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Section A

Answer one question from this section.

A1 Read one of the following translations and answer the questions at the end.

Clytaemnestra: | endured it...

d 2

..do whatever Fate require

AESCHYLUS, Agamemnon 886-907 (R. Fagles; Penguin)
(@) Describe the events leading up to Clytaemnestra’s  speech since the arrival of the Herald. [10]

(b) Analyse in detail Aeschylus’ use of dramatic irony in this passage. How effective do you feel it
is? [15]

(c) What is Clytaemnestra’s attitude to Agamemnon in this passage? How consistent is this with
her attitude towards him elsewhere in the play? In your answer, you should include discussion

of how sincere her greeting is and why she greets him in this way. [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]
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(a)
(b)

(@)

Clytaemestra: Now all my...

..aright what fate ordained 20
AESCHYLUS, Agamemnon 895-913 (R. Lattimore; University of Chicago Press)
Describe the events leading up to Clytaemestra’s  speech since the arrival of the Herald.  [10]

Analyse in detail Aeschylus’ use of dramatic irony in this passage. How effective do you feel it
is? [15]

What is Clytaemestra’s attitude to Agamemnon in this passage? How consistent is this with
her attitude towards him elsewhere in the play? In your answer, you should include discussion

of how sincere her greeting is and why she greets him in this way. [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]
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A2 Read one of the following translations and answer the questions at the end.

Electra: Go, then, go...

...me for my warning
SOPHOCLES,  Electra 1032-61 (E. F. Watling; Penguin)
(@) What has Chrysothemis just told Electra? What was Electra’s reply? [10]

(b) How does Sophocles make this passage dramatically effective? In your answer, you should
include discussion of the language and imagery used. [15]

() How do Electra and Chrysothemis behave in this passage? How typical is this of their

behaviour and relationship elsewhere in the play? In your answer, you should consider their
opinions and the way they react to each other. [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]
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Electra: Go and tell...

..with what | said 25

SOPHOCLES,  Electra 1033-57 (D. Grene; University of Chicago Press)
(@) What has Chrysothemis just told Electra? What was Electra’s reply? [10]

(b) How does Sophocles make this passage dramatically effective? In your answer, you should
include discussion of the language and imagery used. [15]

() How do Electra and Chrysothemis behave in this passage? How typical is this of their
behaviour and relationship elsewhere in the play? In your answer, you should consider their

opinions and the way they react to each other. [20]

[Quality of Written Communication: 5 marks]
[Total: 50 marks]

2740 Jan05 [Tu rn over



6
Section B
Answer one question from this section.
B3 How far would you agree that Sophocles’ Oedipus the King is nothing more than a detective

story? In your answer, you should consider events in the play and the themes which Sophocles
explores. [50]

B4 Who do you think is more justified in the revenge they take, Clytemnestra (in Aeschylus’
Agamemnon), or Electra and Orestes (in Sophocles’ Electra)? In your answer, you should include
discussion of the motives for their actions and the arguments they use. [50]
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