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SECTION A: Language

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.

Unprepared Translation and Comprehension

1   Read the passage and answer questions 1(a) to 1(g).

An earthquake at Sparta causes an uprising of the Helots (Spartan slaves). 
The Spartans call in Athenian help, but change their mind, bringing about 
tension between the two states.

When the Thasians were defeated in battle and besieged by the Athenians, 
they appealed to Sparta to help their cause by invading Attica and 
distracting the Athenians. The Spartans agreed to this but an earthquake 
occurred and, under cover of the confusion, many of the Helots escaped 
and took refuge on Mount Ithome.

 Thucydides 1. 101ff.
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Words

1 need
2 quarrel
3 revolutionary tendency
4 I am indignant
5 on condition that
6 I settle

Names

                  (Argives) 
                            (Kimon) 
              (Ithome)
                      (Naupaktos)
                    (the Megarians)
               (Nisaia)
                           (Peloponnese) 

(a)                                             (lines 3–4): why did the Spartans need the help of the Athenians in   
 particular? [4]

(b)                                             (lines 8–10): what does Thucydides tell us in this section about the 
attitude of the Spartans to the Athenians? [5]

(c)                        (lines 10–11): what do the Spartans therefore do, and what reason do they give? [2+2]

(d) Explain the grammar of the following (you may use a translation to explain your answer):

 (i)                                        (line 2) [1]

 (ii)                     (line 10). [2]

(e) State the tense of the following verbs:

 (i)                (line 8) [1]

 (ii)                      (line 11). [1]
 
(f)  From what verbs do the following forms come?

 (i)                            (line 1) [1]
 
 (ii)                        (line 4). [1]

(g)  Translate lines 12–22 (                                           ).  [30]
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Do not answer Question 2 if you have already answered Question 1.

Prose Composition

2   Translate this passage into Greek prose.

  Please write your translation on alternate lines. [50]

 You are reminded that marks will be awarded for the style of your translation.

At that time, Dareios was encamped on the plain. Many of his generals 

wanted to advance into the mountains and attack Alexander immediately. 

But a Macedonian exile, Amyntas, whom Dareios greatly honoured, 

thought that this would be very foolish. He told Dareios that Alexander’s 

army was very small, and that he would easily defeat it if they fought on 

the plain. Dareios said that Alexander would not dare to come down from 

the mountains. But Amyntas, who knew the character of Alexander, said to 

him, ‘This, your majesty, you need not fear: attack him and he will wait for 

you; wait and he will attack you, and faster indeed than you wish.’

Names

Dareios 
Alexander 
Macedonian 
Amyntas 
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SECTION B: Prescribed Literature

Answer either Question 3 (Herodotus) or Question 4 (Plato).

3   Read both passages and answer Questions 3(a) and 3(b).

 

Herodotus 8. 61–2

(a) How does Herodotus make this passage lively?

Marks are awarded for the quality of written communication in your answer. [25]
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Herodotus 8. 98–9

(b) How does Herodotus maintain the reader’s interest in this passage?

Marks are awarded for the quality of written communication in your answer. [25]
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Do not answer Question 4 if you have already answered Question 3.

4   Read both passages and answer Questions 4(a) and 4(b).

 

Plato Protagoras 320c8–321b2 

(a) In what ways is this opening section of Protagoras’ speech striking and interesting?

Marks are awarded for the quality of written communication in your answer. [25]

5

10

15

20



9

F374 Jun15© OCR 2015

 

 Plato Protagoras 323c3–324a3 

(b)  What is Protagoras arguing here, and how does the language help to clarify and reinforce 
his argument? 

Marks are awarded for the quality of written communication in your answer. [25]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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