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SECTION  A 
Question 1 
 
(a) (i) What type of plays did Euripides write? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 

 
 (ii) What accusation have the women made against Euripides? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

   
 
 
 (iii) How do the women intend to punish Euripides? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

   
 
 
 (iv) What happens to Mnesilochus after this speech?  Make two points. 
   (2 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

   
 
 

  Commentary 
 
4 marks out of 5 because the answer to (iii) is not sufficiently precise, despite a 
good level of accuracy elsewhere. 

 (4 marks)
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(b)  What techniques does Aristophanes use to make the passage funny?  You 

should take into account the circumstances in which Mnesilochus is speaking 
as well as what he says. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 

 
 

  Commentary 
 
8 marks out of 10 (top Level 3) because the answer makes a range of relevant 
observations about the passage but does not consistently provide enough detail 
to support and explain the comments. 

 (8 marks)
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(c)  How important for an Athenian husband was the birth of a child?  Give the 

reasons for your views.  
 
You might include discussion of 

• the purposes of an Athenian marriage 
• Euphiletus’ defence speech 
• the speech about Neaera and her alleged daughter Phano 
• the speech about the marriage of Ciron’s daughter 
• Ischomachus’ conversation with Socrates. 

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
14 marks out of 20 (bottom Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates just sufficient knowledge to support each side of the argument 

but omits a considerable amount of relevant detail from the prescribed 
sources 

• shows sound understanding of the social context and purpose of Athenian 
marriages, although the points made are not consistently supported by 
evidence from the sources 

• has a clear shape to the argument, which is sensible and balanced if rather 
sketchy 

• understands the significant point that Ischomachus’ emphasis in a discussion 
about the contribution of a well-trained wife to a man’s reputation for 
excellence is different from the concern with legitimacy which is central to 
lawsuits involving women. 

(14 marks)
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Question 2 
 
(a) (i) Describe the circumstances in which Tiberius chose to die on behalf of 

Cornelia.  Make three points. 
   (3 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 

 
 (ii) What political office did Cornelia’s sons Tiberius and Gaius hold? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 

 
 (iii) What happened to both Tiberius and Gaius? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 
 

  Commentary 
 
4 marks out of 5 because all the answers except (ii) show accurate recall of the 
required information. 

 (4 marks)
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(b)  ‘Cornelia was remembered for her qualities as a mother rather than for anything 
else.’  How far do you agree with this statement?  Give the reasons for your 
views. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 

 
 

  Commentary 
 
9 marks out of 10 (lower Level 4) because the answer 
• includes a range of knowledge, although it sometimes lacks precision and 

there are omissions 
• is argumentative in form and makes generally sensible comments which show 

sufficient understanding. 
(9 marks)
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(c)  In his History, to what extent does Livy portray women as individuals and to 
what extent does he treat them as examples of good or bad behaviour?  Give 
the reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• the Sabine women 
• Lucretia 
• Cloelia 
• the speeches of Cato and Valerius in the debate on the repeal of the Oppian 

Law. 
   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
20 marks out of 20 (top Level 5) because the answer 
• demonstrates well chosen accurate knowledge of all the relevant examples 
• shows sound understanding of the nature of Livy’s writing 
• sustains full control over the argument, which has a clear structure, 

consistently uses detail to address the central concerns of the question and 
reaches informed, sensible judgements. 

 (20 marks)
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SECTION  B 
 
Question 3 
 
To what extent does the Roman poet Juvenal portray women in a similar way to the 
Athenian playwright Aristophanes and to what extent are there differences in their 
treatment of women?  Give the reasons for your views.     
 

You might include discussion of 
• the purposes of Aristophanes and Juvenal in writing 
• how far each relies on stereotypes 
• how far each reflects men’s prejudices and anxieties 
• the techniques Aristophanes and Juvenal use.

 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
24 marks out of 30 (mid Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates just enough knowledge of the two texts and their contexts, 

including occasional detail, although much is omitted or left implied 
• is clearly focused on the central issue raised by the question and, although 

several ideas are imprecise or without full explanation and the sequence of 
ideas is not fully controlled, attempts a response which is thoughtful, 
analytical and, at its best, perceptive. 

 (24 marks)
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Question 4 
 
Between the 1st century BC and the 2nd century AD, to what extent were Roman women 
praised, or criticised, for becoming involved in politics and the law courts?  Give the 
reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• the different kinds of evidence we have 
• Turia 
• Pliny’s description of Arria, her granddaughter Fannia and his own wife Calpurnia 
• Sallust’s opinion of Sempronia 
• Cicero’s portrayal of Clodia 
• Juvenal’s views. 

Do not discuss the women Livy writes about. 
 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
21 marks out of 30 (low Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates some knowledge of all the relevant sources but frequently lacks 

precise detail 
• has a generally sound understanding of the issue, although it is sometimes 

expressed in a rather simplistic way 
• presents an argument which has a clear theme from start to finish and 

reaches a sensible judgement, although on the basis of some rather 
superficial discussion. 

 (21 marks)
 




