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Introduction

This was the first year of assessment of this paper for the new specification
of Advanced GCE in Chinese. This paper includes a translation exercise and
two written responses to works. The total mark for this paper is 120.

Candidates must answer Question 1 in Section A by translating a short piece
of text from English into Chinese. In addition, they must answer two
guestions from Sections B and C - this means either two literary works from
Section B or one literary work from Section B and one film from Section C.
The duration of the examination is 2 hours 40 minutes.

In Section A Question 1 (20 marks), candidates are required to translate a
short piece of text from English into Chinese. The content of the translation
is a passage based on one of the four themes as indicated in the
Specification. Candidates are assessed with reference to their ability to
produce an accurate and appropriate translation.

Section B consists of three questions (Question 2, Question 3 and Question 4)
on different literary works, whereas Section C consists of three questions
(Question 5, Question 6 and Question 7) on different films. Prescribed
literary works and films can be found in Appendix 2 of the Specification.
Candidates are expected to write between 250 and 350 Chinese characters
for each question. The whole essay is marked regardless of length.

For Question 2 to Question 7, each essay is assessed based on the following
three categories: critical and analytical response (20 marks); range of
grammatical structures and vocabulary (20 marks); and accuracy of
language (10 marks).

Section A (Question 1)

This question consisted of a short English passage on "Communications and
Technology”. It was divided into 20 discrete language sections. Each
correctly-translated section is given one mark.



While the majority of the candidates were able to convey the overall
meaning of the passage, only a minority were able to achieve full marks.

The vocabulary items were closely relevant to the theme. Examples were
“mobile phones”, “online shopping”, “modern technology”, and “internet
addiction”. Most candidates were able to transfer the meaning closely in
Chinese. However, some lost marks owing to their inability to write the
Chinese characters correctly, such as F49p)E.

While most of the candidates were aware of the nuance between English and
Chinese, careless mistakes were found in some commonly-used English
words, as shown in the following table.

English Common mistakes made by
words/phrases candidates

survey )%, H5E, MGHAE
found =, o

rely on H

different kinds of | NEIHED)

activities

including B4

modern technology METEYRHRE, LS AVRHY
daily lives AT AETE

very il

social issues AL, IR
Western countries SME]

games JETD

effective BRCRN

resolve PR R

these problems X A]

In terms of sentence/word order, more able candidates paid great attention
to the differences between English and Chinese. However, less able
candidates simply followed the original English sentence structures instead
of changing the sentence structures. Typical examples included “... on their

mobile phones every day”, “it has caused social issues in China” and “... is
common among teenagers”.



The following competent piece of translation was awarded 18 out of 20
available marks.
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\/\\ Examiner Comments

The 4" language section lost 1 mark because “rely on”
should be {K#f rather than {8 /5. The 17" language section
was not awarded any mark due to the mistake made in the word
“games”. The answer should be X, , not SE /.

L\
/
A

\ ResultsPlus
\_ Examiner Tip

This example demonstrated very good translation skills.
However, candidates should pay greater attention to the
actual meaning of some common words. While some
terms are interchangeable e.g. [ _E 4] and FEZE ML

47, some do not carry the same meaning.

d

Despite the efforts made, the following piece of translation scored 2 out of
20 marks.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate found this question very challenging,
only being able to translate two language sections into

Chinese accurately: ERFEJTESLL and BB FN T
.




; ResultsY
\ Examiner Tip

The example showed mostly accurate grammar but a lot of errors in Chinesel
characters. In order to enhance the quality of translation, candidates must]
familiarise themselves with Chinese characters.

Section B

Compared with Section C (films), a lot more candidates attempted the
questions on literary works. Candidates should be aware that evidence must
be based on the original literary works. No credit will be given for essays on
literary works that are based on the film versions adapted from the literary
works.

Question 2

A good number of candidates were able to demonstrate “contrast” as one of
the writing techniques employed by the writer to describe the hardship of
Qiuhu’s life and to compare Xiawang’s life before and after his father’s
imprisonment. More able candidates proceeded to provide well-selected
evidence from the literary work, giving comprehensive and coherent answers
closely linked to the question. However, very few candidates were able to
mention other writing devices such as "“metaphor” ( tt & ) and/or
“personification” (il A\) to present their hardship and warmth as required.

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- showed a lack of understanding of writing techniques despite the use
of relevant evidence from the literary work. For example, many
candidates described how the abandonment of Feng by its parents
reflected Qiuhu’s own miserable circumstances, or how the naming of
Feng was related to Qiuhu’s sister. However, they failed to highlight
“metaphor” and/or “personification” as the writing techniques.



- summarised the story (e.g. the differences of their family backgrounds;
how they formed their friendship) with no mention of, let alone an
analysis of, the writing techniques used in the literary work.

- analysed the hardship of Qiuhu but missed Xiawang’s.

- described the hardship but ignored the warmth.

- did not show consistency in their analysis. For example, candidates
introduced the writing technique, “contrast”, at the beginning of the
essay but then forgot to connect the technique with the key words
“suffering” (FZ) and “warmth” (;21%) in the question.

mixed up the two main characters and the sequences of the events.

The following essay achieved 37 out of 50 (14 marks for Critical and
Analytical Response; 15 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 8 marks for Accuracy of Language).
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<Qz ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The response competently analysed
“contrast” as a writing technique in
relation to the hardship in the lives of
Qiuhu and Xiawang. The first paragraph
and the second half of the second
paragraph illustrated ‘“‘contrast” with
appropriately selected evidence from the
work. There was some good use of
grammatical structures, vocabulary and
literary terminology.

11




- ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

While the last paragraph managed to present the warmth of
the two boys, it failed to mention the writing device
required in the question. In order to achieve higher marks,
candidates need to focus on the key words in the question
and ensure that the response is consistently relevant to
them.

Question 3

Although most of the candidates were able to indicate that Yingzi played an
important part in the reunion of the insane mother Xiuzhen and her long-lost
daughter Niu’er, many of them did not give an in-depth analysis on the
specific role of Yingzi. More able candidates were able to use such phrases
as R, 4 Iz, HjEA. Less able ones used = or *4%. Some could
draw evidence from the literary work to highlight the good aspects of
Yingzi’'s character, such as an innocent heart, curiosity, kindness, bravery
and attention to details.

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- merely summarised the story without any exploration of Yingzi’s role
or contribution in the reunion, despite appropriate evidence from the
literary work.

- failed to specify Yingzi's role as an “intermediary”, a “bridge” or a
“link” in the reunion.

- failed to explain how Yingzi “separately” acquired close friendship with
Xiuzhen and Niu’er, and subsequently gained their trust.

- provided inaccurate evidence from the literary work. For example,
candidates gave wrong accounts of how Yingzi discovered the birth
mark on Niu’er’s neck.

- failed to provide details to make their argument convincing and
coherent.

12



The following essay achieved 34 out of 50 (13 marks for Critical and
Analytical Response; 13 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 8 marks for Accuracy of Language).

13
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this essay, the candidate was able to analyse critically the
role of Yingzi in the reunion of the mother and her daughter. The
arguments were logically justified with some selected evidence from
the literary work. Despite some stilted phrasing and inaccurate
Chinese characters, the essay was coherently written.

a ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is room for improvement in the way the points of view
can be fully developed. The essay can give more detailed
information about how the mother had lost her daughter, the
current family background of Niu’er, and the birthmark on the
nape of Niu’er’s neck.

15



Question 4

This was the most popular question among the six questions on literary
works and films. Good answers from the candidates should focus on why “I”
in the novel had different feelings towards the hometown in reminiscence
and the hometown in reality. Many candidates understood that the different
feelings were due to the big changes in hometown scenery along with
appearance, demeanour and personality changes of the two characters,
Runtu and Second Sister Yang. A good number of candidates managed to
link these changes to social issues in China at that time such as feudal
system. However, some did not further analyse the feelings that “I”
experienced when facing such dramatic changes. Some successfully
interpreted “my” feelings as “overwhelmed”, “frustrated”, “upset”,
“saddened”, “disappointed”, and even better as “melancholic” or
“lamentable”. Only a small number of candidates were able to mention that
since “I” was returning home to sell his family property and moving to
another place with his mother and nephew to make a living, "my” mood
should be low and sad.

14

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- lost focus in the content. For example, some candidates wrote a
lengthy introduction on the personal life of the author, Luxun.

- did not analyse critically how the changes of scenery and
acquaintances had an impact on “my” feelings about the "“two”
hometowns.

- wrote in a prose style to express their own personal feelings.

- confused the era when the story took place with modern-day China.

- referred the main character of the work as “the author” or “Luxun
rather than “I” (a fictional character).

- wrote the essay purely based on imagination without showing an in-
depth understanding of the literary work.

- provided irrelevant content such as the writing techniques employed
by the author.

- failed to fully develop the viewpoints and arguments. For example,
some candidates briefly analysed one or two main points and then
provided a lengthy discussion on less important viewpoints such as
famine, war, and new or old China.

”

16



The following essay achieved 30 out of 50 (11 marks for Critical and
Analytical Response; 11 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 8 marks for Accuracy of Language).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response was relevant to some aspects of the question. It provided three
main reasons for the different feelings “I” experienced: the changes in hometown|
scenery (but without mentioning the scenery in the past), and the changes of the
two characters, Runtu and Second Sister Yang (the name was mistakenly written|
as “Big Sister Yang”. Occasional loss of focus was found when the analysis was
intertwined with the writing techniques employed in the literary work. The use of
punctuation marks, particularly quotation marks, was reasonably good.

18
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\ Examiner Tip

In order to improve the response, the candidate needs to avoid|
making errors in the name of the main character, and elaborate]
more on the different feelings “I” experienced.

Section C

On average, about 20% of the candidates attempted each of the three
questions on films. Candidates should be aware that evidence must be based
on the original films.

Question 5

On the whole, not many candidates grasped most of the key information of
this question. They were unable to use the cinematic terminology throughout
or relevant evidence from the film. While some candidates were able to
highlight the close relationship between Chengcheng and his parents, a lot of
essays focussed on the help that his parents offered to his election campaign
or how his parents’ values had influenced Chengcheng. Only a small
proportion of candidates were able to examine how the film has presented
the family relationship:

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- did not respond to the key word “how” the film presented the
relationship between Chengcheng and his parents in the question by
using appropriate cinematic terminology such as IfirESCp5E 3k, Bfja)Zk,
e, EE.

- failed to show a good understanding of the film. Candidates often
missed the important aspects shown in his daily life, such as collecting
him from school, dining, bathing, watching TV, and chatting.

19



- provided evidence of the parents’ help in Chengcheng’s election
campaign but failed to explore the different facets of the relationship
between them.

- described the story of all three candidates in a narrative manner.

- wrote the answer as if it was a film review.

- lost the focus of the question by making a comparison among the
three candidates and their families or by analysing unnecessarily the
roles of Luo Lei and Xiaofei in the election.

- mixed Chengcheng up with Luo Lei, indicating a lack of understanding
of the film.

- focused on what kind of people Chengcheng and his parents were,
rather than exploring how the film has expressed the relationship
between Chengcheng and his parents.

- made personal and moral judgements on Chengcheng’s behaviour and
the parental skills.

The following answer achieved 15 out of 50 (5 marks for Critical and

Analytical Response; 5 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 5 marks for Accuracy of Language).

20
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Examiner Comments

The response was far from satisfactory. It was related to the film|
but lost focus on the question. It described in detail Chengcheng’s|
personality and how his parents helped him in the election. However,
the points of view showed misunderstanding or confusion, indicating]
a lack of understanding of the film.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

To make improvement, the candidate should watch the
film thoroughly and pay great attention to the full details
of all the characters.
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Question 6

Q6 discusses the symbolic meaning of the bicycle to migrant worker Xiaogui.
Most of the candidates were able to analyse some basic symbolic meanings
of the bicycle to Xiaogui: his livelihood, his hope to integrate into city life,
and his pride. Some could specifically point out the relevant scenes to
support their arguments. However, fewer candidates were able to discuss
that the disappearance of the bicycle signified job loss, a broken hope and
an uncertain future. Some candidates deviated to describe in detail the
conflict between Xiaogui and Xiaojian.

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- described the plot of the film rather than analysing the symbolic
meanings of the bicycle to Xiaogui.

- made wrong interpretations of symbolic meanings of the bicycle to
Xiaogui. For example, the bicycle was misinterpreted as a means for
Xiaogui to attract a beautiful girl.

- provided irrelevant or unnecessary details, such as the description of
how Xiaogui got the bicycle or his job, the importance of the bicycle to
another main character, Xiaojian, and the difference between youth in
the city and those from villages.

- failed to develop fully the symbolic meanings of the bicycle to Xiaogui
such as the relationship between the bicycle and his future hope to
integrate into city life.

- mixed up Xiaogui with another main character Xiaojian.

- failed to delve deeper into the film to support their analysis, such as
the scene in which Xiaogui saw his bicycle being smashed up.

The following answer achieved 44 out of 50 (17 marks for Critical and

Analytical Response; 18 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 9 marks for Accuracy of Language).

23
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response showed a very good understanding of symbolism of
the bicycle to Xiaogui in the film. With the use of detailed evidence]
from the film, the response demonstrated convincing interpretations.
Despite some wrong Chinese characters, the essay was coherent and
well written.

a ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The response may explore more symbolic meanings such as
self-worth and self-esteem. To maintain clarity of
communication, the candidate needs to aim at a higher level of
accuracy of language.
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Question 7

Most of the candidates were able to identify at least one of the three eating
scenes of Leung Foon (or Liang Huan) with detailed elaboration and
appropriate evidence concerning her situation and emotions in the scenes.
These candidates gave predominantly relevant response to the question as
well as some detailed arguments. There were a few very good answers
which analysed all three scenes by employing cinematic jargons such as
lighting, soundtrack, close-up shots of the actress.

The scene which had the worst performance was the second one, in which
Leung Foon had lunch with her former son-in-law. There were two general
issues in candidates’ essays. Firstly, the scene was not always clearly
described in terms of the setting, the characters and most important of all,
the context. This could be attributed to either the quality of language
required, or a lack of understanding of the plot. Secondly, the multitude of
emotions experienced by Leung Foon in this scene was not always analysed
thoroughly by candidates: from anticipation to disappointment, from
goodwill to the sense of rejection, and from hope to despair.

In sum, candidates were unable to gain high marks if they

- failed to identity all three eating scenes of Leung Foon.

- failed to focus on the situation and emotions of Leung Foon depicted in
the eating scenes.

- did not make critical analysis of the eating scenes by using cinematic
terminology such as the dim lighting in the first eating scene, the noisy
background in the second eating scene, the festive atmosphere in the
third eating scene, and the facial expressions of Leung Foon.

- made inaccurate accounts of the film. For example, Mr Law (or Mr Luo)
was mistaken as Leung Foon’s son or nephew, and Leung Foon’s
daughter was still alive.

- lost the focus by exploring, for example, the development of the
friendship between Leung Foon and Kwai (or Gui) or the influence of
Kwai on Leung Foon'’s life.

- confused Leung Foon’s eating scenes with those of Kwai and her son.

26



The following essay achieved 27 out of 50 (9 marks for Critical and
Analytical Response; 11 marks for Range of Grammatical Structures and
Vocabulary; 7 marks for Accuracy of Language).

27
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ResultsPius

Examiner Comments

The response dealt with only one eating scene with a decent amount
of appropriate evidence from the film. The concluding paragraph,
which was hardly relevant to the question, has further weakened the
the overall performance of the response. The use of language was
accurate throughout most of the essay.

a ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

In order to capture all the three eating scenes, the candidate
needs to watch the film carefully and analyse the setting, the
plot, the characters’ acting, and the events critically.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the
following advice:

- Since Section A (Question 1) is marked based on individual sections of
language, candidates must do the translation carefully. Over-
translation and under-translation should be avoided. It is also
advisable to practice the Chinese key words for each theme as often as
possible.

- To prepare well for Section B and Section C, it is of utmost importance
that candidates are familiar with the works.

- When writing the essays, always read the questions carefully and
identify the key words in each question. This can help you to avoid
irrelevant answers.

- Write the response critically, analytically and logically.

- Remember to justify points of view with appropriately selected
evidence from the works.

- Avoid presenting arguments in the style of a book/film review.
- In order to enhance clarity of communication, candidates must aim at
producing a wide range of grammatical structures, vocabulary,

cinematic/literary terminology, and a high level of accuracy of Chinese
characters.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website

on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwant to/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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