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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers
· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Classics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plan for Classics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  

Our Ethos
All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.

Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.

A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Classical Civilisation H441: Comic Drama in the Ancient World F389

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Wasps of Aristophanes

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The play as performance
	· Students to skim read the play before first lesson. Then in class a speedy, uninterrupted reading of the entire play (possibly at this stage skipping the parabasis).
	· Aristophanes Wasps.


	

	Analysis of forms of humour in the play: slapstick
	· Teacher to select one of the more ‘slapstick’ scenes (eg Procleon’s return from the symposium and his interaction with the flute girl, Anticleon, the baking woman and the citizen). Students in pairs analyse the types of humour and the characterisation of father and son.
	· Cartledge P. Aristophanes and his Theatre of the Absurd , 2007, Bristol Classical Press.

· Dover K. Aristophanic Comedy, 1972, University of California Press.

· MacDowell D. Aristophanes and Athens, 1995, Oxford University Press. 

· www.clas.canterbury.ac.nz/nzact/aristmain.htm provides summaries, worksheets, exercises and links to Roman Comedy sites.

· http://chss.montclair.edu.classics/WASPSNTS.html has a useful summary of the play.
	· All the suggested resources are suitable for student use.

	Analysis of forms of humour in the play: visual and physical
	· How effective in visual terms would the escape scene have been? Would it have been difficult to stage? Whole class discussion.
	
	· Assuming some work has already been done on performance/theatres etc in ancient Athens.

	Political background to the play and political humour
	· Analysis of pages 40-42 to show how political references are interwoven with comedy. Teacher gives brief outline of Athenian court procedure and then students (possibly as homework) read Xanthias’ long speech (pages 42-44) and make notes on how Aristophanes uses exaggeration in his portrayal of the obsessed juror. 

· Students might like to consider some sort of similar modern-day obsession and write a parallel speech.
	
	· Page references here are to the Penguin translation by David Barrett.
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	· Teacher leads detailed exploration of the debate (agon) about the power of the jurors, with written notes to be handed out summarising the arguments.
	
	· It is important that students have a reasonable understanding of this argument as evidence from it is essential in answering any sort of question on the ‘message’ from this play.

	
	· Students in groups discuss the dog trial as a parody of a real trial. The more extrovert students might well enjoy acting this scene.
	· Possibly worth videoing for revision purposes.

MacDowell D. Aristophanes and Athens, 1995, Oxford University Press, is very detailed on this scene.
	· Teacher should ensure that the political satire (Labes/Laches/Cleon) is understood.
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Social background to the play and social humour
	· Act 2. If possible start with a short extract from an episode of Steptoe and Son, where Harold is trying to ‘educate’ his father. Students to read the ‘conversion’ scene (pages 80-85) and find comparisons. 
· A ‘stretch and challenge’ exercise here might be to analyse similarities and differences between this scene and the last scene           in Menander’s play.  
	· Steptoe and Son available on BBC DVD, sale or rental.
	· This is useful for questions on modern parallels to Greek/Roman comedy.

	Structure of the play: role of the Chorus
	· One student to give short presentation on pages 47-52, exploring the image of the men of yesterday and their comic portrayal. Is there any evidence that Aristophanes sympathises with them?
	
	· Probably worth linking this with the parabasis (pages 78-79).

· There is a chance here for students to research on the internet the appearance of comic choruses and actors.

	Structure of the play: exodus
	· Students discuss how effective the exodos (pages 92-94) is as an ending to the play.

· Before the examination attention should be paid to the typical structure of a play by Aristophanes. This could take the form of a timed essay.
	· Cartledge P. Aristophanes and his Theatre of the Absurd , 2007, Bristol Classical Press.

· Dover K. Aristophanic Comedy, 1972, University of California Press.
	

	Consolidation and exam practise
	· Students take the roles of the two protagonists and justify their actions in the play. The others decide who has been more convincing and used more evidence from the play.
	
	· Analysis of humour on a selected passage or a comparison between plays. 


Sample Lesson Plan: Classical Civilisation H441 Comic Drama in the Ancient World F389

Wasps: an analysis of the humour of the post-symposium scene (Penguin translation pages 86-90)
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.
Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the interactions in the scene and relate them to earlier knowledge of the likely behaviour patterns of Procleon and Anticleon.

	Objective 2
	Students to show some appreciation of Aristophanes’ techniques for creating humour.

	Objective 3
	Students to draw parallels and make distinctions between the ancient world and the present day.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Quick questions to ensure that students remember what Procleon is supposed to have learnt in his preparation for his symposium visit.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm-up. What has Procleon learnt about symposium etiquette? How has Aristophanes made his education humorous?

	10 minutes
	One student to read out Xanthias’ speech on page 86. Then a short discussion on 

· its humour;

· what it begins to show about the ‘new’ Procleon;

· why it is narrated rather than acted out.

	20 minutes
	Teacher gives students a written list of the following aspects of comedy and asks them to find examples from pages 87-90:

· insult;

· innuendo; 

· slapstick;

· misunderstanding;

· puns;

· satire on named individuals.

	10 minutes
	Feedback on the above. Students to take account of others’ suggestions in their notes and consider which aspects dominate in this scene.

	10 minutes
	Teacher analyses the portrayal of Anticleon in this scene, linking it with his portrayal earlier in the play.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Students asked which items in the scene would most likely (a) please and (b) displease a modern audience.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specifications effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training

Get Ready…introducing the new specifications

A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities

Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit http://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at http://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Classics.
Oxford University Press is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Classics for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008 (AS) and Spring 2009 (A2):
Anderson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR AS Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2008) 

ISBN: 9780199126620

Anderson, T, Morwood, J, and Radice, K. OCR A2 Latin OxBox CD-ROM (2009) 

ISBN: 9780199126637

Morgan, J. OCR AS Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199126606

Morgan, J. OCR A2 Classical Civilisation OxBox CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199126613

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.











































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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