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SECTION  A 
Question 1 
 
(a) (i) Why does Lamachus think that Dikaiopolis is a beggar?  Give two details. 
   (2 marks)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 
 (ii) What has Dikaiopolis said which, according to the Leader of the First 

Semichorus, slanders Athens?  Make three points. 
   (3 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
  Commentary 

 
3 marks out of 5 because the answer to (ii) is largely irrelevant as it focuses not 
on what Dikaiopolis has said but on what he has done. 

(3 marks)
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(b)  In this passage, how varied are the techniques which Aristophanes uses to 
entertain his audience?  Give the reasons for your views and support them with 
details from the passage. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 
 

  Commentary 
 
6 marks out of 10 (bottom Level 3) because the answer 
• makes some valid observations  across the passage but lacks detailed 

references to support the comments 
• shows some understanding of Aristophanes’ comic techniques and attempts 

to demonstrate variety, but focuses on just two sources of humour without 
full explanation. 

 (6 marks)
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(c)  In The Acharnians, how effective a contrast does Aristophanes make between 
those who are said to have gained from the war and those who have suffered 
because of it?  Give the reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• Dikaiopolis’ behaviour at the Assembly, including his treatment of the 
Ambassador, Pseudartabas and Theorus 

• Dikaiopolis’ behaviour towards Lamachus and what happens to 
Dikaiopolis and Lamachus at the end of the play 

• what happens at Dikaiopolis’ market. 
   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 

 
14 marks out of 20 (bottom Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates some detailed knowledge of some relevant scenes from the 

play, although it become sketchy towards the end 
• attempts to present an argument focused on the exact terms of the question 

and shows some insight, but fails to reach an adequately expressed 
conclusion (although an overall point of view has been implied). 

 (14 marks)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1C / Version 1.0 
 

 

7 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. HIJ
 

Question 2 
 
(a) (i) On what has Trygaeus flown to heaven? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 (ii) What does War try to do with his mortar? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 
 (iii) Why does War fail to do anything with his mortar?  Make two points. 
   (2 marks)
    
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 
 (iv) How do Trygaeus and the others get Peace out of the cave? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  
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  Commentary 
 
5 marks out of 5 because all the answers are fully accurate.  (It is worth pointing 
out that they are sometimes longer than the questions require.) 

 (5 marks)
 
 
(b)  How important were Pylos and Sphacteria both to the course of the war and to 

Athenian politics?  Give the reasons for your views. 
   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 

 
9 marks out of 10 (lower Level 4) because the answer demonstrates a range of 
accurate knowledge and sound understanding of the military and political 
context, although some relevant details are omitted and the evaluation of 
importance is not fully developed. 

 (9 marks)
 

 
(c)  How comic is Aristophanes’ use of the gods and religious ritual in Peace?  Give 

the reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• Aristophanes’ portrayal of heaven 
• Hermes 
• War and Havoc 
• Peace and her attendants 
• sacrifice. 

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
16 marks out of 20 (mid Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates a range of accurate relevant knowledge from across the play 
• shows some understanding of Aristophanes’ comedy 
• develops an argument which is generally informed, shows some insight and 

personal response and is appropriate to the question, although some points 
are not fully developed. 

 (16 marks)
 

 
SECTION  B 

 
Question 3 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1C / Version 1.0 
 

 

HIJ Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 12
 

 
To what extent does Aristophanes use slaves to create humour in the plays you have read?  
Give the reasons for your views.  
  
You might include discussion of 

• the slaves of Euripides, Dikaiopolis and Lamachus in The Acharnians 
• Trygaeus’ slaves in Peace 
• Demosthenes, Nicias and the Paphlagonian in The Knights. 

 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
22 marks out of 30 (lower Level 4) because the answer  
• demonstrates a range of accurate relevant knowledge from all three plays, 

although there are omissions of detail 
• shows some understanding of the nature of Aristophanes’ comedy and its 

social context, although the political implications of the slaves in The Knights 
are not fully explored 

• has a generally evaluative framework and attempts to tie up the argument at 
the end, although there are some weaknesses in organisation and a tendency 
at times to list or describe. 

 (22 marks)
 
 
Question 4 
 
A scathing attack on all levels of Athenian society and its political leaders or just light-
hearted fun?  What is your opinion of The Knights?  Give the reasons for your views.   
 
You might include discussion of 

• the parts played by Nicias and Demosthenes 
• Aristophanes’ portrayal of the Paphlagonian and the Sausage-seller 
• the role of the chorus of Knights 
• the variety of humour in the play  
• how far the play The Knights has serious targets. 

 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1C / Version 1.0 
 

 

17 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. HIJ
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  Commentary 
 
24 marks out of 30 (mid Level 4) because the answer 
• demonstrates an appropriate selection of accurate and relevant knowledge, 

including detail and quotations, from across the play  
• shows some understanding of the nature of Aristophanes’ comedy and his 

purposes in writing 
• has a generally argumentative form, with discussion linked to details, 

although it is not always sharply focused on the exact terms of the question. 
 

 (24 marks)
 




