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CIV1E Menander and Plautus

Section 1

Option A

Of the very small entry for this unit, slightly more students chose Option A on Menander’s Old
Cantankerous than Option B on Plautus’ Amphitryo. All scored the full 2 marks on Question 02.
However, the standard of answers to the other short factual questions was more uneven,
particularly in Question 04 where there was misidentification of the ‘old crone’.

In Question 05, all students made some attempt to evaluate the effectiveness of the passage,
but they did not get beyond Level 3 into Level 4 because they did not include a sufficient range
of ways Menander entertains his audience and provide enough supporting references to the
passage, sometimes instead going outside it.

By contrast, in Question 06, all students attempted an informed evaluation of the play in
response to the quotation given, and their generally well-structured arguments demonstrated a
good range of knowledge and understanding and, in the best answers, a high level of insight.

Option B

All students answered the factual Questions 07, 08 and 09 with complete accuracy, and this
excellence was sustained in answers to Question 10. Although it differed from many 10-mark
guestions in that it required evaluation of a central issue in the play as a whole rather than a
detailed appreciation of the passage printed on the paper, students produced well-shaped and
balanced arguments of appropriate length, using evidence from the play to support judgements
that took into account Roman expectations.

In Question 11, however, success was less widespread as not all students fully appreciated
how central to the comedy male attitudes towards supremacy on the battlefield and in the house
and bedroom are.

Section 2

Option C
There were no answers to Question 12.

Option D

Question 13 elicited some splendid answers which, supported by a wide range of well-chosen
knowledge, effectively demonstrated how Plautus, drawing largely on stock characters,
develops those of some of the slaves beyond the various male stereotypes he inherited to
create verbal and visual humour that depended especially on the inversion of reality. Other
answers were less secure both in knowledge of the plays and in sustaining a clear line of
argument.
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