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Answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.

Section A: Commentary Questions

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.

Marks are awarded in parts (b) and (c) of Questions 1 and 2 for the quality of written 
communication in your answer.

1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

We were very much obliged to him for this favour; and when we did enter the dining-
room, that same slave whose cause we had pleaded ran up to us and, to our utter 
confusion, covered us with kisses and thanked us for our kindness.
 ‘And what’s more,’ he said, ‘you’ll know right away who it is you have been so 
kind to. “The master’s wine is the waiter’s gift.”  ’
 Finally we took our places. Boys from Alexandria poured iced water over our 
hands. Others followed them and attended to our feet, removing any hangnails with 
great skill. But they were not quiet even during this troublesome operation: they sang 
away at their work. I wanted to find out if the whole staff were singers, so I asked for 
a drink. In a flash a boy was there, singing in a shrill voice while he attended to me 
– and anyone else who was asked for something did the same. It was more like a 
musical comedy than a respectable dinner party. 
 Some extremely elegant hors d’oeuvres were served at this point – by now 
everyone had taken his place with the exception of Trimalchio, for whom, strangely 
enough, the place at the top was reserved. The dishes for the first course included 
an ass of Corinthian bronze with two panniers, white olives on one side and black 
on the other. Over the ass were two pieces of plate, with Trimalchio’s name and the 
weight of the silver inscribed on the rims. There were some small iron frames shaped 
like bridges supporting dormice sprinkled with honey and poppy seed. There were 
steaming hot sausages too, on a silver gridiron with damsons and pomegranate 
seeds underneath. 

Petronius, Dinner with Trimalchio 31

 (a) ‘the whole staff were singers’ (line 9): briefly describe the other types of entertainment 
provided at Trimalchio’s dinner party. [10]

 (b) How does Petronius make this passage a vivid piece of narrative? In your answer you should 
refer to Petronius’ use of language. [20]

 (c) In your opinion, why were food and dinner parties such a popular topic for Roman satirists? 
Your answer should include discussion of Petronius’ Dinner with Trimalchio and the work of 
Horace and Juvenal. [25]
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Do not answer this question if you have already answered Question 1.

Marks are awarded in parts (b) and (c) of Questions 1 and 2 for the quality of written 
communication in your answer.

2 Read the passage and answer the questions.

14 To Publius (?) Acilius 

This horrible affair demands more publicity than a letter – Larcius Macedo, a senator 
and ex-praetor, has fallen a victim to his own slaves. Admittedly he was a cruel and 
overbearing master, too ready to forget that his father had been a slave, or perhaps 
too keenly conscious of it. He was taking a bath in his house at Formiae when 
suddenly he found himself surrounded; one slave seized him by the throat while the 
others struck his face and hit him in the chest and stomach and –  shocking to say 
– in his private parts. When they thought he was dead they threw him on to the hot 
pavement, to make sure he was not still alive. Whether unconscious or feigning to 
be so, he lay there motionless, thus making them believe that he was quite dead. 
Only then was he carried out, as if he had fainted with the heat, and re ceived by his 
slaves who had remained faithful, while his concubines ran up, screaming frantically. 
Roused by their cries and revived by the cooler air he opened his eyes and made 
some movement to show that he was alive, it being now safe to do so. The guilty 
slaves fled, but most of them have been arrested and a search is being made for 
the others. Macedo was brought back to life with difficulty, but only for a few days; at 
least he died with the satisfaction of having revenged himself, for he lived to see the 
same punishment meted out as for murder. There you see the dangers, outrages, 
and insults to which we are exposed. No master can feel safe because he is kind and 
considerate; for it is their brutality, not their reasoning capacity, which leads slaves to 
murder masters.

Pliny, Letters 3.14
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 (a) Explain how people became slaves in Roman society and describe how and why they might 
have been made free. [10]

 (b) How does Pliny show his horror at the event described in the passage? In your answer you 
should refer to Pliny’s use of language. [20]

 (c) ‘Pliny is more interested in himself than in the characters he describes.’ To what extent do you 
agree with this statement? In your answer you should refer to this letter and other letters of 
Pliny which you have read. [25]

[Section A Total: 55]
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Section B: Essays

Answer one question.

Start your answer on a new page.

Marks are awarded for the quality of written communication in your answer.

3 ‘Roman writers never seemed to respect their emperors.’ To what extent do you agree with this 
statement?

 In your answer, you should:
 •  include discussion of specific emperors;
 •  analyse different writers’ attitudes towards emperors;
 •  use evidence from your knowledge of Roman society and your study of at least two of 
  Horace, Petronius, Juvenal and Pliny. [45]

4 Would you rather have been a Stoic or an Epicurean in Roman society?

 In your answer, you should:
 •  include an explanation of both Stoicism and Epicureanism;
 •  compare the two philosophies;
 •  use evidence from your knowledge of Roman society and your study of Horace
  and Pliny. [45]

5 How far do you agree that cruelty in Roman satire is essential for its success?

 In your answer, you should:
 •  include an analysis of how important cruelty is to the success of Roman satire;
 •  consider a range of themes found in Roman satire;
 •  use evidence from the work of at least two of Horace, Petronius and Juvenal. [45]

[Section B Total: 45] 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


