A2 Product Design
Specification 6551

Unit 4

THE PRODUCT STUDY

Product Study Criteria

Marks will be allocated to the 5 aspects of the product study. The study will be marked out of a total of 50 marks. 25 for design issues, 25 for manufacturing issues.

Hand in 1 : Friday 8th November

Approx 500 words plus the relevant research material or bibliography of quotes. 

Synopsis

ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS  (10 marks)

a. The relevance of the actual information presented

b. The quality of the analysis of the information

c. The quality of synthesis leading to a conclusion being drawn

Assessment Criteria

7-10 marks

The candidate displays high level analytical skills and has selected relevant information with real flair and discrimination, regarding both designing and manufacturing together  with their moral and ethical implications.

This is the section that you will refer to your research material. The research material would be best utilised as an appendix at the end of the study. The relevant parts should be highlighted and easy to find :-

My understanding of what they are looking for but [please expand upon these ideas as you require]

Divide your research into two separate sections if you can : Design Issues          Manufacturing Technologies      but make sure it is all related to your product.

a.  The research information that you have included is all relevant and hasn’t been pages of brochure information or pages of Internet material that was easy to include. Every page or photocopy that you include should be used for something somewhere. Use the information that you collect to make tables and graphs, although this is not included under these criteria, credit is given for presentation, this will also help to justify your conclusions.

b. Show that you understand information within your research by condensing the facts. Again graphs and tables may help. Show that you have used a range of sources to collect the information about your product, explain that the sales brochure or company literature will not expose the faults with the product, try to find articles about your product from independent sources i.e. Which magazine.

c. The synthesis is You explaining how after you have collated all your information you will be able to make decisions, explain why you are disregarding certain information, justify the reasons why you think certain sources are flawed. 

d. Make a list of criteria to compare your product to. These lists could be from different perspectives I.e. 

1. A list of criteria that a manufacturer would expect his product to meet

2. The user criteria

3. The design teams criteria

4. The retail person who sells the product

        Then evaluate your product against these criteria, be honest about how you feel about the product but try to justify your feelings where possible based on your research.

Moral and ethical implications

This probably is easier to discuss with certain products.

A pair of Levis 501 jeans are part manufactured in 12 different countries. There are moral implications with the way that Levis takes advantage of poorer economic countries (see handout). Some products that you will be studying will have a  life cycle. Plastics are sometimes used to package a product that only has a life span of a few years. This also causes moral and ethical implications.

From the Hand out  you can see there is a range of moral and ethical implications in the manufacture of the Levis jeans. Consider your product and how and where it was manufactured, are there reasons behind this? 

Be careful not to discuss all the decisions you have concluded or you will have nothing to write for the next section.

· Conclusions, Evaluations and recommendations 10 marks
· Presentation 10 marks
