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Section A

Answer one question from this section.

A1 Read one of the following translations and answer the questions at the end.

SOPHOCLES, Oedipus the King 354-375 (R. Fagles; Penguin)

(a) Why did Oedipus send for Tiresias? What have they said to each other before this passage
opens? [10]

(b) How does Sophocles make this passage dramatic? In your answer you should include
]51[.rehto hcae ot klat sretcarahc eht syaw eht fo noissucsid

(c) Using this passage as a starting point, explain how important prophecy is in the play. In your
answer you should include discussion of the e�ects of prophecy on the characters and how
they behave.  [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]

Oedipus: You, shameless- aren’t...

...can never touch me

An extract has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Oedipus the King
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: R. Fagles
ISBN-10: 0140444254

ISBN-13: 978-0140444254
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SOPHOCLES, Oedipus the King 354-375 (D. Grene; University of Chicago)

(a) Why did Oedipus send for Teiresias? What have they said to each other before this passage
opens? [10]

(b) How does Sophocles make this passage dramatic? In your answer you should include
]51[.rehto hcae ot klat sretcarahc eht syaw eht fo noissucsid

(c) Using this passage as a starting point, explain how important prophecy is in the play. In your
answer you should include discussion of the e�ects of prophecy on the characters and how
they behave.  [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]

Oedipus: How shamelessly you...

...who sees the light

An extract has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Oedipus the King
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: D. Grene
ISBN-10: 0226307921

ISBN-13: 978-0226307923
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A2 Read one of the following translations and answer the questions at the end.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 1450-1474 (E. F. Watling; Penguin)

(a) Who are the ‘messengers’ (line 1) and what news have they brought? [10]

(b) Analyse the use of dramatic irony in this passage. How e�ective do you �nd it? [15]

(c) How does Sophocles portray Electra in this passage? How far is this typical of the way she is
]02[?yalp eht ni erehwesle deyartrop

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]

Aegisthus: Where are the...

...Not far to seek

An extract has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details:

Title: Electra
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: E. F. Watling
ISBN-10: 0140440283

ISBN-13: 978-0140440287
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SOPHOCLES, Electra 1450-1474 (D. Grene; University of Chicago)

(a) Who are the ‘strangers’ (line 1) and what news have they brought? [10]

(b) Analyse the use of dramatic irony in this passage. How e�ective do you �nd it? [15]

(c) How does Sophocles portray Electra in this passage? How far is this typical of the way she is
]02[?yalp eht ni erehwesle deyartrop

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]

Aegisthus: Where are the...

...need not look elsewhere

An extract of text has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Details: 

Title: Electra
Author: Sophocles

Translated by: D. Grene
ISBN-10: 0394603133

ISBN-13: 978-0394603131
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Section B

Answer one question from this section.

B3 ‘Clytemnestra arouses pity, admiration and anger.’ Which of these emotions do you think an
audience would feel most strongly while watching a performance of Aeschylus’ Agamemnon?  In
your answer you should include discussion of what Clytemnestra says and does during the play.

[50]

B4 Who do you think is portrayed as the better king, Agamemnon or Oedipus? In your answer you
should include discussion of the ways they rule and the opinions their people have of them. [50]



7

2740 Jun06

BLANK PAGE



8

2740 Jun06

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every reasonable
e�ort has been made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the publisher will be
pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.


