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SECTION  A 
Question 1 
 
(a) (i) From which part of the decoration of the Temple of Zeus at Olympia do the 

statues shown in Photograph A come? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 (ii) What story is being illustrated in the group from which the statues in 

Photograph A come?  Give two details. 
   (2 marks)
    
  Candidate Response 

 
 

 (iii) The statue shown in Photograph B is incomplete.  Identify one part which is 
lost. 

   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 (iv) The statues shown in Photographs A and B were both made at approximately 

the same date.  Give this date. 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
5 marks out of 5 for answers which, despite some errors of fact and spelling, are 
sufficiently accurate to satisfy the requirements of the mark scheme. 

(5 marks)
 
 
(b)  To what extent do you think the statue shown in Photograph A is a more 

effective image of Zeus than the one shown in Photograph B?  Give the reasons 
for your views. 

   (10 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
7 marks out of 10 (mid Level 3) because the answer 
• demonstrates some accurate relevant observation of both sculptures but with 

some imprecision and omission of detail 
• shows some understanding of the way each sculpture was viewed 
• attempts throughout to use observation to support an argument which is 

relevant, covers a range of issues and is clearly expressed.   
 

 (7 marks)
 
 
(c)  To what extent does the Temple of Zeus at Olympia represent an advance over 

earlier temples you have studied?  Give the reasons for your views. 

You might include discussion of 
• the Temple of Hera at Olympia and the first Temple of Hera (Basilica) and 

Temple of Athena (Ceres) at Paestum 
• materials 
• layout, size and proportions 
• decoration  
• function. 

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
10 marks out of 20 (low Level 3) because the answer 
• demonstrates some accurate relevant observation of the pedimental 

decoration of Doric temples but omits almost entirely any accurate knowledge 
of the developments in architecture required by the question 

• attempts to use detail to form a sensible argument but the points covered are 
very limited in comparison with the range of architectural issues which the 
question raises. 

(10 marks)
 
 
Question 2 
 
(a) (i) From which part of the decoration of the Parthenon does the sculpture shown in 

Photograph C come? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 
 (ii) What is happening in the scene of which the sculpture in Photograph C is a 

part?  Make two points. 
   (2 marks)
    
  No Candidate Response  
 
 
 (iii) What was the function of the sculpture shown in Photograph D? 
   (1 mark)
    
  Candidate Response  

 
 
 (iv) What is the seated figure on the sculpture in Photograph D doing? 
   (1 mark)
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 

  Commentary 
 
3 marks out of 5 because (ii) has not been attempted, despite succinct accurate 
answers to (i), (iii) and (iv). 

(3 marks)
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(b)  How effectively have the sculptors represented and used the drapery in the 

sculptures in Photographs C and D?  Give the reasons for your views. 
   (10 marks)
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1A / Version 1.0 
 

 

9 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. HIJ
 

  Commentary 
 
8 marks out of 10 (top Level 3) because the answer 
• demonstrates some accurate relevant observation of both sculptures but 

omits some precise details 
• shows some awareness of the cultural context of the sculptures 
• attempts throughout to use knowledge and understanding to form 

judgements relevant to the question but the range of points is somewhat 
limited. 

(8 marks)
 
 
(c)  How important a part of the Parthenon was its sculptural decoration?  Give the 

reasons for your views. 
 
You might include discussion of 
 

• the overall purpose and functions of the Parthenon 
• the position of the sculptures and relationship to the architecture 
• their subject matter 
• what was inside the Parthenon.

   (20 marks)
   
  Candidate Response 
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  Commentary 
 
14 marks out of 20 (bottom Level 4) because the answer 
• shows a good understanding of the functions and political context of the 

Parthenon (an important element of an evaluation of its architecture and 
sculpture) but lacks detailed knowledge of the sculpture apart from the 
pediments and almost entirely omits any detailed reference to the architecture 

 
• has an evaluative focus and fluently expressed argument which reveal some 

good insights despite the weaknesses in detailed knowledge. 
 

(14 marks)
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SECTION  B 
 
As few candidates attempted Question 3, two examples of answers to Question 4 have been provided. 
 
Question 4 
 
In the sculptural groups which you have studied, how successfully did Greek sculptors 
portray emotions and relationships between the figures?  Give the reasons for your views 
and support them with reference to at least five examples. 
 
You might include discussion of 

• subject matter 
• composition 
• expression 
• similarities and differences between free-standing and architectural examples. 

 (30 marks)
   
  Candidate Response – Example 1 

 

 

 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1A / Version 1.0 
 

 

13 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. HIJ
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1A / Version 1.0 
 

 

HIJ Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 14
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1A / Version 1.0 
 

 

15 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. HIJ
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / A-level Classical Civilisation / Exemplar Answers: CIV1A / Version 1.0 
 

 

HIJ Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 16
 

 

 

 
 

  Commentary 
 
26 marks out of 30 (top of Level 4) because the answer 
 
• demonstrates detailed knowledge of most of the examples, which are well 

chosen to demonstrate change over time and differences between free-
standing and architectural sculptures, but there is some imprecision, 
especially on the Riace Warriors 

• shows a clear understanding of the main issues 
• develops an argument which has a sustained and relevant evaluative focus 

and in which judgement is linked to well observed detail and a sensible, 
informed overview is presented. 

(26 marks)
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  Candidate Response – Example 2 
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  Commentary 
 
13 marks out of 30 (bottom Level 3) because the answer 
• demonstrates knowledge of five relevant examples but there is error and a 

lack of precise detail in observation and chronology 
• shows some understanding of the issues but the discussion is frequently 

rather superficial 
• attempts to make judgements in response to the question, although they are 

rather simplistic 
• makes some attempt to organise an argument in generally appropriate 

language with linking phrases between paragraphs and a concluding verdict. 
 

(13 marks)
 




