Write a critical evaluation of the following argument. Ensure that in your answer you:

• Explicitly identify the structure of the argument. i.e. any conclusions drawn and reasons given.

• Assess the argument by giving the assumptions which must be made, and explaining the flaws in reasoning.

• Present two further arguments which challenge and/or support the conclusion.

Three marks are available for quality of written communication.

Total Marks [20]
Fears that the United Kingdom population is becoming intellectually impoverished are well founded. Claire Creaser of Loughborough University Library and Information Statistics Unit refers to

‘the beginning of an apparent collapse in library borrowings’.

In 1989 the public borrowed 429 million books whereas in 1999 this had fallen to 388 million. This decline in the demand for the library service is further evidenced by the fall in the number of librarians from one per 7,100 of the population in 1989 to one in 9,300 in 1999.

Whereas children previously used their leisure time reading books and improving their minds, they now spend it watching television and using the internet. Even though library borrowing by children is up slightly in contrast to a decrease of 31% in the borrowing of adult fiction, this merely reflects the present escapist trend for such fantasy tales as the Harry Potter series.

The public library service was well-used in the 19th century when people had to struggle to improve themselves. They valued education far more highly as a means of social advancement, whereas today’s population has to face the distractions offered by a more affluent pleasure seeking society.

Minds, like plants, wither if they are not nurtured by a medium which is rich in the vital elements they need. As the educational level of the population declines due to the lack of mental improvement that reading brings, so too do civilised values. This in turn will often lead to an increase in crime and violence in society. It is difficult to know what can be done to reverse this disturbing trend.

