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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 31 series overview

This topic is a new one to the A Level Classical Civilisation specification. It has proven to be a very
popular topic with both teachers and candidates. There were some really impressive answers,
especially on the high tariff questions, where candidates were able to employ the prescribed sources,
material studied in other components, secondary sources and scholarship to good effect. There were
different approaches to tackling the paper; generally, it was felt that those who were the most successful
were those who tackled the questions in numerical order. Some of those who did the questions in a
different order forgot to go back and make sure that every question had been answered. Timing was also
an issue for some candidates.

//H\\ AfL Candidates should be encouraged to time their answers very carefully to
( O make sure that they allow sufficient time to answer the high tariff questions.
\ Vit
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Section A overview

Candidates generally had a good knowledge and understanding of the cult of Eleusis, the Panathenaia
and the importance of Greek sanctuaries. The knowledge was not always employed in the most useful
manner to address the questions, especially the evaluative elements.

Question 1

Source A: Red-figure plaque depicting the cult of Eleusis

1 Name two goddesses depicted on the plaque in Source A. [2]

Most candidates were able to identify the two goddesses as Demeter and Persephone or Kore. A few
identified the goddesses and Juno, Minerva and Dionysus.

Question 2

2 Evaluate how useful the plague in Source A is as a source of information about the Eleusinian
Mysteries. [10]

Most candidates were able to say something useful about one or more of the following points: the party
atmosphere, the depiction of men and women, the procession and the torches. Some answers focused
a little too much on what is not depicted. Not all candidates seemed comfortable with the interpretation or
reading of a visual source and there was much description — either of the plague itself or what took place
in the Eleusinian Mysteries — without making it specific to the question posed and reference to precise
aspects of the plague. There was some good use of technical terms, but sometimes hierophant,
dadouchos, myst and mystagogue were confused. There were quite a few references to the ‘Eleusinian
Fields’ in the underworld and the plaque often became the plague.
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Exemplar 1
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This answer makes too many generalisations without getting down to specific evidence from the plaque. ‘

Exemplar 2
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This answer gets straight to the point by selecting a piece of evidence from the plague and making a
comment relevant to the question.

AfL Candidates should answer the question directly and not waste time writing
lengthy introductions.

Candidates should be encouraged to stay focused on the evaluative element
of the question.
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Question 3

Each year, worshippers proceeded along the Panathenaic Way and ended their procession on
the Athenian Acropolis.

3 Name three buildings on the Athenian Acropolis. [3]

While many candidates could identify two buildings on the Athenian Acropolis, most found it difficult to
name a third building. Some struggled to understand what was meant by the term ‘building’, with a
number giving the statues of Athena Parthenos and Athena Promachos as their answer. Buildings from
the sanctuaries of Delphi and Olympia were also much in evidence.

Question 4

4  Explain why the Panathenaia was important to Athenians. [10]

While many candidates showed good understanding of a range of reasons as to why the Panathenaic
festival might have been important to the Athenians, there was a tendency to veer away from the
question. In such cases, answers tended to discuss how we can tell it was important to the Athenians,
or indeed just describing the festival, the making of Athena’s peplos and various competitions at the
festival.

A significant minority misunderstood the term ‘Panathenaia’ and thought that it referred to the Acropolis
or the Parthenon and answered as though it were a physical place. There was some excellent use of
scholars in this question, but it was not required.
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Exemplar 3
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This response takes too long to make a relevant point. The answer is too general — mentioning gods
rather than Athena — and states that the festival is Pan-Hellenic.
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Exemplar 4
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This is a very efficient response which makes a point and then explains the relevance of it to the

qguestion. Many answers to Question 4 were very long — often at the expense of one of the higher tariff
guestions.

Q Misconception | The Panathenaea was often regarded as a Pan-Hellenic.
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Question 5

5% ‘The only function of Greek sanctuaries was to provide a space for public worship.” Discuss to
what extent you think this is true. You may use your knowledge of the Athenian Acropolis as a
starting point in your answer. [20]

This was a broad question which allowed for a variety of approaches and the length and detail were, in
many cases, equal to or more than the 30-mark essay question, which may have had implications for
timing.

There was some impressive use of supporting classical evidence from a wide variety of source
(archaeology, art, literature, inscriptions, artefacts etc.) and the best answers used these consistently.
Those who discussed Eleusis, Epidaurus and Dodona tended to appreciate the more personal aspects
of worship which could be experienced at these sites.

Some responses applied quite a limited description to events and were quick to categorise aspects of
the sanctuaries as one thing only — e.g. sporting, entertainment, religious, political, propaganda. So, the
dramatic festivals in Athens were regarded as being for entertainment and the athletic contests at
Olympia were used as evidence that it was a site of competition and sport and, therefore, these were not
religious sites. Better answers appreciated the multi-faceted nature of the different sanctuary sites.
Lengthy descriptions of buildings at the three prescribed sanctuaries scored well under AO1, but not
under AO2. Several answers focused on the Athenian Acropolis alone and limited the material available
and the subsequent evaluation.
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Exemplar 5
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This response has a clear structure. Using the Athenian Acropolis as a starting point, the answer refers
to the Athena Parthenos statue, with reference to Pausanias, to highlight the religious nature of the
sanctuary. The answer deals with other areas of the Acropolis before moving on to other sanctuaries.
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AfL Candidates should read the question carefully. Where a question advises
that a source may be used as a starting point, this means that they should
include material beyond the source.

Candidates should be aware that the structure and clarity of their response
are considered in questions with an *.
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Section B overview

Question 6 [59%] was more popular than Question 7 [41%], but the latter tended to be marginally better
answered. Most candidates would have benefited from using more examples from literature, the
prescribed sources and material culture to back up their points in the essay questions. There were very
few essays where candidates did not make use of scholarship in their argument. On occasion,
quotations from scholars were used at the beginning of every paragraph, hindering the flow of the
argument and making rather a bitty, almost bullet-style response. The best answers displayed good
understanding of the subject and personal and perceptive critical thinking.

Misconception | Greeks and Athenians were often used interchangeably.

Women were often referred to as citizens. Examiners, however, felt that this
was a candidate’s way of distinguishing free-born women from female
slaves.

Some responses stated that the priestess of Athena Polias was the most
important priestess for Greeks.

Question 6

6* ‘The Greeks worshipped their gods and goddesses out of fear of what would happen if they did
not do this.” Explain how far you think this is true. Justify your response. [30]

This essay was approached in a variety of ways with some very perceptive ideas evident. There was
good discussion on the distinction between fear of divine punishment and fear of state/civic punishment
and many students used this as an opportunity to discuss Socrates and his fate, although not always
very convincingly. Discussion of pre-Socratic philosophers was also interesting, but too often the
different contexts of these philosophers and Socrates was not fully appreciated. Better responses
examined more personal aspects of worship such as the worship of Asclepius at Epidauros and Kos.

Some candidates made effective use of classical sources studied in other components, especially the
Odyssey and the Bacchae. At times, the use of sources such as Hesiod, the Homeric hymns and
sculpture seemed more impressive than the use of classical ideas.
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Exemplar 6
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In the exemplar above the candidate has employed the use of modern scholarship successfully to
support the point being made about religion being deeply embedded in every aspect of life for the
Greeks.
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Question 7

7 ‘Men and women's experience of Greek religion was the same.’ Assess how far you agree with
this statement. Justify your response. [30]

There were many very stimulating and insightful responses to this question, with some interesting
reflections on how religion matches up with broader societal treatment of women and the relative lack of
evidence for women's religious experience.

There were conflicting ideas about whether women could consult the Pythia or attend festivals. The
better answers acknowledged that the evidence was inconclusive about some issues, for instance
attending performances of plays. References to priestesses were good — for example, the priestess of
Athena Nike and the priestess of Hera at Argos. The prescribed sources, especially the Pythia and
sacrifice pots, were used to support the answers in an appropriate way. There was reference to
artefacts beyond the prescription, for example the dedication to Artemis by Nikandre. It was interesting
to note that some candidates made better use of the Ninnion tablet in this question than they did in
Question 2.

While some answers engaged excellently with the views of scholars and gave a considered response in
support/opposition to them, some also used scholars’ views at the expense of expressing an opinion.
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Exemplar 7
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This exemplar shows how a candidate planned the response and included scholars and sources as part
of the plan. This made for a very successful essay. The introduction is short and to the point and helps

the candidate move quickly to the meat of the response.




A Level Classical Civilisation - H408/31 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

AfL Candidates should be encouraged to make a brief plan before beginning to
write the essay.




Supporting you

For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results
services. For full information about the options available visit the OCR website. If university places are
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Review students' exam performance with our free online results analysis tool. Available for GCSE, A Level
and Cambridge Nationals.

It allows you to:

« review and run analysis reports on exam performance

« analyse results at question and/or topic level*

« compare your centre with OCR national averages

. identify trends across the centre

« facilitate effective planning and delivery of courses

« identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle

+ help pinpoint strengths and weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

*To find out which reports are available for a specific subject, please visit ocr.org.uk/administration/
support-and-tools/active-results/

Find out more at ocr.org.uk/activeresults

Training

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in
to an online Q&A session.

Please find details for all our courses on the relevant subject page on our website.

www.ocr.org.uk


http://ocr.org.uk/administration/stage-5-post-results-services/enquiries-about-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/activeresults
https://www.ocr.org.uk/

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR'’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made

to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is
acknowledged as the originator of this work.

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between
published support and the specification, therefore please use the
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between
the specification and a resource please contact us at:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

Whether you already offer OCR quialifications, are new to OCR, or
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding
organisation, you can request more information by completing the
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:
www.ocrorg.uk/expression-of-interest

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications:
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

Looking for a resource?

There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources
for your qualification:

www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

www.ocr.org.uk

OCR Customer Support Centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223 552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored.

© OCR 2019 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office The
Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA. Registered
company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.


mailto:general.qualifications%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

	Examiners’ report template
	Exemplar 1

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper 31 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Exemplar 1
	Exemplar 2

	Question 3
	Question 4
	Exemplar 3
	Exemplar 4

	Question 5
	Exemplar 5


	Section B overview
	Question 6
	Exemplar 6

	Question 7
	Exemplar 7


	H408_31_ER_June19_v3.pdf
	Examiners’ report template
	Exemplar 1

	Contents
	Introduction
	Paper 31 series overview
	Section A overview
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Exemplar 1
	Exemplar 2

	Question 3
	Question 4
	Exemplar 3
	Exemplar 4

	Question 5
	Exemplar 5


	Section B overview
	Question 6
	Exemplar 6

	Question 7
	Exemplar 7




