OCR

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT

New A Level Computing
H047 and H447 replacing 3820 and 7820

Information for OCR centres transferring to new specifications for first teaching
in September 2008

This document maps the current A Level Computing specification to the new specification for first
teaching in September 2008. It includes information on the changes, support available and an outline
of the new specification. It is intended to help ease the transition for Heads of Department and
Teachers involved in the teaching of Computing.

The full specification is available online along with a short questionnaire enabling you to share your
comments on the specification and help shape the materials developed to support it. For more
information including answers to frequently asked questions visit www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels

Current specification - mapping the changes pages 2-3

Outline specification for first teaching September 2008 page 4

QCA have stipulated that:

o Number of units required to achieve GCE A Level Computing is to be reduced from six to four
« Coursework is set at 20%
« Stretch and Challenge style questions to be introduced into A2 assessment
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Mapping the changes to the A Level Computing specification
OCR for first teaching September 2008

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT H047 and H447 replacing 3820 and 7820

A LEVEL

Candidates must complete six units
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RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT

New A Level Computing specification for first

teaching September 2008
H047 and H447 replacing 3820 and 7820

Candidates must complete four units

Benefits to me and my learners

» A combination of the theory units from the legacy specification. Generally the GCE ICT content has
been removed and the computing content retained.

 The practical skills which an AS candidate should be considered to have mastered are assessed by
using an examination.
The skills concerned are:

o Practical analysis techniques like DFDs.

« Design features like the sensible arrangement of an interface or the construction of algorithms.

» Programming techniques and skills eg repetition constructs.

« Evaluation techniques like testing skills.

« This is a combination of the theory modules from the legacy specification. The opportunity has been
taken to rearrange some of the content and also to drop more of the IT based work which was
prevalent in the previous specification. The exam will contain synoptic and stretch and challenge
elements.

« Candidates develop their knowledge and understanding of computer systems and the skills studied in
the examinable units at AS and A2. This project is a substantial piece of work requiring analysis and
design over an extended period of time, and which is organised, evaluated and presented in a report.

» The computing project will continue to be modelled around the concept of following a problem
solution for a third party from its inception to the finished article. More credit will be available for the
solution to the problem than in the legacy specification and the problem solution will be expected to
include a degree of programming.

4 The full specification is available online at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels
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