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Introduction

This paper assesses the candidates' understanding of spoken and written Chinese from a 
variety of types of authentic texts and listening material, as well as their ability to translate 
accurately from Chinese to English.

Candidates should be able to:

understand main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material;
infer meaning from complex spoken and written material;
assimilate and use information from spoken and written sources, including material from 
online media;
summarise information from spoken sources, reporting key points and subject matter;
translate from Chinese to English.

This paper has a total of 80 marks. It comprises three sections. Section A: Listening (30 
marks); Section B: Reading (30 marks); Section C: Translation into English (20 marks). 
Candidates must answer all questions in sections A, B and C.

The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The total assessment time is 2 hours. Candidates are recommended to spend 50 minutes on 
Section A, 50 minutes on Section B and 20 minutes on Section C.

Candidates have full control of the recordings. They can work through the sections and the 
questions in any order they prefer. However, it is recommended that candidates work 
through the questions in the order given within each section.
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Question 2

This question requires candidates to recall, process and interpret meaning. Overall, 
candidates performed well. Some candidates appeared to have misread Q02(a)(v) and they 
replied to 'what' Mr Wang's job was rather than 'where' Mr Wang worked.
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This candidate performed well on all items in this question. All answers 
were short and to the point. Answers are clearly laid out to indicate the 
number of elements required for each item.

Candidates should use a short phrase.

For a 1-mark question, they should give one element.

For a 2-mark question, they should give two elements.
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Question 3 (a)

This questions requires candidates to recall, process and interpret meaning.

When marking, examiners apply the rule of 'order of elements'. This means that if it is a 1-
mark question, the examiner will only look at the first element, which is the first answer, 
given. If it is a 2-mark question, the examiner will look at the first two elements, ie the first 
two answers, given.
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For Q03(a)(vi), this candidate provided four answers/elements for a 2-
mark question. The examiner looked only at the first two 
elements/answers. The first element is incorrect; the second element 
is correct. Therefore, this candidate is given 1 mark for this item in 
total.

Although elements three and four were correct, they were not 
awarded any marks because of the reason given above, ie the rule of 
'order of elements' was applied when marking.

Candidates should only give the number of answers required. That is, 
if it is a 1-mark question, they should give one answer/element. If it is a 
2-mark question, they should give two answers/two elements.

These two answers to Q03(a)(i) and (ii) illustrate good practice from 
candidates.

Candidates should use words or short phrases and address the 
question directly.

7 GCE Chinese (spoken Mandarin/spoken Cantonese) 9CN0 01



Question 3 (b)

This question requires candidates to summarise the main point of spoken materials in 
Chinese. Overall, the candidates performed well and were able to provide the main points. 
Some candidates found it difficult to write some of the characters correctly.

This candidate wrote 重识 instead of 重视 for Q03(b)(i), hence lost 1 
mark for this item.

Candidates should make sure that correct characters are used.
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Question 4

This question requires candidates to recall, process and interpret meaning. Overall, the 
candidates performed well.
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Question 5

This question requires candidates to process and interpret meaning. Many candidates 
appeared to have difficulty responding to some of the questions directly. For example, for 
Q05(d), many candidates failed to process the information given when answering the 
question.

Word-by-word copy from the text is not allowed. This candidate lifted 
the answer from the original text, therefore no mark was awarded.

Candidates should answer this question using their own words, or/and 
use a short phrase or words.
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This candidate answered the questions succinctly, using their own 
words to express the meaning given in the text. The candidate was 
awarded 6 marks for these answers.

Candidates should keep the answers short and to the point.
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Question 6

This question requires candidates to process and interpret meaning. Many candidates did 
not respond to some of the questions directly. For example, for Q06(e), many candidates 
failed to process the information given when answering this question.

This candidate answered these questions directly and succinctly, using 
short phrases.

Candidates should keep their answer(s) short and to the point.
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This candidate was awarded full marks for this question.
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This candidate answered these two questions succinctly.

Candidates should keep their answer(s) short and to the point, and 
also use word(s) or short phrases.
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This question asks for two activities which the employees can take part 
in on a Saturday. Instead of addressing the question directly, this 
candidate wrote down 安排篮球比赛/to arrange a basketball 
match/competition, which is not an activity which the employees could 
take part in, hence no mark was awarded for this element. The 
candidate's second answer used the same verb 安排 plus the activity 舞
会. As the verb 安排 already appeared in the previous element, and for 
which the candidate was already penalised, 1 mark was awarded to the 
candidate for the second element.

Read the questions carefully and pay special attention to the question 
words.

Address each question directly, using words or short phrases.
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Question 7

This question requires students to process and interpret meaning. For Q07(e), many 
candidates seemed to have misread or misinterpreted the question, and gave answers for 
'what' they did rather than 'where' they went. For Q07(f), many candidates appeared to have 
difficulty showing their understanding by using their own words.
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This candidate score 10 marks because they answered all the 
questions directly and to the point, using short phrases.

Candidates should use short phrases or words, and also address the 
questions fully and directly.

When it is a 2-mark question, they should place each element/correct 
answer onto each separate line provided.

This candidate appeared to have misread or misinterpreted Q07(e), 
which asked 'where' the volunteers went. This candidate failed to 
address the question directly and talked about what happened in 
which place.

Candidates should read the questions carefully and make sure that 
they know what information is being asked, for example, if is it a 
person or a place or time.
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This candidate's response was awarded full marks.
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Question 8

This question requires candidates to, in English, express the same meaning as given in the 
original Chinese text. Overall, candidates performed well. However, a few words and phrases 
appeared to be difficult for many candidates. These are: 一部分；社交方式；外交官；英国女
王；加强；友谊.

This candidate wrote 'strength friendship' instead of 'strengthen'. A 
verb rather than a noun is needed.

Translation requires accuracy. When translating, it is important to pay 
attention to the choice of words, capital and small letters, parts of 
speech, tenses and so on.
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英国女王 should be 'the Queen' rather than 'the Quen of England'.

请我去喝茶 does not mean inviting me to a 'tea party'.

友谊 should be 'friendship' rather than 'relationship'.

Candidates should use capital letters wherever they are required. They 
should also make sure that their translation is accurate and precise.

22GCE Chinese (spoken Mandarin/spoken Cantonese) 9CN0 01



Paper Summary

Candidates are given the following advice based on this year's performance:

read the questions carefully;
address the questions directly;
manipute the language and use own words to answer questions – 'lifting' or word-by-word 
copying of the text is not allowed;
words and phrases are sufficient – no need to write out full sentences;
give the exact number of answers as requested;
write in characters – Pinyin is not accepted;
translate accurately, paying attention to choice of words, capital and small letters, tenses 
and so on.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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