant lawsuit prosecuted by Yahweh against 
Israel for breaking the covenant stipulations.  Also ‘faithfulness’ and ‘kindness’ (hesed) are major themes in 
Hosea.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate focuses clearly on Israel’s breaking of the stipulations of the covenant, particularly in the 
absence of faithfulness and kindness.  Murder, adultery and stealing, go against covenant law.  As a result, 
what they have will be taken from them so that they have nothing left to offer Baal.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
This candidate correctly identifies stealing, killing and committing adultery as breaking the Mosaic covenant.  
This was the basis for destruction because Israel was unable to stop sinning but the point comes across 
that ultimately, God will nevertheless be merciful.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate gives a basic statement that Israel has broken the covenant stipulations.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (h)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(h)  Then the LORD said to me, “Take a large tablet and write upon it in common characters, 
`Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz.’” And I got reliable witnesses, Uriah the priest and 
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah, to attest for me. And I went to the prophetess, and she 
conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, “Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz ...” 
(Isaiah 8:1-3)

Mark scheme
Having just given the sign of Shear-jashub (7:1-9) and the sign of Immanuel (7:10-17), Isaiah now gives Ahaz 
a third sign – that of Maher-shalal-hash-baz, meaning ‘The spoil speeds, the prey hastes’. The assurance 
comes in verse 4: before the child is able to speak the words, ‘my father’, or ‘my mother’, the wealth of 
Damascus and Syria will be carried away by the Assyrians.

Comment might be given on:

• the background to the Syro-Ephraimite war;

• the “large tablet” would be of wood;

• “Uriah the priest” is referred to in 2 Kings 16:10-16;

• “Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah” might have been Ahaz’s father-in-law (2 Kings 18:2);

• the sign is “attested” as a legal document to show that it has force, and that it has prophetic force;

• “the prophetess” – presumably Isaiah’s wife, or perhaps a cultic prophetess.

General comment
The examiners are looking for understanding and knowledge of Israel’s third sign to Ahaz in connection with 
the Syro-Ephraimite War.  Candidates should be able to pick out some of the details, e.g. the tablets, the 
‘attestation’ as a legal document, the ‘prophetess’ – perhaps a cultic prophetess, and so on.
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate correctly identifies the context of the Syro-Ephraimite War, and explains the importance of 
Isaiah’s witnesses.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grades A or E.
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Question 10 (i)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(i) There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

  the spirit of counsel and might,

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

  or decide by what his ears hear ... (Isaiah 11:1-3)

Mark scheme
The context is that this is part of the prophecy of the ideal Davidic king who will bring about a new 
messianic age (verses 1-9):

• accept comments on the nature of the king, and about the messiah in general;

• comments about the 6 gifts of the spirit (to which the Greek LXX adds ‘piety’) – e.g. wisdom and justice 
were traditionally associated in the ideal king (see 1 Kings 3; Psalm 72);

• comments about the stump of Jesse/the branch – Jesse as David’s father;

• comparisons with (for example) 9:2-7;

• the background of the narrative, perhaps being the accession of Hezekiah as king;

• the messianic king will not judge by what his eyes and ears tell him, but rather by the spiritual gifts he 
has from God.

General comment
The examiners are looking for an analysis of Isaiah’s portrait of the ideal Davidic King who will bring about a 
new messianic age – the King’s nature and gifts, and the possible background, perhaps in the accession of 
Hezekiah.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate gives the immediate application of the gobbet as possibly being Hezekiah, and mentions that 
some refer it to Jesus.  The background to the ‘stump of Jesse’ is explained in terms of Isaiah’s Davidic 
theology.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate picks out the main features of the gobbet – the descendant of Jesse as the coming Messiah 
who will be vital to Judah’s survival – also the fact that the oracle offers eternal hope, since it has no time 
limit.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate is correct in saying that the gobbet refers to the remnant that will reconstitute Israel, 
although wrong in saying that the remnant would do the saving.  Also correct is the reference to the 
Davidic descendant (the root), and the reference to the similar idea of Solomon’s spirit of wisdom and 
understanding.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 10 (j)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(j) The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, 

  Thus says the LORD, 

 I remember the devotion of your youth,

  your love as a bride,

 how you followed me in the wilderness,

  in a land not sown.

 Israel was holy to the LORD,

  the first fruits of his harvest.

 All who ate of it became guilty;

  evil came upon them, 

   says the LORD.” (Jeremiah 2:1-3)

Mark scheme
Context follows Jeremiah’s call narrative, and its related visions in 1:4-19. In 2:1-37, Jeremiah describes 
Israel’s apostasy.

The oracle is marked off from what goes before by the formula, “The word of the Lord”;

• “The devotion of your youth” refers to the early period following the election of the nation as God’s 
chosen people, where God was (for the most part) worshipped properly. The image of the “bride”, as 
virginal and untried, reinforces this image (cf. Deuteronomy 8:2-4);

• The image of the bride further compares the Sinai covenant with the marriage vow (cf. Hosea 2:16): God 
defended his bride against all attempts to violate her (e.g. by the Amalekites, the Canaanites, the Philistines, 
and so on);

• Somebody who has made this kind of bonding (as in the bridal metaphor) is not free to break it: 
swearing loyalty and fidelity require faithfulness to the marriage partner;

• The escaping Hebrew slaves, during this period, followed God in the wilderness, in a land with no crops 
in it – emphasizing the depth of their trust in God to provide for them (which he did by miracles such as 
the manna and the quails);

• This theme now introduces a different metaphor in verses 2b-3 – namely the first-fruits of the harvest. The 
first produce of the season – the most tender – is offered to Yahweh in acknowledgement of the fact that he 
is the source of the harvest (e.g. Leviticus 25:23). Thus Israel is now described as being “holy” to God as the 
first-fruits of his harvest. Both metaphors (the bride and the first-fruits) therefore reinforce the image of Israel 
as bonded/dedicated to God in an exclusive relationship – a central theme of the covenant relationship (Exodus 
19:6);

• In 3b, there is an abrupt transition – whoever eats the first-fruits (that belong to Yahweh) is to eat what 
belongs to Yahweh, and is thus to pervert the proper relationship between Yahweh and his people. 
Jeremiah gives no indication of how this is done, but offers it as a simple contrast to the images of the 
bride and the first-fruits: the honeymoon is over; the relationship is perverted; true evil has arrived.

Verses 4–9 then follow with a description of how God has remained faithful, despite Israel’s rebellion.
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General comment
The examiners are looking for an identification of this gobbet as being part of Jeremiah’s call narrative, in 
which Jeremiah/God describes Israel’s apostasy.  There are several ideas for candidates to pick up on, such 
as the bridal metaphor, the emphasis on the time of ideal worship in the wilderness, the metaphor of the 
first-fruits of the harvest, and the evil that arrives from eating what belongs to Yahweh (the first-fruits). The 
last sentence of the gobbet is rather ambiguous in the Hebrew, so considerable leeway is allowed in its 
interpretation.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
The candidate contrasts Israel’s present immorality with the past faithfulness recalled in this passage:  
faithfulness in times of trouble.  The first-fruits metaphor shows Israel’s value to God.  Israel was chosen 
first before other nations, which implied covenant responsibility.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate correctly identifies the tone of the gobbet – the first-fruits metaphor, indicating that Israel had 
forgotten/abandoned the exclusive relationship with Yahweh.  There is a useful parallel between the bride 
metaphor and the language of Hosea.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Question 10 (k)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken):

(k)  “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.” 
(Jeremiah 29:4-6)

Mark scheme
The context is Jeremiah’s letters to the exiles in Babylon from 598 BC. There was tension after 598, and 
before the destruction of 587, between those who had gone and those left in Jerusalem.

Jeremiah supports those in exile by referring to them as the special objects of God’s concern and the real 
hope for the future.

The letter is carried by royal messengers (verses 1-3). Its main message is, ‘build/live/plant/eat’. The oracles 
within the letter insist that the exilic groups were being misled by the same useless assurances of a quick 
return that Jeremiah has mentioned in 27:12-15, where he urges Zedekiah of Judah to make submission to 
the king of Babylon to avoid everybody dying by sword and pestilence. Those prophets who told him that 
the people should not serve the king of Babylon were false prophets, and did not speak in Yahweh’s name. 
Hence the exiles were to establish homes in Babylonia and even to assist with the welfare of the state. God 
would in the end restore them (a 70-year figure is mentioned in 25:11 & 27:7), whereas those who predicted 
otherwise (like Ahab and Zedekiah, v.21) would die.

The exile ended in 539, when Cyrus of Persia permitted the return of the Jews to their homeland.

Some might comment on the strangeness of Jeremiah’s relations with Zedekiah and the court, who 
probably regarded him as a quisling.

General comment
The examiners are looking for an analysis of Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles from 598 B.C., and of the tension 
between those who had gone and those left in Jerusalem.  Jeremiah supports those in exile, describing 
them as objects of God’s special concern.  Candidates should know that Jeremiah is insisting that the exilic 
groups should not be misled by promises of a quick return.
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
The candidate identifies Jeremiah’s concern and support for the exilic groups (after 598), and refers usefully 
to 23:7 (not 23:3), where Jeremiah says that the people will no longer swear by the day they leave Egypt but 
by the day they return from Exile.  Reference is also made to the baskets of figs in ch.24, again signifying 
God’s approval of the exilic groups.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
This candidate correctly identifies the gobbet as relating to the Babylonian deportation.  The contrast with 
the instruction to Jeremiah not to marry or partake in feasts is a good one, and illustrates the message of 
hope to the exiles.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Paper 2   The Four Gospels

Generic mark scheme

A grade – For a candidate to achieve this, most, if not all, of the material in the mark scheme must be 
covered in an informed and mature way. The candidate needs to demonstrate that they can compare, 
contrast and evaluate the views of scholars and schools of religious thought. They need to give personal 
insights and show evidence of independent thought and evaluative judgements being in complete control 
of the material and have excellent quality of language.

C grade – A C grade answer needs to demonstrate good, accurate factual knowledge which is 
coherently constructed and displays definite evidence of reading scholarly comment. It would include 
reference to all the main points in the mark scheme but not in great depth. The answer should show a 
clear understanding of the question and display a reasonable quality of language.

E grade – For a candidate to receive E grade their answer will be the minimum acceptable quality for an 
A level pass, having basic factual knowledge, accurate and sufficient, largely relevant, analysis, critical 
ability, reasoning limited but occasionally attempted. The candidate will show they have understood the 
main point of the question and made a promising start but may have lost sight of this. Language limited.

All the biblical verses for Question 1 are from the Revised Standard Version in this booklet.

Question 1 (a)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(a)  So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to 
the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the 
Christ fourteen generations.  (Matthew 1:17)

Mark scheme
Context: end of Matthew’s genealogy
Points:

• only in Matthew

• significance of Abraham, David ... deportation to Babylon

• significance of 14 generations ... 3 × 14 = 42

• significance of ‘the Christ’, a separate generation from Jesus
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This is an excellent example of a top grade answer: it sticks solely to commenting on the gobbet. It is 
clearly placed in context at the start and every sentence gives a relevant point relating to the text. The 
answer covers all the main points of the mark scheme clearly and shows the candidate has understood 
the significance of this verse. This candidate received full marks for this answer – marks were awarded for 
context, comment on it being only found in Matthew, the comment on Abraham, David and the Deportation, 
the significance of the fourteen generations, mention of the humanity of Jesus and comparison with the 
genealogy found in Luke.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
This answer includes a lot of the points contained in the mark scheme but they are presented in bullet 
point form rather than an answer that shows the candidate can connect their ideas together to address the 
gobbet. It needed further development of these points for a higher grade.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This answer identifies the context correctly but then writes about events that are not relevant to the question, 
i.e. The Magi, the prophets Isaiah, Micah and Jeremiah. The candidate needs to stick to the gobbet contents 
only. 

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (b)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken). 

(b)  They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their 
fringes long, and they love the place of honour at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, 
and salutations in the market places, and being called rabbi by men. (Matthew 23:5-7)

Mark scheme
Context: Discourse against the Pharisees in the last section of the main part of the Gospel.
Points:

• only in Matthew, but links with 6:1ff

• who are they? – some discussion concerning the Pharisees – hypocrisy

• phylacteries and fringes? – significance of them being broad and long

• meaning and significance of ‘rabbi’

• contrast with the message of Jesus about humility and service

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
Another excellent example of a top grade answer: the gobbet is set in context at the onset of the answer 
and the comment is restricted to material relevant to the passage. Mention is made of these verses 
showing an anti-Jewish tone when Matthew is known to be pro-Jewish. This grade A answer shows a clear 
understanding of whom the Pharisees were and what they stood for. It makes mention of the title ‘rabbi’ and 
makes mention of the conflict they had with Jesus without being drawn into too much unnecessary retelling of 
conflict instances.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade C.

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
A lengthy answer but it deviates from the contents of the gobbet. It clearly states that this is to do with 
Jesus and the Pharisees but it concentrates too much on the issue of the Pharisees and not on the gobbet. 
See mark scheme for what should be commented on.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (c)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken). 

(c)  And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   (Mark 1:7-8)

Mark scheme
Context: From the description of John the Baptist and his ministry at the beginning of the gospel.
Points:

• Who is preaching? And who is coming after?

• Significance of what is said about someone coming after…John the forerunner.

• Significance of ‘the thong of whose sandals…’.

• Discussion concerning baptism by water.

• Contrast with baptism with the Holy Spirit. What is meant by the latter?

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This gobbet concentrates on the words of John the Baptist not his actions and this grade A answer 
concentrates on the significance these words have at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. The answer covers 
all of the points included in the mark scheme. It shows understanding of John’s purpose as a pre-requisite 
of Jesus and the contrast between the divinity of Jesus and the humanity of John. Once again the answer 
puts the gobbet in correct context straightaway and restricts its comment to these verses only. The 
temptation when answering this gobbet is to go on at length about the retelling of the events of the baptism 
of Jesus by John but this is not relevant here and must be avoided.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
This is a good, concise answer which clearly identifies the context and gives sound comment. Further 
development of the comment would have secured a higher grade.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E. 
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Question 1 (d)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(d)  And he came the third time, and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
enough; the hour has come; the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; see, my betrayer is at hand,” (Mark 14:41-42)

Mark scheme
Context: Jesus and his disciples at Gethsemane, following the Passover meal (last supper).
Points:

• Who came a third time? And who were still sleeping?

• Why were they sleeping?

• Comment upon ‘it is enough; the hour has come’.

• Significance meaning and use of the term Son of man here.

• Who is the betrayer? And what is he about to do?

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
Immediately placed in the correct context then backed up with relevant comments, this answer addresses 
all the key points mentioned in the mark scheme. It clearly focuses on what is contained in the gobbet: the 
humanity of Jesus, the failure of the disciples, the approach of the betrayer and the time of Jesus’ death being 
imminent.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
No credit is given for copying text from the question. However, this is a sound answer, full of relevant 
comment. It is clear and concise. The context is identified and main ideas are referred to. To improve on this 
grade the candidate needed to include more points and provide a  more detailed answer.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Question 1 (e)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(e)  Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, preaching and bringing the good news 
of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who 
provided for them out of their means.  (Luke 8:1-3)

Mark scheme
Context: Galilean ministry, after Luke’s story of the anointing at the house of Simon the Pharisee
Points:

• L material – only in Luke

• Comment upon Jesus’ mission to the ‘cities and villages’ – comparison with Luke 10.

• Comment upon the significance of the 12 being accompanied by women.

• Comment upon ‘had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities’.

• Particular Lukan significance of the women, some of whom also appear at the Cross in all three 
synoptics.

• Comment upon ‘provided for them out of their means’.

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This answer picks out all the key ideas from the gobbet and gives mature comment on them. It talks about 
the ‘mission’ and the significance of the number ‘twelve’. Comment is also made surrounding the place of 
women in Jesus’ ministry. It is clearly written and shows good development.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
The candidate starts by placing the gobbet in a general context and then goes on to comment on Luke 
writing for the marginalised in society with reference to women. Everything in the answer is relevant but 
there are so many other points which could be included. This would then gain a higher grade.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate focuses on the inclusion of women in this gobbet and solely makes comment upon this 
without mentioning the context or any other key points. See mark scheme for further ideas.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (f)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(f)  And he said to them, “What is this conversation which you are holding with each other as you 
walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?”  (Luck 24:17-18)

Mark scheme
Context: The resurrection appearance on the way to Emmaus, after a discussion about the ‘things’ that have 
happened in Jerusalem recently
Points:

• Who is ‘he’? And why were his companions looking sad?

• L material.

• Comment upon Cleopas – not known from elsewhere.

• ‘Visitor to Jerusalem’ – Passover time.

• Comment upon how Luke begins and ends his gospel in Jerusalem.

• Comment upon Lukan post-resurrection appearances generally.

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
A detailed answer with relevant comment. This sets the gobbet in context straightaway and makes mention 
of much of the mark scheme. It shows a good understanding of the significance of these verses and is 
maturely handled.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
Everything that is included in this answer is relevant and is succinctly expressed. To improve the candidate’s 
marks there needed to be the further development of these ideas.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This candidate merely retells the story and fails to make any comment about the interests of the gobbet. 
See mark scheme for the type of comment expected.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 6
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Question 1 (g)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(g)  When the steward of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where 
it came from (thought the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward of the feast 
called the bridegroom and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first; and when men 
have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”  (John 
2:9-10)

Mark scheme
Context: The first act of Jesus’ ministry in John at the wedding at Cana in Galilee
Points:

• only in John

• significance of the position of this event in the gospel story

• question of the unnecessary nature of the miracle

• comment upon how this miracle is very different from the others in John

• discussion as to the symbolic significance of the new wine

•  possible reference here to the superiority of Jesus’ message to the old law (cf synoptic new wine and 
old wine skins)

Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate provides a sound answer to this gobbet. Straightaway it is set in context and then every 
sentence includes a relevant comment on the verses. There is no retelling of the story, instead, it is confined 
to discussion of the main areas of interest. The language shows a clear understanding of the event referred 
to.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
A good answer which correctly identifies the context and then gives relevant comment. The candidate 
needed to write more and to develop the key ideas further to be awarded a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
This candidate correctly identifies the context and makes one further relevant point when referring to the 
messiahship of Jesus. The bulk of this answer is taken up by retelling the story which is not necessary. To 
improve upon this grade a candidate would need to cover several of the main points outlined in the mark 
scheme.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (h)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following passages (wherever possible 
answers should refer to the context of the passage but should not retell the story from which the 
passage is taken).

(h)  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:2-3)

Mark scheme
Context: Early in John’s account of Jesus’ ministry, just after the first Passover
Points:

• Who is ‘this man’? And why did he come by night?

• Only in John.

• Significance of him saying ‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher come from God’.

• Comment upon reference to ‘signs’ – what were they (cf also 2:23–24)?

• Comment upon the meaning of Jesus’ response.

• Comment upon ‘the kingdom of God’ – what did this mean for John?
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Example candidate response – grade A

Examiner comment
This candidate gives very detailed comment on this gobbet and all of it is relevant. The answer displays a 
sound knowledge and understanding, setting it in context immediately and then proceeding to bring out 
the key points. There is no unnecessary retelling of the story but the candidate sticks to the main areas of 
concern.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C

Examiner comment
A good answer which correctly identifies the context and then gives relevant comment. The candidate 
needed to write more and to develop the key ideas further to be awarded a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E

Examiner comment
The candidate knows something surrounding this story of the man coming to Jesus but it is a mere retelling 
of the incident with only one real point of comment made. See the mark scheme for the material which 
could have been included.

Mark awarded = 1 out of 6
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Question 2
Examine the importance of the Sermon on the Mount for Matthew’s gospel.      [25]

Mark scheme
Candidates will know the first part of the Sermon and many will make a great deal of the beatitudes.  The 
linking of the sermon with the rest of the gospel makes this more difficult. There are dangers that weaker 
answers will include a lot of material from outside the Sermon (credit can only be given for this when it is 
used in comparison) or will simply rewrite the main teaching found in chapters 5–7. In addition to drawing 
out some of the important themes, good answers will place the Sermon in the context of Matthew’s 
technique and with regard to the gospel as a whole. Points that could be made include:

• the way Jesus interpreted the torah

• the relationship between Christianity and Judaism

• the lifestyle of the kingdom

• the commitment to the kingdom

• ecclesiological and liturgical material.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This candidate achieved a very high mark. Their handling of the material shows great maturity and displays 
a very clear understanding of the importance of the Sermon on the Mount. It is full of material from the 
sermon and it covers the majority of the main points in the mark scheme. It mentions the ecclesiological 
and liturgical relevance , the relationship with Moses and the Torah and the relationship between Christianity 
and Judaism as well as  the usual other points. The quality of language and expression are both excellent.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade C or grade E.
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Question 3
Assess Matthew’s treatment of Simon Peter in the discussions at Caesarea Phillippi and at the 
Transfiguration. [25]

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade A, grade C or grade E.

Question 4
“Mark emphasizes the humanity of Jesus.” Discuss. [25]

Mark scheme
A contrast between Mark’s picture of the human side of Jesus and the divine is acceptable, but the 
main emphasis and discussion should be upon the former. In addition, the question implies, but does not 
demand, a contrast between Mark and the other gospels. Main Markan points include:

• The human emotions ascribed to Jesus, e.g. 1:41–43 (textual variant ‘being angry’), 3:5, 10:14, 8:12.

•  The rejection of Jesus at Nazareth (6:1–6) is important, especially when set aside parallel accounts in 
Matthew and Luke; Jesus is described as ‘the son of Mary’, he ‘could do no mighty works’ and was 
‘amazed at their unbelief’.

• Jesus’ admission that ‘only the Father knows the day and hour’ (13:32).

•  Reference to the picture of Jesus presented in Markan miracles, especially the inclusion of 7:31–37 and 
8:22–26 (both omitted by Matthew and Luke).
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This answer sticks clearly to the point of the question which is a discussion surrounding how Mark’s 
Gospel emphasises the humanity of Jesus, with an acknowledgment of His divinity, but not an essay 
concerning it. This candidate gives numerous examples which support this view: the examples are clearly 
expressed, relevant and demonstrate the candidate’s wide knowledge. The material is handled confidently 
and developed further where necessary. All the main points of the mark scheme are present – examples of 
Jesus’ emotions, Jesus’ rejection at Nazerath and aspects of Jesus’ miracles. 

Mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This candidate starts with an explanation of what is understood by the ‘humanity of Jesus’ and outlines the 
human feelings that Jesus displays. In the following part of the essay examples are given to support this 
but the style is repetitious. The essay does remain on task with a good attempt at discussion. In order to 
improve the final mark the candidate needed to use further material and refer to scholarly thought.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This candidate attempts to answer the question but there are only a few glimpses of relevant material. 
The answer is built around different titles for Jesus. Where ‘Son of Man’ is of relevance here, some other 
titles are not. The candidate needed to stay on task and use material which adds to the discussion of this 
question. There is a lot of material to draw on as outlined in the mark scheme. It is easy to start on the 
correct track then go off course when discussing a topic so it is important to keep referring back to the 
question to stay on focus.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 5
Explain why Mark shows Jesus trying to keep his messiahship a secret.               [25]

Mark scheme
This essay will be based around Wrede’s theory and candidates should certainly be familiar with the 
traditional texts and arguments (e.g. the rebuking of demons, the silencing of the reporting of miracles, 
Jesus retiring from public view, etc.) but the question is asking for much more than a ‘list’ and brief 
discussion of points. There is definitely a command to silence in Mark, but is it with regard to messiahship? 
It is likely that it is ‘false impressions’ that Mark’s Jesus wanted to prevent. But, it is very possible to argue 
against Wrede.

Textual examples should be used in all types of answer, e.g. the ‘hardening theory’, the commands to 
silence, Peter’s confession (8:27–33), the Entry into Jerusalem (11:1–11), the Trial (14:61f), the uses of the 
term Son of man, etc.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
As this essay is based around the theory of Wrede a good answer needs to show that the candidate 
has knowledge of this and understands the relevant texts which are then offered in support of this. The 
candidate begins here by summarising why the messiahship of Jesus is kept a secret and then goes on 
to give examples which support this. Mention is made of the expectation of a political messiah which is a 
misunderstanding of the messiah’s role; instead the humility of Jesus is portrayed. This answer is full of 
relevant material with good comments made on each point.   

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
In answering any question it is important to get the balance right between relevant examples and necessary 
discussion. This answer gives some discussion of the question but is lacking in examples from the text to 
back up the points made. There is clearly some evidence of a reasonable attempt to analyse and evaluate 
the material and it has a structure of sorts and a reasonable quality of language.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
There is a lot of unnecessary repetition of the question in this essay and it is lacking in content. The quality 
of explanation is basic with few actual examples to support their answer. It is clear that the question was 
attempted but it needed more substance to gain a higher mark. See the mark scheme for the possible 
examples which could be included.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 6
Why did Luke write his gospel and for whom? [25]

Mark scheme
This essay should be more than a list of Lukan themes: there should be a genuine attempt to put the gospel 
in context and deal with why Luke may have written it. There are plenty of areas for discussion, some of 
which being:

• To correct the impression given by earlier and other accounts, e.g. Mark.

•  The dedication to Theophilus should certainly form a main part of the discussion (1:1–3)... to write ‘the 
truth’.

• Possibly Luke is writing to defend Christianity to Rome.

• A Gentile or Jewish audience?

• To explain the role played by the Jews.

• To explain the mission to the Gentiles.

• Importance of seeing Luke in the wider context: reference to the book of Acts.



Paper 2   The Four Gospels

184 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
As the mark scheme says, this essay should be more than a list of Lukan themes but a ‘genuine attempt 
to put the gospel in context and deal with why Luke may have written it’, this candidate’s answer is just 
such a genuine attempt. It is clearly structured and each paragraph deals with different reason for the 
gospel being written as well as dealing with the audience at which it was directed. It is necessary to have 
a balanced answer which covers the two elements of the question: why? And for whom? The candidate 
has included a lot of material although the wider context with reference to the book of Acts is missing. 
Comment on Theophilus is necessary to achieve good marks as this is part of the introduction to the gospel, 
also a discussion of the possible themes is important. This candidate makes good reference to the situation 
at the time and sets the gospel in context. The answer sticks to the question asked and does not include 
irrelevancies. 

Mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
It is important to remember the question has two parts to it: why did Luke write? Who did he write for? 
Again the answer must balance the two parts. This answer starts with when Luke’s gospel was written, 
which is irrelevant unless drawn into the why? or who? The information included is sound but it needs 
developing further and moulding to answer the question. It is a competent attempt to answer the question 
but there is so much more that could be included. It needs to show evidence of wider reading. See mark 
scheme. 

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses avaliable for grade E.

Question 7
Explain the significance of the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost or prodigal son 
in Luke.  [25] 

Mark scheme
There have been questions on Luke’s parables before, but not one specifically on Luke 15 (these parables 
are only found in Luke). Similarly, there have been many questions on Luke’s portrayal of Jesus’ mission to 
the outcasts, but not quite in this specific format. However, candidates should still have plenty to say in that 
the parables of the sheep, coin and (prodigal) son all portray clear elements of Luke’s presentation that also 
occur elsewhere in the gospel. Best answers should display a good knowledge of the text, but should also 
put it in the wider context of the gospel message as a whole:

• forgiveness

• love and patience

• repentance

• joy

• sacrifice
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
This is a mature, well-structured answer which deals with most of the suitable main points. It demonstrates 
a good knowledge and understanding of the significance of all three parables. The essay is coherent and 
systematically constructed, which brings the answer to a clear conclusion.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
There is a lot of unnecessary material at the start of this essay before it begins to deal with the question 
asked. The parables are retold followed by some good comments about their meaning. The language is 
reasonable and the candidate shows that they understand the meaning of the question. For a higher mark 
the candidate needed to include more analysis of the parables and show evidence of wider reading.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This answer picks out a main point for each parable; it shows basis factual knowledge which is accurate and 
sufficient. It deals with material that is largely relevant which indicates that the candidate has seen the main 
point of the question. See mark scheme for additional information. 

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 8
Discuss John’s theology of the Spirit. [25]

Mark scheme
John’s teaching on the Spirit (Greek, Paraclete) is usually quite well-known, though not always in great 
depth. The essay should not simply relate the relevant passages, there should be some attempt to pull out 
the theology.

• The overall context of the material is important: i.e. in relation to the ‘farewell discourse’ (14–16) and the 
Resurrection narrative (20–21).

• Note that Jesus must go away before the Spirit can come (14:25, 16:7); the Spirit is then a link between 
the disciples and the risen Christ who will take over the work of Jesus’ incarnate life.

• The Spirit will bestow enormous powers upon the disciples, but cannot do so until Jesus leaves.

• The Spirit is given to the disciples by Jesus after his resurrection.

• Discussion as to the function and power of the Spirit...

– a counsellor who intercedes for man with God (14:16);

– a provider of support (a comforter) for the disciples (14:18);

– a provider of truth but not recognised by the world (14:17, 16:13);

– dwelling in and among the disciples (14:17);

– re-enforcing the message that Jesus had taught (14:25);

– bearing witness to the disciples of Jesus (15:26);

– able to convince the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment (16:8);

– having authority from the Father, as did Jesus, (16:13);

– glorifying Jesus (16:14).

– works ‘in’ the disciples, bearing witness to Jesus, revealing his will to them;

– works within the world also bearing witness to Jesus but also acting as a judge.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
The essay starts with a discussion of John’s Gospel as a gospel of the Spirit. This candidate has a clear 
understanding of the requirements needed to answer this question and continues to address them. Content 
is relevant and there is evidence of wider reading. The quality of language is very good.

Mark awarded = 24 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade C and E.
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Question 9
Discuss the importance of the ‘I am’ sayings in John’s gospel. [25]

Mark scheme
The “I am” sayings are central to the Johannine Christology. This discussion should show a good general 
knowledge of the Christological points that arise and a specific knowledge of the “I am” sayings in 
particular. Although the term “I am” is used some 27 times in the gospel, the candidate will be expected to 
refer to at least some of the seven passages which contain extended discussion.

Each of the ‘seven’ gives rise to plenty of discussion so examiners should not expect a detailed discussion 
of each. The essay demands more of an overview with specific points being brought out by way of example 
and illustration. Similarly, answers that are largely lists of points will not be among the top grades. The main 
‘I am’ sayings are found in:

• 6:35, bread of life

• 8:12, 9:5, light of the world

• 10:7, the door of the sheep

• 10:11, the good shepherd

• 11:25, the resurrection and the life

• 14:6, the way, the truth and the life

• 15:1, the true vine
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
The candidate is in complete control of the material that is handled and the answer is comprehensive, 
coherent and systematically constructed. The essay displays a very good knowledge of the relevant material 
and it is handled in an intelligent fashion. All the main points relating to the ‘I am’ sayings are included in the 
answer. There is plenty of discussion surrounding each one. This is a very good example of a high quality 
answer to what is quite a difficult topic. 

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25

Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This essay starts with the candidate showing that they clearly understand the question and that they are 
familiar with the ‘I am’ sayings. It is mature in language and seemingly well constructed. The answer makes 
reference to Jesus as the ‘light of the world’ and ‘the resurrection’ but no other examples of the ‘I am’ 
sayings are referred to. To gain higher marks the candidate needed to include the main seven ‘I am‘ sayings 
and discuss their importance and significance.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This candidate has made an attempt to answer the question asked and has identified in their mind the main 
point to it. The essay includes basic factual knowledge with limited analysis and critical ability. It is repetitive 
in places but there is sufficient material to show that the candidate is aware of the main issues. The mark 
scheme shows the necessary material which would help achieve a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25



Paper 2   The Four Gospels

213 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011

Question 10
To what extent can the miracles be seen as parables in action? [25]

Mark scheme
Best answers will examine the way the miracles are used by the evangelists and by Jesus himself (if 
that can be separated from the evangelists’ own intentions). Material is too wide-ranging to be cited in 
much depth here but, clearly, the main part of the discussion will centre around how the gospel message 
of salvation and forgiveness in the kingdom of God (heaven) is demonstrated by Jesus’ ‘mighty works’ 
(synoptics) and ‘signs’ (John). There are numerous examples. Although, one might expect the best 
candidates to refer both to the synoptics and John, it should still be possible to get top marks by basing the 
answer on either tradition.

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade A.
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
The question asks the candidate to make a judgement/assessment of the extent miracles can be seen as 
parables in action. This proved a difficult task to do. This candidate has made a rough attempt at such a 
judgement/assessment. The written style is clumsy but the candidate makes a genuine attempt and clearly 
understands what the question is asking. This answer could have been improved with more references to 
specific miracles and parables; outlining the teaching that each portrays and identifying interrelated ideas.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Question 11
Examine the relationship between John the Baptist and Jesus in the gospels. [25]

Mark scheme
Candidates will probably know the Baptist stories fairly well, quoting reasonably widely from the gospel 
sources. However, examiners should not necessarily expect references to any one gospel but should look 
at the way the question is answered as a whole. The substance of most essays will probably be from 
the synoptics, but additional material from John will obviously be most welcome and very relevant. Most 
answers are likely to focus upon how John is shown to prepare the way for the Messiah, and credit should 
certainly be given for a good knowledge and discussion of the texts. However, the best answers may 
develop deeper issues in the relationship between them and consider whether the gospels are hiding a 
tension that existed in the early church between the followers of Jesus and followers of John.

Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
The candidate has a good understanding of the requirements of this question and from the onset of the 
answer the relationship between Jesus and John is unpacked. The knowledge is sound and it is coherently 
discussed. There is a lot of material which can be included in this question but it needs to be handled in a 
way that demonstrates the candidate understands the key points. This candidate attempts to do this.

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
The candidate addresses the question by looking at the biological connection between John and Jesus and 
the missionary connection. This shows an attempt to cover all angles of their relationship. A lot of relevant 
material is included but there is so much more which could have been mentioned and developed.  The 
essay starts well and feels as if it will cover the issue in detail but then it comes to a premature end. The 
candidate draws together the material used to provide a conclusion without continuing and may have run 
out of time. The response merits a grade C.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25

Example candidate response – grade E
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Examiner comment
This candidate shows a basic factual knowledge of the relationship between John and Jesus. Although it is 
limited in content there is a genuine attempt to address the question. The quality of expression is basic but 
there are glimpses of genuine ability. See mark scheme for additional comment towards higher marks.

Mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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Question 12
How far do the gospels present the kingdom of God as a future event?  [25]

Mark scheme
There is room for a lot of reference from the parables and to the well-known kingdom of God sayings. 
It is hoped that candidates will be aware of the eschatological problem in the gospels, showing an 
understanding of the difficulties in interpreting some of the material. Most references will be to the 
synoptics but there is room for Johannine material, especially in relation to realised eschatology. The 
revelation of Jesus’ kingship before Pilate (‘not of this world’) is interesting – in the ensuing discussion, 
Pilate completely misunderstands the nature of Jesus’ kingdom. Passages from Luke which refer to ‘the 
signs of the times’ and ‘Satan falling like lightning from heaven’ are worthy of discussion as, naturally, are 
the so-called ‘apocalyptic’ passages such as Mark 13.
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
The candidate makes reference to the relevant parables and attempts to assess the elements in the gospels 
which suggest that the kingdom is present and can also be seen as a future event. There are two ideas to 
address in this question and it is necessary to look at both otherwise the question is not answered. The 
candidate attempts to do just this. The material is relevant and it indicates a sound knowledge and good 
understanding of the question. See mark scheme for further comment.

Mark awarded = 23 out of 25

Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
The candidate begins with an explanation of the expectation of Kingdom of God and what it will be like. 
There is discussion of some of the relevant parables and how they point to the kingdom as present or 
future. It is important to discuss both aspects of the question. The comment is accurate, comprehensive, 
largely coherent with a good quality of language. This is a reasonable attempt to analyse and evaluate the 
key points. See mark scheme for further comment.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.



Paper 2   The Four Gospels

234 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Question 13
Assess Jesus’ debates with the Pharisees. [25]

Mark scheme
There is plenty of material to use. Some answers will adopt a narrative approach – there really should be a 
definite attempt to ‘assess’ to score well. Better candidates will show some knowledge of the Pharisees, 
trying to understand their position rather than just condemning them. But don’t expect too much here. The 
following refers only to synoptic material, but Johannine material is perfectly acceptable:

•  they were not entirely hostile (i.e. he was invited to eat with them); he seems to have been at first an 
enigma and then a direct threat to everything they taught and believed; thus, some understanding is 
expected, for a good mark, of why he aroused their concern – his message and actions that offered 
forgiveness and salvation to everybody went against the whole concept of Pharisaic purity.

•  Jesus’ own attitude towards them is difficult – despite their hypocrisy, he still recognises their authority 
(Matt.23.2–3) – is this a Matthean redaction however?

•  There are many ‘conflict’ situations that are likely to form the basis of answers: the condemnation of 
Matt. 23 and Luke 11.37–54...the charge of hypocrisy; the grain fields sabbath incident (Mark 2, plls); the 
man with a withered hand sabbath healing (Mark 3, plls); the eating with unwashed hands (Mark 7, plls); 
the warning against the leaven of the Pharisees (Mark 8.15, plls); the question about paying taxes (Mark 
12, plls, although Luke makes this a conflict with the priests); the anointing of the ‘woman of the city 
who was a sinner’ in the house of Simon the Pharisee (Luke 7.36–50, note that Matt. and Mark place 
this in the house of Simon the leper, not declared a Pharisee).
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Example candidate response – grade A
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Examiner comment
The candidate includes a lot of relevant material and makes mature and accurate use of it. There is a clear 
attempt to assess Jesus’ debates with the Pharisees rather than just retell accounts of instances between 
them. In order to score a high mark it is necessary to try to understand the Pharisees and not merely 
condemn them. The candidate discusses the Sabbath debate and other conflict areas with the Pharisees as 
well as mentioning Jesus going to the house of a Pharisee for a meal.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C
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Examiner comment
This answer is full of relevant material but its handling lacks a sense of maturity. The candidate uses a lot 
of references to the conflict areas; the Sabbath, fasting, prayer and fulfilment of the law but it fails to give 
the balance which the question expects. There is no real mention of Jesus having anything other than a 
negative relationship with the Pharisees. See mark scheme for further ideas.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade E.
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Question 14
Examine the gospel accounts of the trial of Jesus before Pilate.  [25]

This was not a popular choice of question therefore there are no scripts which would demonstrate a straight 
grade A, C or E. Those who did attempt it were either poor quality or borderline cases. 
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Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

General comment
Each of the four gobbets was marked out of six, with one additional mark available for overall performance.  
Where a + sign follows a mark, this indicates that the answer was worth slightly more than the actual mark 
awarded and contributed to the awarding of the extra mark for overall performance. 

Question 1 (a)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(a)  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.            (1 Corinthians 1:21)

Mark scheme
Context important, i.e. 1:17ff. For a high mark candidates must explain why, according to Paul, to preach 
‘Christ crucified’ is a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but ‘to those who are being saved it is 
the power of God’. c.f. Deut. 21:23/Gal. 3:13, and Acts 17:31, which illustrates the difficulty many Greeks 
found with the concept of ‘resurrection’.  Credit also for comment on ‘wisdom’, both in relation to the 
significance of wisdom in Jewish wisdom literature, and also in Greek philosophy, which means ‘love of 
wisdom’.  

Example candidate response – grade A 
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Examiner comment
This answer shows a clear understanding of the basic point Paul makes in the first chapter of 1 Corinthians,  
that the Christian gospel is a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, which cannot be understood 
without the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  This Paul affirms at the end of his discussion of the wisdom 
of God, c.f. 1 Cor. 2:6-6.  The candidate shows knowledge of this point, c.f. ‘Paul evidently means that 
human rationality, affected as it is by sin and pride, can never achieve the true knowledge of God.’, and then 
goes on to show how the gospel Paul preached clashed with the Greeks’ cultural heritage in spite of the 
importance they attached to philosophy, i.e. love of wisdom.

Since Corinth was a Gentile city, the candidate rightly concentrated on what Paul meant by ‘folly to 
Gentiles’, and this was sufficient for the award of an A grade mark.  Had the candidate discussed how the 
concept of a crucified messiah was ‘a stumbling block to Jews’, the answer may have been awarded 6.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
The opening paragraph of this answer is somewhat lacking in clarity, but the candidate makes the point 
that Jesus Christ ‘left the gospel in the hands of the Holy Spirit, which was meant for all without any form 
of differentiation’, which is a fair summary of what Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:26-29 and 2:10-14.  The second 
paragraph of the answer shows that the candidate had a clear grasp of the basic point Paul was making 
from 1 Cor. 1:18 onwards concerning the gospel being folly to the human mind unaided by the Spirit of God.  
In addition to quoting verse 18 the candidate also alludes to what Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:26-28.

This answer merited a top C/B borderline mark.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E 

Examiner comment
Although this answer lacks clarity of expression, the last three sentences show that the candidate understood 
the basic point Paul makes in 1 Cor. 1:18ff concerning ‘the foolishness’ of the gospel he preached, which 
alone leads to salvation.  The reference towards the beginning of the answer to the Judaizers, who are not 
mentioned in 1 Corinthians, may indicate some confusion in the candidate’s mind with the issues Paul dealt 
with in Galatians. 

For a higher mark the candidate needed to link the quotation more closely to what Paul says in the 
preceding and following verses about the gospel being ‘a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles’.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (b)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(b)  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God?  You are not your own…              (1 Corinthians 6:19)

Mark scheme
Context: Paul’s condemnation of sexual immorality, c.f. preceding verses.  ‘Temple of the Holy Spirit’ – the 
importance of this image in relation to our physical bodies, which was meaningful to Jews and Gentiles alike 
as a result of the vast number of temples built in honour of Roman and Greek deities, as well as the Temple 
in Jerusalem, c.f. 3:16, where it is used of the Church, also John 2:21 and preceding passage.  ‘You are not 
your own’, i.e. you were bought at a price and belong to God.  Paul’s understanding of the ‘indwelling spirit’ 
and the Christian life as a call to holiness, which is of fundamental importance in his ethical teaching.

Example candidate response – grade A 
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Examiner comment
In this excellent and well written answer the candidate shows a clear understanding of the context of 
this verse in 1 Cor. 6 and the issues Paul discusses in this part of the letter.  The answer shows that the 
candidates has a sound knowledge of Paul’s teaching on sexual immorality, based on the image of the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, and the dangers of such conduct to the young church at Corinth.

In the second half of the answer the candidate comments on the reasons why ‘popular Greek thinking’, 
arising from the influence of the philosophy of Plato, led on the one hand to the indulgence of bodily 
appetites, and on the other hand to false asceticism.  In the course of this answer the candidate also refers 
to the views of N.T. Wright, a distinguished New Testament scholar.

An additional mark would have been awarded, had the candidate referred to Paul’s use of the image of the 
temple of the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 3:16 corporately of the fellowship of the church as the body of Christ.  A 
good grade A.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
This answer begins with the candidate contrasting the presence of the Spirit of God amongst his people 
in Old Testament times, and the presence of the Holy Spirit in the body of believers after Pentecost in 
fulfilment of the promise of Jesus to the disciples.  Although such an approach was not anticipated in the 
mark scheme, the candidate was given full credit for this, since it was an interesting valid point to make. The 
candidate also shows knowledge of the context of this verse in Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians on sexual 
immorality and the Christian life as a call to holiness.

Reference to Paul’s use in 1 Cor. 3:16 of the image of the Holy Spirit corporately of the Church as the body 
of Christ, and other points covered in the A grade answer above, would have secured a higher mark.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E 

Examiner comment
This short but clearly written answer correctly indentifies the context of this verse in Paul’s teaching on 
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in the body of a believer.  It also shows understanding of Paul’s 
emphasis on the Christian life as a call to holiness, and the relevance of this teaching with regard to the 
problem of sexual immorality in the church at Corinth.

Since the candidate correctly indentified the context of the verse and showed understanding of the 
importance for Paul of the image of the temple of the Holy Spirit, this answer was awarded a grade E.  A 
higher mark would have required reference to the other points mentioned in the mark scheme and covered 
in the grade A and C answers above. 

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (c)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(c)   In the same way also (he took) the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.      (1 Corinthians 11:25-26)

Mark scheme
Context – (general) divisions/disorder at the Eucharist described in 11:17ff.; earliest tradition in N.T. 
concerning the institution of the Eucharist, a tradition which Paul claims he ‘received from the Lord’.  ‘In 
the same way’ i.e. after saying a thanksgiving and handing to his disciples.  Paul’s account of the ‘words 
of institution’ differ markedly from those in the Synoptic Gospels, (though in general it is closer to Luke), 
through the inclusion of ‘Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  Other points requiring 
further comment: ‘new covenant in my blood’; ‘remembrance’; ‘proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes’, 
i.e. the eschatological reference in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

Example candidate response – grade A 
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Examiner comment
This clear and well constructed answer covers nearly all the points listed in the mark scheme.  The 
candidate shows a clear understanding  of the situation at Corinth which led Paul to give this teaching on the 
meaning of ‘The Lord’s Supper’ and the way it should be celebrated.  The candidate notes Paul’s comment 
on the eschatological element involved in the celebration of The Lord’s Supper, and links it with Paul’s belief 
in the imminence of the ‘parousia’, (which was prominent in his earlier letters such as 1 Thessalonians).  The 
candidate also comments on the covenantal significance of The Lord’s Supper and the Lord’s death as the 
basis of Christian faith, etc.

This answer was awarded a grade A mark.  Full marks would have been awarded had the candidate also 
commented on Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. 15:23, ‘I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you…’.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
This answer shows that the candidate had a clear understanding of the significance of The Lord’s Supper as 
expounded by Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, and its link to the death of Jesus on the cross.  The candidate also 
notes Paul’s comment on the eschatological reference of this sacrament.

A higher mark required some discussion of the problems surrounding the celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
in the Corinthian church, which led Paul to give this teaching.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E 

Examiner comment
While this candidate shows understanding of the significance of The Lord’s Supper, and is given credit for 
this, there is no reference to the context of this verse in 1 Corinthians and the circumstances which led Paul 
to give his teaching on the significance of The Lord’s Supper and the way it should be celebrated.

The candidate comments on this gobbet as if it were taken from one of the Synoptic Gospels. 

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6 



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

256 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Question 1 (d)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(d)  …for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours.  Give recognition to such men.  The churches 
of Asia send greetings.  Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you 
hearty greetings in the Lord.       (1 Corinthians 16:18-19)

Mark scheme
Context: ‘They’ = Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus, who had visited Paul.  Evidence that 1 Cor. written 
from Asia Minor, probably Ephesus, c.f. Acts. 18:18–28. The ‘church/ congregation at their house’; Aquila 
and Prisca and their relationship with Paul, c.f. Acts 18:1–4 and 18–28.  Aquila a Jew, native of Pontus, 
expelled from Rome under edict of Claudius.  Same trade as Paul – tentmaker/leather worker?  Met Paul in 
Corinth and became firm friends and colleagues.  Risked their lives for him on one occasion (Rom. 16:34).  
Also mentioned in 2 Tim. 4:19.  Paul instructed Apollos at Ephesus.  Plenty of ‘meat’ in this gobbet.

Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
The candidate correctly identifies the context of this verse as part of Paul’s personal epilogue at the end 
of 1 Corinthians.  The answer shows knowledge of Aquila and Priscilla, and the support they gave Paul as 
noted by Luke in Acts, and also the help they gave to Apollos in leading him to a deeper understanding of 
the Christian faith.  The candidate also comments on the use of their home for church meetings, and the 
existence of’ ‘house churches’ in the Apostolic Age.

A higher mark would have required the identification of ‘they’ at the beginning of the quotation, i.e. 
Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus, who had visited Paul, and thus ‘refreshed his spirit’, and also comment 
on ‘the churches of Asia send greetings’, which provide evidence that this letter was written while Paul 
was in Asia, probably at Ephesus.  Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus were one of the sources of Paul’s 
information about the problems which had arisen in the church at Corinth.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 6

Example candidate response – grade E 

Examiner comment
This brief answer does not identify correctly who ‘they’ are at the beginning of the quotation. They were not 
‘men of God such as priests and deacons’, but Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus, who had visited Paul, 
and thus ‘refreshed his spirit’.  The candidate comments on the high value Paul attached to fellowship when 
referring to ‘the churches of Asia send greetings’, and also shows knowledge of Aquila and Pricilla, and the 
fact that like Paul they were leather-workers, (or tent-makers).  This answer, however, was not sufficiently 
accurate, or of sufficient substance.  For the points needed to gain a higher mark, see the comments on the  
grade C answer above.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (e)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(e)  Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 
and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in the gospel of Christ, to establish you in 
your faith and to exhort you, that no one be moved by these afflictions.      (1 Thessalonians 
3:1-3a)

Mark scheme
Paul’s visit to Thessalonica and founding of a church there as recounted in Acts 17:1ff.; the circumstances 
alluded to in chapters 1 and 2, and in this text, e.g. ‘these trials’.  ‘We’, probably Paul, Silvanus and Timothy.  
Paul’s concern for the newly founded church at Thessalonica and the opposition they had encountered, 
c.f. 1:6ff; Paul and Silvanus are prominent in the account in Acts, whereas there is no mention of Timothy 
actually having been at Thessalonica, although he is with them at Beroea.  Did Paul send Timothy because 
he was not known at Thessalonica, or because he had been in the background during Paul’s ministry there?  
But n.b. Acts 18:5, Silvanus and Timothy arrive together from Macedonia.  Paul also concerned about 
attacks on his authority 2:3ff.

A few candidates may be able to comment on the difficulty of reconciling contents of 1 Thess. with Acts 18.  
Give credit for information given about Timothy.  

Example candidate response – grade C 

Examiner comment
This answer shows a good understanding of the reasons why Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica, and to 
write the letter on his return.  It also includes some comment on the persecution and trials, which caused 
Paul to leave Thessalonica in a hurry.

A higher mark would have been awarded had the candidate given more information about Timothy, and his 
background, and also commented on the additional points mentioned in the mark scheme.  A good grade C, 
borderline B.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E 
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Examiner comment
Although it is somewhat lacking in clarity at the beginning, this answer correctly identifies the context of 
this verse and the reason why Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica.  The second paragraph of the answer is 
rather confused, but is correct in its reference to the favourable report Timothy brought back concerning the 
continued stability of this fledgling church in the face of continuing opposition.

A higher mark required comment on more of the points noted in the commentary on the grade C answer 
above.  

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6
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Question 1 (f)
Comment on points of interest or difficulty in four of the following, with brief reference to the 
general context:

(f)  But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do, who have no hope.       (1 Thessalonians 4:13)

Mark scheme
Context, Thessalonians’ concern for fate of those who have died; the Parousia and Paul’s apparent 
expectation at this time of the early return of Christ in his own life time, and subsequent modification of his 
views; Paul’s understanding of the Christian hope, i.e. resurrection to eternal life in heaven.

Example candidate response – grade A 
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Examiner comment
A clear, well written answer in which the candidate shows a good understanding of the context of this 
verse in 1 Thessalonians, and how Paul dealt with the confusion that arose in the church at Thessalonica 
concerning the second coming of Christ, and the unfortunate consequences of their belief that the return of 
Christ was imminent.

Had the candidate commented on Paul’s apparent expectation of the return of Christ in his own life-
time, and also discussed whether Paul’s hasty departure from Thessalonica, because of opposition, was 
responsible for the confusion at Thessalonica, as a result of his not completing his teaching on the parousia, 
this answer would have gained full marks.  A good grade A, nevertheless.

Mark awarded = 5 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade C 

Examiner comment
This answer shows knowledge of the context of this gobbet in 1 Thessalonians and of the teaching Paul 
gave concerning the parousia  in order to correct the erroneous beliefs current in the church at Thessalonica, 
and their concern over the fate of their loved ones, who had died.

A higher mark would have required comment on the consequences of their belief in the imminent return 
of Christ, e.g. giving up working for their living, the reasons why this confusion may have arisen, (was Paul 
forced to leave Thessalonica before he had completed his teaching on the return of Christ?), and other 
points such as his apparent belief that Christ would return in his life time.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 6
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Example candidate response – grade E 

Examiner comment
In this brief answer the candidate shows knowledge of some basic aspects of Paul’s teaching on the 
second coming of Christ, and is able to use the technical term ‘parousia’ correctly.  While the candidate 
comments on Paul’s teaching on the need for Christians to await Christ’s return with vigilance, there is little 
reference to the problems, which arose at Thessalonica, apart from the vague comment, ‘Paul also talks 
about the difficult problems facing the people of Thessalonica…’.

Reference to their concern for the fate of the believers who had died, the decision of some members of the 
church to give up working because of the imminence of Christ’s return, etc., would have gained a higher 
mark.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 6.
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Question 2
When and why was 1 Corinthians written? [25]

Mark scheme
General points:  Pauline authorship not disputed; many Pauline characteristics, arguments, etc.  Already 
known by Clement and Ignatius.  Its integrity, however, together with that of 2 Cor. much disputed.  1 Cor. 
5:9 and 2 Cor. 2:4 mention a lost epistle and contradictions within 1 Cor. have led some scholars to argue 
that it is made up from two letters.  Some credit may be given for reference to the above, but only if date 
and purpose are covered well; do not penalise for omission, unless the candidate’s arguments are in some 
way invalidated by not knowing of the above.

When, i.e. date: – impossible to be certain because of complicated historical background.  57CE widely held 
date, but 53, 55 and 56CE have support.  How long is the interval between 1 and 2. Cor.? (c.f. 2 Cor. 8:10, 
9:2 – ‘A year ago’ or could it be the equivalent of our ‘last year’?)  Paul had stayed in Corinth for 18 months 
c.50/51 (c.f. Gallio inscription).  According to Acts 19:10, Paul was at Ephesus about 2 years; 19:22 returns to 
Ephesus again.  Date really depends on length of Paul’s journey and whether it was written during his first 
visit to Ephesus in Acts 19.  

Why?  A wealth of material to provide evidence of the manifold problems which threatened the life and 
fellowship of the church at Corinth, and stirred Paul into writing this letter together with Sosthenes, (1:1).  
1:10, 5:1, 5:9, 7:1 and 8:1, should, of course, be dealt with, as well as implications of other passages such as 
9:1, 11:18, 12:1 ff., 15:1ff, especially 15:12, etc.; n.b. also 16:1 and the collection for the saints. 
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Example candidate response – grade A 



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

267 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

268 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

269 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

270 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

271 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

272 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Examiner comment
Apart from minor blemishes, this is a good grade A answer in which the candidate answers both parts of 
the question systematically, although it is much stronger on the reasons why Paul wrote 1 Corinthians than 
its date.

The candidate argues for a sensible date for the letter, i.e. 55 C.E., and is aware of the importance of the 
date of the proconsulship of Gallio (51 C.E.) for the dating of the letter, although no mention is made of the 
key evidence supporting this date, which is the inscription found at Delphi, nor does the candidate refer to 
Paul’s appearance before Gallio in Acts 18.

The candidate also refers to the view of Baur that 1 Corinthians was written in 70 C.E. by a disciple of Paul, 
but then states, ‘this could not have been so’, without giving any supporting argument.

The candidate’s answer to the second part of the question is outstanding and covers virtually all the points 
noted in the mark scheme in a clear and comprehensive manner, which shows a detailed knowledge of the 
text of 1 Corinthians.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
This answer is weak on the dating of 1 Corinthians, although the candidate does mention the views of 
two scholars, which are contrary to the general consensus of a date around 53-55 C.E., based on Paul’s 
movements as reported in Acts 18-20, and the internal evidence of 1 and 2 Corinthians.

In discussing the reason why 1 Corinthians was written, the candidate is on much surer ground, and 
shows a fair knowledge of the situation at Corinth and the problems Paul deals with in the letter.  There 
is, however, no mention of the disorder, which had arisen at the celebration of The Lord’s Supper, and the 
misuse of the gifts of the Spirit, which Paul deals with in 1 Cor. 12-14.

The candidate refers to the views of a number of scholars.  Unfortunately some of these references are 
manufactured or inaccurate, e.g. F. Baur in the Peak’s Commentary cites that taking a Christian brother to 
court, etc.’  Baur died in 1860, long before the original Peake’s Commentary (1919) and the New Peake’s 
Commentary (1962) were published.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E 
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Examiner comment
While the candidate eventually opts for a sensible date of 54-55 C.E. for 1 Corinthians, the first part of this 
answer is very confused and lacks any coherent argument in support of this date.  Very few marks could be 
awarded for this.

The candidate’s answer to the second part of the question, on the reasons why the letter was written, has  
more substance and coherence, and it is this which led to the award of a grade E mark.  Mention is made of 
the fact that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians partly in response to the reports, which he had heard from members 
of Chloe’s household that factions had developed in the church.  Although this part of the answer is marred 
by some inaccuracies, the candidate is aware of the existence of the four factions, and is able to show how 
Paul dealt with this problem.  The candidate then discusses the divisions that had arisen at Corinth over the 
use of spiritual gifts, and shows how Paul dealt with this issue through his use of the image of the church as 
the body of Christ.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 3 
Examine Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians and 1 Thessalonians on marriage and relations between 
the sexes.   [25]

Mark scheme
1 Cor. 5:1ff, 7:1ff and 1 Thess. 4:1ff are the key passages.  Marriage and celibacy, including difficulty of 
interpreting 7:25 ff; relations between husband and wife; divorce, unbelieving spouse, children, etc.; the 
distraction of marriage and the eschatological framework of Paul’s teaching on this subject; ‘not I but the 
Lord’ etc.; roles of men and women in society and the church.   N.B. the fundamental importance of 1 Cor. 
6:15–20 in Paul’s ethical teaching on the body, sexual relations, etc., c.f. also 1 Thess. 4:7–8.  1 Cor. 11:2–16 
also relevant.

Give credit to candidates who compare Paul’s views with those current in Judaism and in Greek and Roman 
society, and also to those who compare it with current attitudes to marriage, the relations between the 
sexes and the role of women in society.  N.B. There is obviously much more material in 1 Corinthians than 1 
Thessalonians, but for a high mark some discussion of the material in 1 Thessalonians should be expected. 
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Examiner comment
Apart from a few minor blemishes this is an excellent and mature answer, which was awarded a high grade 
A mark. The candidate shows a detailed knowledge of the relevant material in both letters, and covered 
virtually all the points noted in the mark scheme in a clear and coherent manner.

The candidate also links some aspects of Paul’s teaching with the teaching of Jesus and the provisions of 
the Jewish Law, and makes a number of very illuminating comments on various aspects of Paul’s teaching, 
e.g. ‘This teaching of gender equality was more Christian than Jewish, which did not give much recognition 
to the position and role of women.’  

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This candidate’s limited command of English leads to a lack of clarity and some strange phraseology in 
several places.  The answer focuses initially on Paul’s view that marriage is a monogamous relationship 
between one man and one woman.  The candidate also refers to the way Paul distinguishes between 
what he knows to be the teaching of Jesus, and his own opinion on the matters under discussion.  There 
then follows a discussion of Paul’s teaching on celibacy and its advantages over the married state, and his 
recognition that, where a person does not have the gift of continence, it is better to marry than be aflame 
with passion.   

There is reference to Paul’s teaching on conjugal rights within marriage, the reasons why Christians should 
not marry unbelievers, (though this is found mainly in 2 Corinthians), and his encouragement of Christians, 
who have unbelieving partners, to remain married, though this is not properly developed.

Although this answer is based solely on 1 Corinthians and is marred by poor style and a lack of clarity in 
several places, the candidate shows sufficient understanding of several aspects of Paul’s teaching on 
marriage and relations between the sexes in 1 Corinthians.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment
The candidate begins by commenting on the pagan background of the churches in both Corinth and 
Thessalonica, and Paul’s teaching that Christian marriage is a life-long relationship, and that Christians 
should not divorce.

At the end of the third paragraph the candidate makes the rather strange comment, ‘Paul preaches 
that marriage should be based upon love and lust’.  It is reasonable to suppose that in the haste of the 
examination the candidate omitted the negative and intended to write ‘…love and not lust.’ 

The candidate then refers to Paul’s view that marriage is a covenant relationship, and also to his teaching 
on conjugal rights and maintaining the physical relationship in marriage.  There is a brief reference to Paul’s 
teaching on divorce, the freedom of non-believing partners to leave the relationship where the other is a 
believer, and the headship of the man within marriage.

Although this answer contained no reference to key aspects of Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians on subjects 
such as celibacy, widows etc., and only a passing reference to 1 Thessalonians, which is of no substance, 
there was sufficient merit in it for an E grade mark.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 4 
How serious were the misunderstandings in the churches at Corinth and Thessalonica concerning 
the resurrection of Christians and the second coming of Christ, and how did Paul deal with them? 
  [25]

Mark scheme
1 Cor. 15, especially 12ff, and 1 Thess. 4:13 – 5:11 should be covered, but also other relevant passages, 
e.g. 1 Cor. 4:4, 5:5, etc.  N.B. The question is about ‘the resurrection of Christians’ and not about the 
resurrection of Christ, although this is obviously relevant in the light of Paul’s comments in 1 Cor. 15.  Be 
prepared to give up to 13/14 for a reasonable summary of Paul’s teaching on these subjects.  A higher mark 
will require some attempt to assess their seriousness, e.g. the ‘2nd Advent hysteria’ at Thessalonica and its 
consequences, and Paul’s insistence that belief in the resurrection of Christ and of Christians is fundamental 
to the Christian faith.  Differences of belief in these matters, as well as having practical consequences, 
also threatened the (fragile) unity of the church.  Some credit may be given to candidates who refer to the 
different eschatological perspective and more developed teaching of Paul in the later epistle, i.e. 1 Cor., and 
also for discussion of the reasons/ circumstances which led Paul to give this teaching: 1 Cor. 15:12, also 29; 
the difficulty Greeks found with the concept of the resurrection of the body as opposed to the immortality 
of the soul; 1 Thess. 4:13.  Some credit may be given for use of material in 2 Thessalonians, but n.b. it is not 
in the syllabus.
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Examiner comment
Apart from one slightly inaccurate comment on Paul’s reference to the practice of people being baptised 
on behalf of their dead relatives, this is an excellent answer in which the candidate shows a comprehensive 
knowledge of the problems which arose in both churches concerning the resurrection of Christians and 
the second coming of Christ.  Using cogent argument and an accurate knowledge of the contents of both 
letters, the candidate demonstrates the seriousness of these misunderstandings, which not only threatened 
the unity of the church, but would also, if left unchecked, have undermined the foundation of the Christian 
faith, based as it is on the resurrection of Christ.

This answer is equally strong in addressing the second part of the question, i.e. how did Paul deal with these 
misunderstandings?  Again the candidate shows detailed knowledge of the text, and gives a clear exposition 
of the arguments Paul used to deal with these false beliefs and misunderstandings.  A good example of this 
is seen in the ninth paragraph where a clear and accurate summary is given of Paul’s use of the allegory of 
‘the two Adams’ and the illustration of the seed, in his explanation of the nature of the resurrection body.  
The fourth paragraph on the evidence for the resurrection is another example of detailed, clear and cogent 
argument.    

This excellent and comprehensive answer, which covered all the main points of the mark scheme, merited a 
grade A mark.

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This answer deals with some of the problems relating to the resurrection of Christians and the second 
coming of Christ in both epistles, although it is much stronger on 1 Thessalonians and shows a more 
detailed knowledge of the text of this letter.  The candidate begins by focussing on the problems at 
Thessalonica, where members of the church ceased working for their living in their expectation of the 
imminent return of Christ.

There is very little reference in the answer to the way Paul deals with the doubts about the resurrection 
of Christ and of Christians in 1 Corinthians, which threatened to undermine the foundations of Christian 
belief and the hope and promise of eternal life.  There is also no mention of the arguments Paul uses to 
demonstrate that the resurrection of Jesus was a well attested historical fact, and, apart from a reference to 
Paul talking about terrestrial bodies, there is no exposition of Paul’s use of the allegory of ‘the two Adams’ 
and the illustration of the seed to explain the nature of the resurrection body.

The candidate’s knowledge of the relevant content of 1 Thessalonians, some references to 1 Corinthians, 
and an attempt to assess the seriousness of these problems, was sufficient to obtain a grade C mark.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This answer shows very little knowledge of the problems which arose at Corinth concerning the 
resurrection of Christians and the return of Christ, and the teaching Paul gave in 1 Corinthians to combat 
the erroneous beliefs which had arisen.  There is little attempt either to assess the seriousness of these 
problems, which threatened the unity of the church and its doctrinal basis.

After a brief opening paragraph the candidate attempts to relate Paul’s teaching on love in 1 Corinthians 13 
to the need to wait patiently for the second coming of Christ, whereas it is linked to the problems that had 
arisen through the misuse of spiritual gifts, which had a divisive effect on the fellowship of the church.

The candidate then comments on the problems of the church at Thessalonica, owing to their belief in 
the imminence of the return of Christ, (although the reference to people being baptised on behalf of their 
dead relatives is in 1 Cor. 15:29).  In this part of the answer the candidate shows some knowledge of the 
problems of the Thessalonian church, and how Paul dealt with them, which together with the ability to use 
the technical term ‘parousia’ correctly, was sufficient to gain a grade E mark.

Towards the end of the answer the candidate states that Paul ‘encourages believers to shun immorality’ in 
1 Corinthians ch. 5 ‘as a way of waiting for the second coming of the Lord’.  There is a reference to ‘the day 
of the Lord’ in 1 Cor. 5:5, but the general context is different.  This statement reflects more accurately Paul’s 
teaching in 1 Thessalonians chs. 4 and 5.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 5
How trustworthy is Acts as a history of the early church? [25]

Mark scheme
Version of standard question on Acts covering usual ground, i.e. difficulty in reconciling Acts with the 
Pauline epistles – Council of Jerusalem, apostolic decree not mentioned by Paul; portrait of Paul in Acts, 
and his attitude to the Law; conflict with historical evidence of Josephus, etc. – examples needed; were 
Roman troops stationed at Caesarea?, etc.  The possible motives for Luke in painting an idealised picture of 
the early church.  Luke’s historical accuracy has, however, been vindicated by archaeological discoveries in 
respect of points once doubted, c.f. Gallio, ‘asiarchs’, etc. – Ramsay, and others.

Some credit may be given to candidates who use material from Luke’s gospel to support their case, also 
to candidates who discuss whether it was in fact his purpose to write a history of the early church, but 
n.b. this is not primarily a question about the purpose of Acts.  Give full credit to a well-argued case for or 
against Luke’s historical accuracy.

General comment
This question, was on an important part of the syllabus, i.e. While very detailed questions concerning critical 
problems will not be set, candidates should nevertheless be familiar with the more important problems 
relating to particular books including the question of the historical value of Acts in the light of the evidence of 
Paul’s letters…Variations of this question have been set regularly since this syllabus was first inaugurated, 
but this year a far higher percentage of candidates found difficulty in answering this version of a standard 
question on Acts, since they had little knowledge of the reasons which have led scholars to doubt the 
historical value of the book.  These issues are fully covered in the standard commentaries and introductions 
to the study of the New Testament.  The following are examples of where it is difficult to reconcile the 
content of Acts with the evidence of Paul’s letters. If the meeting Paul refers to in Galatians 2 is the Council 
of Jerusalem, then it was clearly a very different type of meeting than that recorded by Luke in Acts 15; the 
apostolic decree in Acts 15 is not mentioned by Paul; the portrait of Paul in Acts and his attitude to the Law, 
is also difficult to reconcile with the evidence of Paul’s letters.  There is also the difficulty of reconciling the 
content of Gamaliel’s speech in Acts 5:33-39 with the historical evidence provided by Josephus.  Some 
scholars also claim that there is no evidence that Roman troops were ever stationed at Caesarea, c.f. Acts 
10:1 ff.
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Examiner comment
This candidate adopted a rather individual approach in answering this question, and began by arguing that 
there is a considerable amount of material in Acts which deserves to be treated as trustworthy.  Luke gives 
a chronological account of the growth of the early church from the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost to the 
missionary journeys of Paul, based on knowledge acquired through being a companion of the apostles, and 
in particular Paul.  The candidate also comments on Luke’s interest in dates, people and places, and argues 
that the fact that what happened in the early church was in fulfilment of the scriptures and the words of 
Jesus, also confirms the trustworthiness of the account Luke gives.

The candidate also gives a number of reasons for doubting the complete historicity of Acts, such as Luke’s 
overriding interest in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the early church, his rather surrealist 
portrayal of Peter, with his miraculous escape from prison, and his theological and apologetic interests, 
which may have led Luke to be somewhat biased in the use and presentation of his material.  Reference is 
also made to a number of points where Luke’s accounts of events and people in Acts appear to conflict with 
the evidence of Paul’s letters, especially Galatians, e.g. the apparent reference to the Council of Jerusalem, 
and the disagreement Paul mentions between Peter and himself over the question of table fellowship with 
Gentiles.  These raise further doubts about the historical trustworthiness of Acts.

The candidate was given full credit for making a genuine attempt to answer the question both by showing 
that there are grounds for accepting at least part of Acts as historically trustworthy, as well as grounds for 
believing that Luke may have been somewhat biased or inaccurate in the way he used some of his source 
material.  Although it did not cover some of the key points, this answer was of sufficient merit for grade A.

Mark awarded = 17 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This was a clear and well written answer, though the candidate was limited through having very little 
knowledge of the grounds on which a number of scholars have doubted the historical trustworthiness of 
Acts.  The candidate begins by claiming that it is generally accepted that Acts was written to portray the 
development of the early church, but acknowledges that some scholars have seen other purposes in the 
book.  The candidate then comments on the author’s interest in people and places, and his reference to 
historical events such as Pentecost and the persecution of Christians by Nero, (though he is not mentioned 
in Acts), as possible evidence for the historicity of the book, but also acknowledges that ‘some events 
recorded in Acts do not correspond with Paul’s letters’.  This very important point, however, is a passing 
comment and not developed in any depth.  The possibility of the speeches in Acts, such as that of Stephen, 
having been fabricated by the author is noted, which is seen as further evidence against the historical trust- 
worthiness of Acts.    

The candidate then discusses other purposes the author may have had in writing Acts, such as an apology 
in defence of the early church portraying ‘cordial relations’ between the church and the Roman authorities, 
and points to evidence in Acts which supports this thesis.  The candidate also notes that Acts may have 
been written as a defence brief for Paul as he awaited trial in Rome, and then refers to Luke’s possible 
theological purpose in emphasising the death and resurrection of Christ as the basis of the salvation of 
mankind, as well as the importance of the Holy Spirit.  However, the candidate does not make explicit the 
point made by some scholars that historical accuracy may have been sacrificed in order to fulfil the author’s 
apologetic or theological purpose.   

The candidate ends by commenting on the significance of the Holy Spirit in Acts, which enabled the 
apostles ‘to be firm orators and speak with authority’, and also enabled them to perform miracles, which 
authenticated their message and helped people to believe them.  Although the candidate does not 
specifically make the point, this can be seen as something which by implication confirms the historical 
trustworthiness of Acts.

In spite of its limitations, this answer has some substance and makes a number of valid points sufficient for 
it to be given a grade C mark.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This brief answer shows some knowledge of the contents of Acts and the reasons why the author may 
have written the book, e.g. to prove that Christianity was not subversive, or as a defence brief for Paul, 
while he awaited trial in Rome, etc.

At the beginning and end of the answer the candidate refers to Acts as a trustworthy account of the history 
of the early church, but states it as a matter of fact, rather than providing an argued case for or against its 
trustworthiness.

This was treated as an unfinished answer, and because it was quite well written and also showed some 
knowledge of the contents of Acts and the reasons why Luke may have written it, it was awarded a grade E 
mark.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 6  
In what ways did Paul’s religious and theological beliefs change after his conversion?  [25]

Mark scheme
In several important respects Paul’s religious and theological beliefs did not change after his conversion. 
He remained a devout Jew (and Pharisee???), who longed for the salvation of Israel, c.f. Romans 9–11.  
He believed in the inspiration and authority of the Jewish Scriptures, that God called Abraham to found a 
new nation to be his chosen people, etc.  He continued to accept and practise the high ethical standards 
of Judaism, c.f. his emphasis on the importance of purity and holiness, e.g. Romans 1:12ff, 1 Corinthians 
6:17–20, etc.  

Paul’s conversion experience gave him a deep-rooted assurance and a unique consciousness of the 
grace of God, and the authority given to him as the ‘apostle to the Gentiles’, c.f. Gal. 1:16.  His experience 
and knowledge of the mercy and grace of God were the foundation of his doctrine of ‘justification by 
faith’, which was so important in relation to the admission of Gentiles into the Church.  He realised that 
justification and salvation were no longer through observing the ceremonial requirements of the law of 
Moses.

His period of blindness seems to have brought home to him the blindness of the human mind, especially his 
own in his pre-conversion zeal as a Pharisee, and the hardness of the human heart, which is not enlightened 
by the Holy Spirit, c.f. 1 Cor. 2.  Prior to his conversion he believed Christ and his followers to be dangerous 
heretics, but following his meeting with the risen Christ, he realised that he was indeed the long awaited 
Messiah, and that, although he had been crucified as a heretic and criminal, God had vindicated him by 
raising him from the dead.  Hence the centrality of the resurrection in Paul’s theology, and his belief in the 
sovereign providence of God as seen at work supremely in the death and resurrection of Christ, c.f. Romans 
8:28.  

The proclamation of the gospel was supremely important to Paul.  He looked back to the O.T. scriptures 
and (re)interpreted many of them in the light of the birth, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  A good answer will include discussion of some of the 
key doctrines Paul developed, such as the church as the body of Christ; Christ as the Second Adam, the 
Wisdom of God, Saviour from principalities and powers, etc; the importance of baptism and ‘The Lord’s 
Supper’ in the life and fellowship of the church; the gift(s) and fruits of the Holy Spirit; his eschatology, 
based on the resurrection of Christians to eternal life, the return of Christ, and also the redemption of 
creation, c.f. Romans 8:18–24. 

In view of the abundance of relevant material do not expect candidates to cover everything mentioned 
above. A well argued answer covering a selection of the key points listed should be awarded a high mark.  
Some credit may be given for reference to supporting material from Pauline epistles not in the syllabus, but 
do not penalise for omission. 
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Examiner comment
This clear and comprehensive answer shows a sound understanding of Paul’s religious and theological 
beliefs both before his conversion and after the transformation, which took place following his meeting with 
the risen Christ.  The candidate shows a detailed knowledge of Paul’s teaching in Romans and Galatians on 
the purpose of the Mosaic Law and how it was fulfilled and superseded as a result of the death of Christ on 
the cross, which, together with the resurrection of Christ, is central to the Christian faith.

There is also a clear understanding and exposition of Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith based not on 
works of the law, but on faith.  The candidate also comments on Paul’s understanding of Christian liberty, 
which follows freedom from the burdensome observance of the Law of Moses, and includes a brief 
summary of how Paul uses the example of Abraham in his teaching on justification and the universal nature 
of the Christian faith which ‘was not meant for Jews only, rather it was meant for all who believe’.

In the second paragraph the candidate makes a common mistake when stating, ‘Paul initially held a 
Judaizer’s approach to the gospel’.  The term ‘Judaizer’ is not a synonym for ‘Jew’.  ‘Judaizer’ is a term Paul 
uses in Galatians to denote those Christians, whether Jews or Gentiles, who believed that admission to the 
fellowship of the church required the full observance of the Law of Moses including circumcision.  

A good grade A answer.

Mark awarded = 20 out of 25
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Examiner comment
The candidate begins by referring to the Holy Spirit as ‘the main catalyst’ of Paul’s conversion and ‘his new 
change in religious and theological beliefs which were centred on Jesus and not on Moses’.  The candidate 
then shows how the change in Paul’s beliefs were given practical expression in his advocacy for the 
incorporation of Gentiles into the church at the Council of Jerusalem.

This answer shows some understanding of Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith based on the example 
of Abraham and his use of the allegory of Sarah and Hagar, though there is no reference to their two sons.  
It also includes a paragraph on the importance for Paul of Christian liberty arising from freedom from the 
demands of the Mosaic Law, and also notes Paul’s warning against the misuse of this liberty through the 
indulgence of the flesh.

The candidate also refers to Paul’s use of the ‘two Adams’, and to his belief that Jew and Gentile now 
stand on level ground before God, in marked contrast to his pre-conversion belief in the religious, racial and 
cultural superiority of the Jews as God’s chosen people.

As in the grade A answer, the candidate misuses the term Judaizer. 

A sound grade C answer.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Examiner comment
This answer is not fully focussed on the actual question, but is rather anecdotal as the candidate recounts 
and comments on certain events in Paul’s life and ministry, e.g. ‘He was the first to visit Gentiles’, also, ‘As 
Jesus faced persecution, he does in places such as Lystra and Thessalonica’.

Towards the end of the answer the candidate begins to earn marks by referring to Paul’s call to be an 
apostle and  his meeting with Christ, and by showing the importance for Paul of the death and resurrection 
of Christ, and his promised return.

With the comments noted above about the importance for Paul of the death and resurrection of Christ, 
there was just sufficient substance in this answer for it to be awarded a grade E mark.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 7
Compare the teaching on faith and works in James and Galatians.  What light, if any, does this 
throw on the reasons why James was written? [25]

Mark scheme
Relevant material in the following passages should be discussed: James 1 and 2, Galatians 2:15 – 5:6, 
including Paul’s use of the example of Abraham, Sarah and Hagar, and their children, to support his doctrine 
of justification by faith.  5:5–6 and 5:13–6:10 show Paul’s understanding of the ethical implications of the 
Christian faith, especially the contrast he draws between those who live by the Spirit and those who live 
according to the flesh/lower nature.

For a high mark expect some discussion of the (different?) meaning of ‘faith’ and ‘works’ in James and Paul.  
By ‘works’ Paul would appear to mean works which lead to justification, whereas James is referring to 
works which prove the sincerity of one’s faith.

N.B. weaker candidates often confuse the different use of the example of Abraham by Paul and James.  
Paul never refers to Abraham’s willingness to offer Isaac as a sacrifice.  It is also likely that weaker 
candidates will not be able to distinguish between Paul’s teaching on faith and works in Galatians, with that 
given in Romans.  Provided that a candidate understands the basic teaching of both Paul and James on faith 
and works, be prepared to give up to 12 marks, even though there is little discussion of the relevant material 
in Galatians.  

Rider.  Was James writing to correct Paul’s teaching on justification by faith, or the misunderstanding of it 
by those with antinomian tendencies?  A good answer to the rider will require some discussion of the likely 
date of both letters, though the epistle of James could have been written long before Romans or even 
Galatians – n.b. Gal. 2:12.
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Example comment
This answer begins with a useful definition of the terms ‘faith’ and ‘works’, and the comment that there 
are both similarities and differences between the two letters.  There then follows a good, if brief, summary 
of Paul’s teaching on justification by faith in Galatians, and James’ teaching on the importance of works, 
is attributed to his desire to counteract any tendency to antinomianism, which might result from the 
misunderstanding of Paul’s teaching.  The candidate then refers to Paul’s use of the example of Abraham, 
who was justified by his faith long before the existence of the Mosaic law, whereas James states that 
Abraham was justified by his works, although the candidate does not quote the argument James uses to 
support this claim.  Overall the answer show a good knowledge of the teaching of both Paul and James on 
faith and works, and the content of both letters. 

The candidate tackles the apparent contradiction between Paul and James on the grounds that they were 
writing ‘from different perspectives’, and argues that both Paul and James believed that faith is manifested 
through good works, and then goes on to answer the second part of the question by arguing that James 
was written to counteract misunderstandings of Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith and the tendency to 
antinomianism, which resulted from these misunderstandings.

A higher mark would have required some reference to the arguments James uses to support his claim that 
‘faith without works is dead’.

A sound grade A.

Mark awarded = 19 out of 25
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Examiner comment
The candidate begins by making the distinction that Paul approaches the teaching of faith and works ‘from 
a very Christian point of view, and James was more of Jewish (sic)’, a distinction which needed further 
amplification and evidence to support it, although the candidate does correctly identify the different 
emphases in the teaching of Paul and James on these two topics.

In the second paragraph the candidate makes the valid point that Paul explains that ‘faith is highly effective 
if it is combined with love’, and then goes on to comment on Paul’s use of the example of Abraham as the 
basis of his doctrine of justification since, Abraham was reckoned righteous on the ground of his faith before 
the law of Moses was given.

Unfortunately there is some confusion in the rest of this paragraph, since the candidate states that Paul 
claimed that Abraham’s faith was demonstrated by his willingness to offer his son as a sacrifice, whereas it 
is James who uses this incident to show that Abraham was justified by both faith and works.  The quotation 
‘faith was the substance of things hoped for and evidence of the unseen’, which comes from Hebrews 11:1, 
appears to be wrongly attributed to Paul.

The quality of the answer improves thereafter with an explanation of Paul’s use of the allegory of Sarah and 
Hagar, and their two sons, in his exposition of the basis of his doctrine of justification by faith apart from the 
law.  The candidate then comments on Paul’s teaching on Christian freedom, which ‘is seen by James as 
having encouraged antinomianism as there were Gnostics, who would take advantage and proclaim that they 
were free as they had been baptised’, and then makes the valid point that Paul gave a catalogue of vices in 
Galatians, which Christians must avoid.  There then follows the reinforcement of an earlier point that ‘Paul 
taught love…and believed love would help Christians to follow all the other laws and not affect their fellow 
brethren in the church’.

The answer is marred by a lack of clarity in places, e.g. in the fifth paragraph, where it is stated ‘…and 
this made for Paul’s argument, etc.’, and in the last sentence, ‘…he believes that Paul had overstated the 
meaning of faith and yet it was meant to be carried out with the whole catalogue of vices.’

The candidate was given credit for answering the second part of the question in comments made in the 
course of the essay, though a more systematic approach would have earned a higher mark.

In spite of its defects this was a fairly competent answer, with several good points made, and a clear 
understanding of the issues involved, which earned a grade C mark.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 20
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Examiner comment
This brief one page answer, which was clearly unfinished, was of sufficient merit to be awarded a grade E 
pass mark for the following reasons:

(i) The answer is clear and well written as far as it goes.

(ii)  In the first two paragraphs the candidate shows some knowledge of the contents of both Galatians and 
James and the fundamental points of their authors’ teaching on faith and works.

(iii)  In the third and fourth paragraphs the candidate attempts to explain possible reasons for the appearance 
of such conflicting views in the two letters.

(iv)  The candidate is aware that both Paul and James use the example of Abraham to support their doctrinal 
stance, but is unable to develop this further.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 8
Discuss the teaching in Colossians on Christian conduct and relationships, and the principles on 
which this teaching is based. [25]

Mark scheme
N.B.  The wording of this question takes into account the fact that there are some grounds for doubting the 
Pauline authorship of this letter.

3:1–4:6 is the key section, which should be covered fully, but other relevant material, e.g. 1:3–4, where 
there is the Pauline emphasis on faith, hope and love; 2:16–23, also Paul’s onslaught against false ethical 
teaching.  More able candidates should be able to discuss 3:1ff in the context of the ‘primitive Christian 
catechism’ (c.f. Carrington and Selwyn, also discussed by Caird in ‘The Apostolic Age’), and refer to similar 
material in Ephesians, 1 Peter, etc.  3:18–4:1 & 4:5 especially concerned with relationships,

‘Principles on which it is based’ – This is an important part of the question which weaker candidates will 
either neglect or find some difficulty with.  Plenty of material, e.g. (i) 1:5–6, being ‘open to the word, which 
bears fruit’, c.f. 1:10; (ii) Some reference to the Spirit, 1:8–9, but no trace of the emphasis on the body, 
individual and corporate, as the ‘temple of the Spirit’, which is fundamental to Paul’s ethical teaching in 1 
Cor., nor the familiar teaching on the opposition between the Spirit and the flesh in Rom. and Gal., though it 
is not entirely absent, c.f. 3:5; (iii) importance of being ‘stable and steadfast’ (1:23) and ‘rooted, built up’, etc. 
(2:7); (iv) ‘risen with Christ, c.f. Romans 6, etc.; (v) ‘put to death’, ‘put on’, ‘be subject, obey, forbear’, etc.

A considerable amount of relevant material, so don’t expect candidates to cover everything mentioned 
above.
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Example candidate response – grade A 
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Examiner comment
This clearly written and well presented answer shows a good knowledge of the circumstances in which 
Paul composed Colossians and the reasons why he wrote it.

The candidate is aware of Paul’s use of the Greek word agape to describe Christian love, and is also aware 
of the supreme importance of love as a fundamental principle governing Christian conduct, c.f. Col. 3;14, 
and the need for Christians to ‘put to death’ or ‘put away’ vices such as fornication, anger, wrath, malice, 
etc., c.f. Col. 3:5-8.

This answer also shows a sound knowledge of Paul’s teaching in this letter on relationships, (sometimes 
referred to as ‘the family code’, and seen by N.T. scholars such as Carrington and Selwyn as part of the 
Primitive Christian Catechism).  The candidate gives a good summary of his teaching on relationships 
between husbands and wives, children and parents, and slaves and masters.  (There is, however, some 
repetition on this subject in the course of the answer.)  The candidate also comments on the danger from 
religious syncretism and what may have been an early form of the Gnostic heresy.

This answer would have been awarded a higher mark if the candidate had mentioned what Paul wrote at the 
beginning of chapter 3, where he introduces this substantial passage of ethical teaching: ‘If then you have 
been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set 
your mind on things above, not on things that are on earth.’  Alongside love, this is one of the fundamental 
principles on which Paul basis his ethical teaching in this letter.

(N.B. Some scholars doubt the Pauline authorship of this letter.)

Mark awarded = 17 out of 25

There are no suitable example candidate responses available for grade C or grade E.
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Question 9 
‘While a number of interesting suggestions have been made about the authorship of Hebrews, 
the only thing which can be said with any degree of confidence is that it was not written by Paul.’  
Discuss. [25]

Mark scheme
Suggested authors – (i) Barnabas, (Tertullian and others).  A Levite and would be familiar with Temple ritual.  
(ii) Luke.  Literary affinities with Lk./Acts.  (iii) Apollos.  Use of LXX, ‘eloquent’, Alexandrian background.  
Other suggestions include Clement, Silvanus, Philip, Priscilla and Aquila, but, while none of these is 
impossible, little positive evidence to support any of them.

Evidence supporting Pauline authorship almost wholly external.  Clement c.180 C.E. reports tradition that 
Lk. translated it from a letter by Paul written in Hebrew or Aramaic.  P46 includes it among Pauline epistles 
after Romans; in majority of early Greek mss. placed after 2 Thessalonians and before personal letters of 
Paul.  While accepted in East, ascription to Paul resisted in West as late as C4th, but others, e.g. Pelagius, 
Jerome and Augustine treat it as Pauline.  

Evidence against: quoted by Clement of Rome c.95 C.E., but gives no hint of authorship; usually invokes 
Paul’s authority when quoting accepted Pauline letters.  Internal evidence very convincing: different 
beginning from Paul’s letters; 2:3 implies second generation Christian; Hebrews is anonymous in contrast 
to accepted Pauline letters; rhetorical style different from that of Paul – more Greek, more orderly 
argument, few digressions.  Different theological outlook with emphasis on exaltation of Christ rather than 
resurrection, sanctification rather than redemption.  No explicit mention of justification, (but implied, c.f. 
10:39?), and other noted Pauline doctrines receive less emphasis, e.g. Holy Spirit.  Different approach to 
Law, but most significant difference emphasis on High Priesthood of Christ.  Familiarity with LXX indicates 
may have been Hellenist.  Evidence concerning date does not rule out the possibility of Paul having been 
its author, but ch. 13 thought by some to indicate Paul dead.  Not impossible to find a context for this letter 
in Paul’s ministry, but internal evidence makes it very difficult to ascribe the letter to Paul in spite of early 
tradition, and this is the view of the great majority of modern scholars.



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

364 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 
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Examiner comment
This is an excellent answer from a candidate who has a detailed knowledge of the problems surrounding the 
authorship of Hebrews, an attractive style and a good command of English, and also the ability to present 
a well reasoned and coherent argument to support the case being put forward.  The answer begins with 
a brief reference to the long history of the debate about the authorship of Hebrews, and includes the well 
known quotation from Origen concerning the impossibility of discovering its author with any degree of 
certainty.  The candidate then proceeds to a detailed analysis of the reasons why the three main candidates 
as the possible author of Hebrews have been suggested – Barnabas, Luke and Apollos.

This is followed by an excellent and well presented summary of the very strong arguments which have been 
put forward by N.T. scholars against Pauline authorship.

The candidate would have gained an even higher mark, had the reference in the fifth paragraph to 
Alexandrine influence been expanded, and reference also made to Heb.2:3, which is seen as one of the key 
points against Pauline authorship, since it implies that the author was a second generation Christian.  An 
excellent answer.

Mark awarded = 21 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
The candidate begins by examining some of the arguments put forward to support Pauline authorship.  The 
somewhat unclear statement at the beginning of paragraph four, ‘When Peter wrote to the Hebrews, etc.,’ 
is a reference to 2 Peter 3:15, a letter which some scholars believe was also written to Jewish Christians 
on the basis of the reference in 1 Peter 1:1 to ‘the exiles of the dispersion’, although this might refer to the 
Church  as the New Israel, rather than Jewish Christians.  

The candidate recognises that the arguments against Pauline authorship ‘tend to be stronger’, and gives a 
fairly good summary of those used by scholars to support this view.

The answer ends with a brief summary of the arguments in favour of two possible candidates for the 
authorship of Hebrews, Apollos and Priscilla.  It has sufficient substance to gain a grade C mark.

Mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E 
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Examiner comment
Although this was a substantial answer, it barely gained a pass mark at A level since it is marred by a lack of 
clarity and coherent argument, and also contains several inaccurate statements.  For example, at the end of 
paragraph one the candidate states, ‘It would be biblical blindness, (whatever that may mean!), not to credit 
him, i.e. Paul, for writing this book since his closing remarks are present’.  At the end of the next paragraph 
the candidate contradicts this stating, ‘Hence with the above it would be biblical blindness to credit Paul for 
writing the letter to the Hebrews.’

Other examples of lack of clarity and/or inaccuracy include the following, (i) ‘Paul never use a Jewish 
language addressing his Gentile converts’, which the contents of Galatians and Romans disprove, (ii) the 
references to the ‘Royal Law’ in paragraphs eight (Hebrews 6:1ff) and ten (Hebrews 3:1ff.), a term which is 
only used by James and does not occur in Hebrews, (iii) the supposed reference by the author to Prisca and 
Aquila, who are not mentioned in Hebrews, and (iv) the inaccurate or fictitious references to scholars, e.g. 
F. Baur writing in Peake’s commentary, (paragraph eight), and Professor Tertullian, the early church father, c. 
160-220 C.E., who is supposed to have written in the New Bible Commentary.

Instead of coherent argument, which is expected in a good A level answer, the candidate makes several 
contradictory statements.  In addition to the one already noted, after arguing fairly strongly against Pauline 
authorship, at the beginning of paragraph nine the candidate states, ‘Also the concluding verse of the letter 
to the Hebrews makes one to be convinced that it was Paul who wrote the letter (Hebrews 14:1ff.)’ N.B. 
Hebrews only has thirteen chapters.



Paper 3   The Apostolic Age

378 Cambridge International AS and A Level Divinity 8041 and 9011 

Although this was a fairly long answer, the candidate made no attempt to discuss possible authors of 
this letter, if it was not written by Paul.  In spite of these manifest defects, the answer did show some 
knowledge of the contents of Hebrews, and included some valid points in paragraphs five to seven, which 
were sufficient to gain a grade E.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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Question 10
Assess the religious, political and economic factors which aided or hindered the spread of 
Christianity in the apostolic age. [25]

Mark scheme
In view of the considerable amount of relevant material candidates should not be expected to cover all the 
points listed below.  For a high mark some of the most important points in each section should be covered 
with appropriate comment/classification, i.e. whether they aided or hindered the progress and mission of 
the early church: 

(a)  Political/economic factors: Good roads and communications facilitated missionary work of the church.  
‘Pax (peace) Romana’; Paul’s use of his Roman citizenship and privileges; Judaism a ‘religio licita’ (a legal 
religion), but n.b. expulsion of Jews from Rome by Claudius, and general suspicion of Jews with whom 
Christians would inevitably be associated, c.f. attitude of Jewish groups to Rome and political situation 
in Palestine, increasing nationalism under the influence of Zealots led to the increasing need of Church 
to dissociate from Judaism.  Jewish Sanhedrin and its authority; Felix, Festus and Agrippa, the efforts 
of Paul (Rom. 13) and Luke to show Christianity not subversive.  The trouble caused by Paul’s Jewish 
opponents, the inevitable clash of the proclamation of the gospel with vested interests, e.g. Philippi and 
Ephesus.

(b) Religious factors.  Good answers will need to make some distinction between Jews and Gentiles.  

  Jews: Synagogues in many Gentile cities in Mediterranean area.  The attractiveness of the Christian 
faith to Jews has to be seen against the background of the Judaism of that era, e.g. the political 
time-serving of the Sadducees, who controlled the Temple, also to a large extent the economy; their 
subservience to Rome; also the legalism of the Pharisees, and the dangerous and violent nationalism 
of the Zealots.  Christianity fulfilment of Judaism and O.T. hopes – Jesus not only Messiah, but also the 
Deuteronomic prophet and the new Moses.  The teaching of Jesus, the evidence of his (Messianic) 
miracles and resurrection – the ‘power of God was with him’, so also with the Apostles after Pentecost, 
c.f. Acts 3:1ff; the Samaritan and Gentile Pentecosts.  The warmth of fellowship within the early 
church and the attraction of its worship; the concern for the poor and needy, c.f. Acts 6; also ministry 
of healing(?).  The apostolic kerygma with its hope and promise of eternal life, also the note of warning 
of the impending judgement of God/return of Jesus.  Christianity a faith that ‘worked’ and met human 
need.

  Gentiles: Much of the above also relevant.  The decadence of contemporary Greek and Roman religion 
of that era, with its ‘incredible’ system of a multiplicity of gods and goddesses, some of them local; the 
barrenness of current philosophies and their inability to meet human need, also true of Gnosticism and 
the mystery religions of Asia Minor with their often bizarre beliefs and practices.  The attractiveness of 
the monotheism, and high moral and ethical teaching of both Judaism and Christianity.  N.B. examples 
such as the Centurion in Lk. 7 and Cornelius in Acts.  The universality of the Gospel with its message 
of God’s love for the individual as well as for the human race; the willingness of the church to welcome 
‘sinners and outcasts’.

  On the negative side the Gospel was a ‘stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles’, 1 Cor. 1:20 – c.f. 
the response to Paul’s preaching at Athens.  The inevitable clash of ideologies when the gospel was 
proclaimed and the cost to converts of forsaking their old way of life, allegiances, etc.  Also relevant, 
examples of persecution, and why.  The continuing opposition of Jews and final banishment of Jewish 
Christians from the synagogue.
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Examiner comment
This clearly presented and well written answer covered most of the relevant important points.  The 
candidate begins by commenting on the attractiveness of the Christian message with its promise of the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life, which was authenticated by the ability of the apostles to perform 
miracles, and then continues with comment on Christianity as the fulfilment of Judaism, and Paul’s policy 
of visiting Jewish synagogues on his missionary journeys.  This enabled him to present the gospel as the 
fulfilment of the Jewish hope for their long awaited Messiah. 

The candidate refers to the advantage the early church had through being initially regarded as a sect within 
Judaism, thus sharing the privilege conferred on the Jewish faith by the Romans as a ’religio licita’, and also 
mentions other factors, which aided the Christian mission, such as the excellent Roman road system, Paul’s 
use of his Roman citizenship, etc.

In the final part of the essay the candidate comments on the factors which hindered the spread of 
Christianity, including jealousy of the Jews, and the anger and opposition, which followed the apostles’ 
preaching of the gospel, and eventually led to wide spread persecution and opposition.  The candidate also 
refers to the persecution of Christians by the Roman emperor, and the opposition which arose as a result 
of the clash of the gospel with vested interests, following the transformation of people’s lives, as seen at 
Philippi and Ephesus.

A higher mark would have been awarded had the candidate commented on the benefits of ‘the ‘pax 
Romana’, the ease of travel by sea following the suppression of piracy by Pompey, and the virtual non- 
existence of language barriers as a result of the widespread use of ‘koine’ Greek in the Mediterranean parts 
of the Roman Empire. 

A good, clearly presented answer covering most of the main religious, political and economic factors which 
aided or hindered the progress of Christianity in the apostolic age.  A solid grade A answer.

Mark awarded = 19 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade C 
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Examiner comment
This candidate was handicapped by a somewhat poor command of English; it was also difficult to read.  
These two factors combined to make it difficult to understand the point the candidate was making in certain 
places, e.g. in paragraphs nine and twelve. The candidate was, nevertheless, able to focus on the question 
and make several valid points concerning the factors which aided the early church’s mission, including ease 
of travel by sea and land, the benefits of the ‘pax Romana’, the use of ‘koine’ Greek as a common language, 
and the political unity within the Roman Empire, with its common currency, freedom of travel, etc.  The 
candidate also refers to the advantage Paul gained from his Roman citizenship, although owing to lack of 
clarity it is not easy to understand the point being made.

Among the factors which hindered the Christian mission, the candidate comments on the persecution of 
Christians by both Jews and Romans,  the practice of idolatry throughout the empire, and the danger to the 
church from false teaching.  The candidate also notes that ease of travel enabled the Jewish opponents of 
the early church to pursue the early Christians without difficulty in order to persecute them.

In spite of the candidate’s difficulties with English, and the lack of clarity in places, this was a commendable 
attempt to answer the question which gained a grade C mark.

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade E 
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Examiner comment
This fairly long answer shows some knowledge of the factors which aided or hindered the mission of 
the early church, though it is marred in several places by a tendency to be anecdotal and vague.  The 
candidate does, however, mention some relevant factors, such as the opposition from Judaizers, (though 
this paragraph lacks clarity), and the persecution of the apostles, but the reference to Barnabas being 
imprisoned with Peter is inaccurate.  The candidate also mentions the dangers from pagan culture in cities 
such as Corinth.

Among the factors, which aided the early church’s mission, the candidate refers to the miracles the apostles 
were able to perform, which authenticated their ministry and enabled people to believe in the power of 
Christ.

There was no reference to many of the points listed in the mark scheme, but there was, nevertheless, 
sufficient merit in this answer for it to be awarded a grade E.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 25
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