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SECTION  A 
Question 1 
 
(a) (i) In which province had Verres been the governor? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 
 (ii) For how many years had he served as a governor there? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

   
 
 (iii) Give three examples of Verres’ misbehaviour in his province, according to 

Cicero in Against Verres I. 
   (3 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
   

  Commentary 
 
4 marks out of 5 because there is sufficient accurate recall apart from in (ii). 
 

 (4 marks)
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(b)  In the whole of this speech, how effectively does Cicero highlight the behaviour 
of Verres and his supporters in the build-up to the trial?  Give the reasons for 
your views and support them with details from the speech. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
6 marks out of 10 (low Level 3) because the answer  

• demonstrates some relevant knowledge but omits a considerable amount 
of significant detail 

• attempts an evaluative argument which responds to the exact issue raised 
in the question. 

 (6 marks)
 
(c)  How important for Cicero’s career was the trial of Verres?  Give the reasons for 

your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• problems Cicero faced in advancing his career before the trial of Verres 
and how successful it had been so far 

• Cicero’s relationship with the senate and the equites 
• the political significance of Verres’ trial 
• Cicero’s reputation after the trial.

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
17 marks out of 20 (high Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates a satisfactory range of knowledge but lacks detail in some 

significant places 
• shows understanding of the central issue 
• has a strong evaluative focus and puts forward a convincing argument 

despite some gaps in the supporting detail. 
(17 marks)
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Question 2 
 
(a) (i) From where has Pompey sent Cicero the letter referred to in the passage? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 (ii) What had Pompey achieved there in recent years?  Make two points. 
   (2 marks)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 

 (iii) Cicero probably means Metellus Nepos when he writes ‘someone’ in line 5.  In 
what way had Metellus Nepos behaved towards Cicero and why? 

   (2 marks)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 

  Commentary 
 
2 marks out of 5 because the answer to (i) was accurate and the first ‘dealt with’ 
in (ii) was taken as an acceptable variant for ‘defeated’.  However, the second 
‘dealt with’ in (ii) was not considered a sufficiently precise alternative to 
‘increased’ in the mark scheme and no answer was provided to (iii). 

 (2 marks)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(b)  Judging from the whole of the letter from which the passage comes and from 
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your other knowledge, how close do you think Cicero’s relationship with 
Pompey was down to 62 BC?  Give the reasons for your views. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 

  Commentary 
 
8 marks out of 10 (top Level 3) because the answer 

• demonstrates knowledge and understanding of both the letter and 
previous events but lacks precision and detail at significant points 

• shows some appreciation of the nature of the relationship 
• has an evaluative focus and despite the omissions tries to make some 

sensible judgements. 
 (8 marks)

 
(c)  To what extent do you think Cicero deserved congratulation for his consulship 
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from Pompey and other Romans?  Give the reasons for your views. 
  
You might include discussion of 

• the circumstances in which Cicero was elected to the consulship 
• the reasons for Catiline’s conspiracy and how serious a threat it posed 
• the way Cicero dealt with Catiline’s conspiracy 
• other actions Cicero took during his consulship.

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
13 marks out of 20 (top Level 3) because the answer 
• displays a range of knowledge but includes some irrelevance and tends to be 

superficial with the omission of some significant detail 
• shows some understanding of Cicero’s political position, principles and aims 
• attempts an evaluative argument that responds to the question but does not 

put forward sufficient accurate knowledge to make it wholly convincing. 
 (13 marks)

 
SECTION  B 

 
Question 3 
 
What do you find to praise and what do you find to criticise in Cicero’s career between 61 
and 50 BC?  Give the reasons for your views. 
 

You might include discussion of 
• how consistently Cicero held to his political principles and how far he was able to 

achieve them 
• the difficulties Cicero faced 
• Cicero’s attitude towards the first triumvirate 
• the reasons for his exile 
• the reasons for the conference at Luca and its consequences for Cicero and the 

republic 
• Cicero’s activities between 55 and 51 BC 
• his governorship of Cilicia. 

 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 

 
29 marks out of 30 (high Level 5) because the answer 
• demonstrates generally sound knowledge and understanding across the 

period of the question, despite some omission of detail in places 
• has some strong sections of analysis, including the opening which sets out 

the context in which judgements on Cicero’s achievements should be made, 
although the comments on the sources towards the end are less germane to 
the argument 

• sustains an evaluative focus throughout, is well in control of the material and 
makes judgements which, though sometimes slightly simplistic, frequently 
suggest a pleasing level of understanding and insight. 

 (29 marks)
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Question 4 
 
How effective a part did Cicero play in Roman politics from the outbreak of the Civil War in 
49 BC to his death in 43 BC?  Give the reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• Cicero’s aims and the problems he faced in achieving them 
• his relationship with Pompey and Caesar at the start of the Civil War 
• Cicero’s record during the Civil War 
• his attitudes towards Caesar’s powers and policies after the Civil War 
• Cicero’s opinions about Caesar’s death and the conspirators 
• his attitude towards Antony and Octavian and his actions after September 44 BC, 

including his letter to Plancus in March 43 BC. 
 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
16 marks out of 30 (mid Level 3) because the answer 
• demonstrates a range of relevant knowledge from across the period of the 

question but reveals some significant errors and tends throughout to lack 
precision and detail 

• shows some understanding of Cicero’s aims as a politician 
• makes some attempt, at a rather superficial level, to evaluate Cicero’s 

effectiveness. 
 (16 marks)

 




