Support Material

GCE Classics

OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Classics: H038

Unit CC2 (Entry Code F382): Homer's Odyssey and Society
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE specification in Classics for teaching from September 2008.
Contents

2Contents


3Introduction


5Classical Civilisation H041: Homer’s Odyssey and Society F382


10Sample Lesson Plan: Classical Civilisation H041


12Other forms of Support




Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers
· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Classics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plan for Classics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos
All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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Odysseus the Hero
	· To start the class thinking about the concept of a hero, show a short extract from a film of a well known hero (James Bond, Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter etc.) and get pupils to list all the traits which make the character heroic.

· Then consider Odysseus – how far does he deviate from the concept of a modern hero?  Is the Homeric hero more of a hero than the modern day one?

· Distribute two separate sheets with all of Odysseus’ character traits evenly split between the two sheets. Divide the group into two and in timed conditions, each group is to add a quotation or reference to the epic which refers to a character trait.  When time is up, swap sheets and repeat process until one group runs out of relevant references.
· Photocopy sheets for all and provide an overview of Odysseus’ character, highlighting his positive and negative traits, noting differences between ancient and modern attitudes.

· Homework: Research the meaning of the following terms – kleos, oikos, nostos, dolos, xenia, polymetis etc.
	· DVD or video of James Bond/Lord of the Rings etc.

· Homer Odessey.
· Character trait sheets.
· Odysseus’ character sheet.

	· Make sure relevant section is cued up before lesson.

· Time lesson carefully to ensure it maintains its momentum.



	Odysseus the Leader
	· See sample lesson plan.
	
	

	Role and Importance of the main gods
	· Provide a photocopy with all the important quotations relating to Zeus, Athene, Poseidon and Hermes in Books 5-12.

· Pupils cut out and sort into characters and decide in groups what each quotation tells us about the character of the gods.

· Discuss findings and then stick down relevant quotations under agreed headings.

· As a debate, split the group and discuss how important a role the gods play in Books 5-12.  Points to include might be Fate, xenia, Athene’s intervention or lack of it etc.

· Pull together ideas at end and pupils to make notes.
	· Homer Odyssey.
· Make sure relevant quotation sheets are prepared before the lesson.
	· It is worth giving the class as many references as possible from the epic – it will ensure their written work has a sufficient depth of detail.

· Ensure the class has the necessary number of glue sticks and scissors.

	Position and role of women in Homeric society
	· Pupils to spend a short time researching on the internet what       sort of qualities made up an ideal woman in ancient society.

· Report back and pull together ideas and pupils to make notes.

· Each group to research one of the female characters featured in Books 5-12 and draw up a character sketch, listing their positive traits on one side and their negative ones on the other.  Also consider how far they conform to the ideal woman.  Type up sketches and report back to the group. (Possible homework activity).

· Discuss how important a role women play in the relevant books – which one is the most important? Is Odysseus too dependent on women?  Whom do they admire the most?  Are they more of a help or a hindrance? 

· Students make notes after discussion.
	· Homer Odyssey.
· Characters for research might include Nausicaa, Arete, Calypso, Circe etc.
· Room in which to use the data projector. Have each question listed and add student’s ideas which will help their note making.
	· Ensure the computer room is booked.

· Limit the time pupils have for their research so as to ensure focus in their research.

	Hospitality 
	· Highlight importance of xenia in Homeric society.
· Draw a flow diagram of the correct xenia sequence.
· Brainstorm examples of xenia in Books 5-12.
· Sort examples into two categories where the sequence was observed correctly and incorrectly.
· Consider the consequences of following the xenia code – are transgressors always punished? Did the Phaeacians deserve their punishment etc?

· Make notes.
· To consolidate knowledge, have the group create two sets of cards – one with the example of xenia and the other with what happened subsequently.

· Match them up by playing either pairs or snap.
	· Homer Odyssey.
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	Fantasy
	· Using ‘show me’ cards, each pupil is to reveal their favourite fantastical episode in Books 5-12 and give two reasons why it appealed.

· Collate episodes on one side of the board (and add missing ones) and reasons on the other.

· Teacher to collate these reasons and provide an overview of what fantasy brings to the epic.

· To consolidate learning, in groups design, make and play a game of Top Trumps made up of the fantasy creatures and lands.  Each card will need an illustration of the fantasy element it describes and a rating out of 10 for the following categories – intelligence, strength, excitement, importance to plot, and threat to Odysseus. Pupils will need to decide on the ratings for each category and by doing so, will provide a useful stimulus for discussion and reinforcing knowledge of the text as will quickly playing the game of trumps at the end of the lesson.
	· Homer’s Odyssey. Introduction to Penguin translation p39-41.
· Episodes might include Polyphemus, Laestrygonians, Sirens etc.


	· Try to get beyond that it is exciting – why is it exciting?  How do they enhance Odysseus’ standing as a hero?

· Teacher might change these categories or add more.

	Homer the Storyteller
	· Teacher to talk about the oral tradition with pupils making notes.

· List a range of literary devices which are often found in the epic, explain what they are and what they add to the narrative.
· Using a relevant passage, pupils use highlighters to pick out what makes a passage exciting and discuss findings with their neighbour, focussing on trying to explain why it makes the passage exciting.

· Invite each group to share several ideas with the rest of the class.
	· Homer’Odyssey.

	· Might be worth producing a handout of terms which pupils can refer to at all times.
· Choose an especially vivid passage or use a relevant question from the specimen paper.




Sample Lesson Plan: Classical Civilisation H041

Homer’s Odyssey and Society F382

An examination of Odysseus’ skills as a leader of his men

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	To explore Odysseus’ relationship with his men.

	Objective 2
	To distinguish Odysseus’ strengths and weaknesses as a leader.

	Objective 3
	To evaluate how far Odysseus was responsible for his men’s downfall.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· It is assumed that pupils will have read Books 9-12 of the Odyssey prior to this lesson.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	· Warm up activity to introduce the relevant episodes relating to Odysseus’ skills as a leader (eg Circe, Polyphemus, Sirens, Hyperion’s cattle, Laestrygonians etc.)  

· The teacher will need to have written each of the chosen episodes on a separate card.

· Pupils randomly select a card and recount what happens in this episode to the rest of the class for 45 seconds with no hesitation, deviation or repetition.

· Reward pupils who complete this task with a good level of recall of the episode.

· Stick each of the cards on the board to give focus to the rest of the lesson.

	5 minutes
	Introduce the main activity of the lesson – a mock trial of Odysseus to investigate how far he was responsible for his men’s deaths and by doing so, exploring his strengths and weaknesses as a leader.

· Divide the class up into groups.  There will need to be a Prosecution and a Defence.  If numbers permit, there is room to include Odysseus himself (as part of the defence), some of his men (as part of the prosecution) and other witnesses, eg Circe, Polyphemus etc.  The teacher will probably want to be the impartial judge of the court case.  In allocating groups, there is plenty of scope to arrange them according to a mixture of abilities or personalities.

· Using the episodes on the board, the Defence and Prosecution need to prepare a typed up speech (printed out with enough copies for the whole of the group) with as many direct references to the Odyssey as possible, either defending or charging Odysseus’ conduct in leading his men and assessing his responsibility for their demise and whether he is guilty or not.

	25 minutes
	Complete the above either in classroom or make use of ICT.

	10 minutes
	· Give each side five minutes to present either their prosecution or defence.  (Allow longer if the examination of Odysseus and other witnesses is taking place.)  

· Each side must listen to the other side (and it is up to the judge to maintain order) and note down any points they might want to address and argue against in their summing up. (This should also help to maintain order.) 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Each group to sum up their case in two minutes and summarise why Odysseus is guilty or not.

	5 minutes
	Judge to pronounce verdict and then to explain why this decision has been reached.  It would be beneficial for the class to make notes at this point.

	5 minutes
	Distribute handouts made by the defence and prosecution.  Using these and the judge’s explanation, set an essay entitled ‘How successful a leader do you think Odysseus was of his men?’ for homework.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specifications effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit http://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at http://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Classics.
Oxford University Press is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Classics for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008 (AS) and Spring 2009 (A2):
Andeson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR AS Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2008) 

ISBN: 9780199126620

Anderson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR A2 Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2009) 

ISBN: 9780199126637

Morgan, J. OCR AS Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199126606

Morgan, J. OCR A2 Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199126613

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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