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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers
· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Classics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plan for Classics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos
All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Classical Greek Verse and Prose Literature F372

	Suggested teaching time
	1 hour
	Topic
	Introduction to Homer and the Iliad

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to Homer and the Iliad: Homer, idea of oral epic, relationship between the Iliad and the events of the Trojan War, Brief outline of the Iliad as a poem.
	· Presentation by the teacher on Homer and oral epic. 

· Project: find out about the Trojan war and the outline of the Iliad. Split into groups, use the internet, and create a brief presentation on the topics by the end of the lesson or the following lesson. 
	· For teacher: 

· Griffin, J, Homer, OUP, 1980, Chapters 1 and 2 for general introduction. 

· Griffin, J, Homer on Life and Death, CUP, 1980, passim may be useful. 
	· Teacher should advice students on how to make best use of websites. Students might also take the opportunity to great PowerPoint presentations for their homework, if there is time to extend this activity. 


	Classical Greek Verse and Prose Literature F372

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	Translation and appreciation of Iliad, 16.632-698

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Background to Iliad 16, looking at the structure of the Iliad and the idea of epic poetry. 
	· A short period should be spent looking at the idea of epic, and then more specifically at the structure of the Iliad and the characters in it. Background about Achilles, Patroclus and Agamemnon will be essential. Students should research each, and then read book 16 in translation, making a brief summary so that they can understand the selection in context. 
	· Willock’s edition of Iliad 12-24 will probably be the most useful, but should be checked against the OCT. www.perseus.org also provides students with information on each word, and could be used. 
	· If students are to use Perseus, they will need induction by the teacher. Care should be taken that they note the form and meaning of each word, perhaps by taking notes as they look things up. 

	Translation and appreciation on lines 632-643
	· Work through lines 632-643, possibly using perseus. This will need to be teacher-led for this lesson, but giving students the opportunity to contribute their knowledge. By the end of the lesson, these lines should be translated and understood. Point for discussion: What is the meaning of the simile in this passage? What does it tell us about the Homeric battle scene?

· Preparation: students should prepare lines 644-665 using either perseus or an edition and dictionary. They should come to the lesson with notes giving the meaning of each word.
	
	· If there is time, it would be worth expanding the discussion of the simile both to look at this in detail and to consider other similes. 

	Translation and appreciation on lines 644-665
	· Translation of lines 644-665. The preparation work should be mean that students can take a more active role in the translation. Discussion point: 

· Why do you think that Zeus had so much interest in this death? 

· Look at Homer’s use of adjectives to describe the heroes (eg l.649 or 654): What do they add? How are they relevant to their context?

· Preparation: students should again prepare lines 666-697 as above.
	· A photo of the Euphronius vase depicting the dead Sarpedon is available at http://www.theoi.com/Gallery/N12.1.html. 

· For translation, as above. 
	· If there is time, it would be worth considering more generally how Homer conveys the energy and power of the battle through his language, in the choice of words, use of meter and sentence structure.

	Translation and appreciation on lines 666-697
	· Students should proceed with translation as outlined above. Discussion point: what is the role of Zeus in the Iliad? This question might broaden to wider questions on the role of the divine in the Iliad.
	· Griffin, J, Homer on Life and Death, CUP, 1980, chapter 6 on ‘The Divine Audience and the Religion of the Iliad’.
	· If there are a reasonable number of students, this might be the point to do some group work on translation, asking each group to come up with a translation for a section of the text. 


	Classical Greek Verse and Prose Literature F372

	Suggested teaching time
	1 hour
	Topic
	Introduction to Oratory and Lysias

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to Oratory and Lysias: the importance of rhetoric in the Athenian system, the legal system in Athens, Lysias and metics.
	· Brief presentation by the teacher on the Athenian constitution and the lawcourts. 

· Project: find out about Lysias, his status as a metic, the speeches he wrote and how they were used, as well as Eratosthenes and the nature of the case itself.
	· OCD3 on Lysias

· Introduction to Shuckburgh, Lyias, Orationes XVI, London, 1964 (now in BCP).

· www.perseus.org
· www.stoa.org on Athens in general.

· Some useful background for the teacher may be found in: 

· The Attic Orators (Oxford Readings in Classical Studies) (Paperback) 
ed. Edwin Carawan, OUP, 2007, Chapter 2 by Usher, S, ‘Lysias and his Clients’
· Usher, S, Greek Oratory: Tradition and Originality, OUP, 1999, Chapter 4
	· The emphasis here should be on helping students to understand the nature of this text, and how it might have been used in Ancient Athens. 


	Classical Greek Verse and Prose Literature F372

	Suggested teaching time
	4 hours
	Topic
	Translation and Appreciation of Lysias, ‘Against Eratosthenes’, 4-13

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Translation and appreciation of section 4
	· Initial work should be guided by the teacher. The teacher should also explain the following: Cephalus, Pericles and The Thirty.

· Students should prepare sections 5-7 for the next lesson, using either a dictionary or Perseus. 
	· Shuckburgh, Lysias, Orationes, XVI has some useful notes. 

· www.perseus.org for translation materials. 
	· If students are to use Perseus, they will need induction by the teacher. Care should be taken that they note the form and meaning of each word, perhaps by taking notes as they look things up.

	Translation and appreciation of sections 5-7
	· Translation of sections 5-7, with notes on Theognis and Peison. The emphasis should be on getting students aware of how Lysias is writing, so that they can begin to translate on their own. 

· Preparation of sections 8-10.
	· OCD3 on the 30 and Shuckburgh notes.


	· If there is time, it would be worth considering briefly what features of the text show Lysias’ rhetorical skill – sentence structure, personal involvement and clarity of expression might be useful starting points. 

	Translation and appreciation of sections 8-10
	· Translation of sections 8-10 – students should take an active role in this, and begin to lead the translation more. The emphasis should still be on understanding the details of the Greek, as using this as ‘unseen’ practice.
	
	· Once translation is complete, it might be effective to ask a student to declaim some of the Greek, to give a sense of the text as oratory, and follow on some discussion started in the previous session. 

	Translation and appreciation of sections 11-13
	· Explanations of Melobius, and Mnesitheides. Translation of sections 11-13 as above. Point for consideration: what do you think the impact of the speech so far would have been on the jury?
	
	· This passage would provide a good opportunity for looking at Lysias’ narrative technique – how does he use narrative to gain the support of the jury? What makes his story compelling? A careful look at both the choice of words and their positioning within sentences would be most instructive. 

	Resources
E. Carawan ed. The Attic Orators (OUP 2007)

J. Griffin Homer (OUP 1980)

J. Griffin Homer on Life and Death (OUP 1980)

S. Usher Greek Oratory: Tradition and Originality (OUP 1999)
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Sample Lesson Plan: Classical Greek Verse and Prose Literature F372
An Introduction to Homer and the Iliad
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson
	Objective 1
	Students to know about Homer, oral poetry and the structure of the Iliad.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to begin to understand the nature of oral poetry and differentiate it from later written work.

	Objective 3
	Students to place in context the literature which they will be studying in the original, both within the poem and in a wider literary context.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge
· Some students may have studied Homer for GCSE Classical Greek or Classical Civilisation. They should be asked about this to see what they remember. It may also be appropriate to look at other verse literature – eg from English – which they may have studied to see what knowledge they have of ‘epic’ and the idea of ‘verse’.

Content
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge. Teacher asks students what they remember, and shows them if they can show the difference between verse and prose and epic literature. Brief notes of contributions to be taken on the board as a starting point. 

	10 minutes
	Presentation by the teacher on the following, ideally with a PowerPoint. Students to take notes. 

· Homer – his name, possible origins and the idea of the Homeridae. In short, we know very little. 

· The idea of an oral tradition of poetry recounting the tales of heroes (contrast with India, Ireland, Old Norse etc. by way of illustrating the idea). The idea of a poet coming to sing in court (illustrate with Phemius and Demodocus from the Odyssey and Achilles in book 9 of the Iliad)

· Brief introduction on the Trojan War and its relationship to the Iliad within the context given above. 

	5 minutes
	Consolidation: quick revision of key points, with oral questions to students on what has been said. Teacher may also develop ideas with students, if appropriate.

	20 minutes
	Teacher to set up the following research activity. How this is done will depend on the size of the class.

Students to use the internet and available books to find out as much as they can about the following:

Troy, Trojan War, the structure of the Iliad, Achilles, Agamemnon, Patroclus, Priam, Hector, heroism (in the Iliad)

	10 minutes
	Presentations by students.




Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Teacher to ask brief factual questions on the following: 

1. What is oral poetry? 

2. What is the relationship between oral poetry and the heroism of the Iliad?

3. Briefly state who the following were: Achilles, Agamemnon, Patroclus, Priam, Hector.

4. At what point in the Iliad does book 16 come? 

5.  When was the Trojan War fought? 

6. How does the Iliad relate to the Trojan war? 

Other questions may also be appropriate, depending on the direction which the lesson has taken. Students should leave the lesson with a basic knowledge of these areas. 


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specifications effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit http://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate and free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at http://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Classics.
Oxford University Press is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Classics for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008 (AS) and Spring 2009 (A2):
Anderson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR AS Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2008) 

ISBN: 9780199126620

Anderson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR A2 Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2009) 

ISBN: 9780199126637

Morgan, J. OCR AS Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199126606

Morgan, J. OCR A2 Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199126613

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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