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PE Report: 9CNO 01 Listening, reading and translation Autumn 2020

Introduction

This is the second examination of 9CNO_01.

Students will be assessed on their understanding of spoken and written Chinese
from a variety of types of authentic texts and listening material, as well as their
ability to translate accurately from Chinese to English.

Students should be able to:

* understand main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material

* infer meaning from complex spoken and written material

* assimilate and use information from spoken and written sources, including
material from online media

* summarise information from spoken sources, reporting key points and
subject matter

* translate from Chinese to English.

This paper has a total of 80 marks. It comprises three sections. Section A:
Listening (30 marks); Section B: Reading (30 marks); Section C: Translation into
English (20 marks). Students must answer all questions in each section (A, B and
Q).

The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The total assessment time is 2 hours. Students are recommended to spend 50
minutes on Section A, 50 minutes on section B and 20 minutes on Section C.

Students have full control of the recordings. They can work through the sections
and the questions in any order they prefer. However, it is recommended that
candidates work through the questions in the order given within each Section.

Most students responded very well to all questions in Section A Listening, Section
B Reading and Section C Translation. They were able to comprehend the listening
and reading passages and respond to the questions either by answering multiple
choice questions or by giving short answers in Chinese characters. Section C
Translation was somewhat more challenging for many students compared to
Section A and B. While nearly all the students were able to comprehend the
passage well, many were unable to express the same meaning using good
English.

Students should be reminded that they should not
* give more responses than the number(s) required in multiple choice

questions;
* use Pinyin in their answers;



« transcribe the audio passage(s) as their answer(s);

« 'lift" whole sentences or paragraphs from the reading passage(s);

* provide more information than required. That is, if a student offers two
elements when there is only one mark available, the ‘order of elements’ rule
is applied and only the first element can be considered by the examiner;

+ alter the meaning of the original translation passage by adding or deleting
information

Individual Questions

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips
and/or comments on candidate performance, for a selection of questions. The
exemplification will come mainly from questions which appeared to be challenging
to many candidates.

Question 2:

2a: Some students wrote down 45 B instead of 45 {&. While we tolerate
inaccuracy (up to two strokes), we do not tolerate wrong characters. In this
instance, [ has a totally different meaning from &, therefore 45 [& is incorrect.

2b: Some students wrote down 12z instead of I X - hence were not awarded any
mark. Please see explanation in 2a (above).

2f: Many students appear to have misread this question. The question asks: #F
NiZBEAMEIIA L BE? What should the children do...? However, many students

wrote RN 1ZA

ik... / Parents should .... . This question required students to first process and

then show their understanding of the information. However, many students wrote
down what they heard without considering whether their reply matched the written
question.

Question 5:

5e: Many students appear to have not read the question carefully, which appears
to be a similar issue to 2f. The question clearly says l& T & &#x#l/apart from food
and drinks, many students wrote down %/tea, 2% /breakfast.



(e)
(2)

L AAvRE R $8% ¢ ABKM AE. BIE pakdih ARA

Moreover, going back to the ‘order of elements’ rule mentioned in the
Introduction section, only the first two elements were considered as this is a
two-mark question. This means that this student was awarded 1 mark for the
second element which is a correct response.

Question 6:

6b: Many students appear to have not read this question carefully, which appears
to be a similar issue to 2f and 5e. The question asks #h5i15 = {8HV4EE N 1Z B HILE R

75 ? /What does she think that a happy life need to have? Many students appeared

to have copied from the original text MEE—1PENE. ZSF/KELFRIHT /living in a
place with good sunshine, air and water. This response does not really answer the
question posed.

In addition, there are some candidates who simply wrote down ZES#1k/air and
water. This response lacks the necessary detail required ‘%% (89) ‘/good.

(b)

bt 4BV TR Sl Pk Gh e

Question 7:

7e: Many students appear to have not read this question carefully, which appears
to be a similar issue to 2f, 5e and 6b. The question asks EZREMLE R F=HA
ST ?/

When might the food deliverers be fined by heir company? Many students

Az

appeared to have picked out and copied from the original text ‘i JH IR ZEE" ;

M (A TUR B — =R TIEE K/ They must deliver food on time; they must satisfy
some customers’ unreasonable requests. These two responses do not answer the
question posed.



Question 8:

Some candidates wrongly translated ¥4 T to ‘Mid Autumn Festival’. Some
candidates wrongly translated & /almost one hundred to ‘hundreds of’. Many
candidates were unable to translate #f¥/zongzi or rice dumplings and > f&
/custom.

Summary

Based on the students’ performance on this paper, candidates are offered the
following advice:

read the questions carefully

manipulate the language and use their own words to answer questions
use correct characters when answering questions

give short, direct answer(s) to each question

include details such as ‘good/#¥’, ‘unreasonable/FC#’

+ +++++

use good English and ensure that the meaning of the original text is not
distorted when translating
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