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Introduction
This examination is the A2 unit of the GCE Chinese qualification. In this paper, candidates 
are assessed on their ability to write accurately in Chinese characters, their knowledge and 
understanding of Chinese culture and society and their ability to analyse material in Chinese 
and to evaluate information. Knowledge and application of language is identified as part of 
Assessment Objective 3 and accounts for 12.5% of the marks for the whole paper.

This paper requires that candidates are not only able to apply the target language 
efficiently, but should also be able to show that they are independent learners. Candidates 
are expected to conduct research on their chosen topic. for the Research-based essay. 
Extensive reading in the target language and the collecting of a considerable amount of 
relevant materials and data are required. Candidates should exercise critical thinking skills 
and form their independent evaluations on the material they have selected. The quantity 
and the quality of the sources are both essential factors for them to consider.

It was encouraging to see many learners taking this qualification and achieving to the best 
of their abilities. There is evidence that more and more candidates are prepared and receive 
tutorials before taking this exam.
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Question 1
In Section A, candidates generally performed well on the reading comprehesion question.

The majority of candidates scored 7 marks or above from a total of 10 marks. Where 
candidates did lose marks it tended to be for questions (b), (c), (d) or (h). Errors were 
caused by candidates applying their personal opinions in their answers, or confusing detail 
with the answer to the previous question. Many candidates seemed to struggle with (h) 
and the 2 mark answer. They appeared to have interpreted the marks to indicate two 
separate points of view rather then two specific detail from the text.

Candidates must be reminded that the reading comprehension requires them to identify the 
answers exclusively from the text and not to apply personal knowledge or common sense in 
their answers.

Question 2
In general, candidates were able to translate the paragraph in the target language for 
the most part accurately and in a grammatically correct manner. The only problematic 
part appeared to be the last sentence. When candidates were required to construct an 
imperative sentence, they tended to use a declarative sentence instead. When they needed 
to convert ‘get used to’ into  ‘養成……的習慣’/ ‘养成……的习惯’, candidates tended to misuse 
the noun ‘習慣’/'习惯'as a verb.

There could be more than one meaning to the word, ‘waste’. In this context, the most 
appropriate translations would be ‘garbage’, ‘rubbish’ or ‘trash’.

Some complex grammar points were assessed. Most candidates demonstrated a good level 
of ability in constructing complex sentences and understanding the difference between the 
two languages.

The subject was omitted in the ‘when’ complex sentence. Candidates had to put the missing 
subject in the complex sentence.

Applying the ‘把’sentence structure was required in the translation.
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Question 3
There were good responses found in candidates’ answers. They were able to respond to 
bullet points fully and be relevant at all times. They offered evidence of development in their 
answers and made full use of facts and provided details in explanations.

There was well-balanced development of the four bullet points, and answers were not 
simply limited to the discussion of ‘disposable cutlery’. They showed a good understanding 
of the general topic which was ‘being environmentally friendly’. They made good 
observations about environmentally friendly activities from daily life and were able to 
employ them in arguments.

However, some candidates made heavy use of the reading text and the opinions from the 
translation in their unseen writing topic. It was common for candidates to use most of their 
essay discussing bullet points 1 and 2, this resulted in discussions of bullet points 3 and 
4 being either too brief and/or very polemical without any factual details to support their 
opinions. There was a lack of explanations in some answers.
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The candidate responded to all four bullet points fully and in a well-balanced 
manner. He/she gave a brief answer to bullet point 1, which indicated that he/she 
has a good understanding of how to construct his/her essay, and not just simply give 
answers to the bullet points. In bullet point 2, the candidate gave factual details. 
For instance, the candidate did not simply use the opinions in the reading text which 
are about convenience and cleanness, but also made use of his/her own knowledge 
by saying that disposable cutlery can give customers a comfortable dining 
environment and can prevent contagious diseases. The candidate developed his/her 
answers in bullet point 3 by stating his/her personal experience. For instance, having 
to keep rubbish in his/her pockets and not being familiar with waste recycling.
The candidate made very good observations about environmentally friendly activities 
from daily life and was able to include them in his/her writing. For instance, recycling 
the water that has been used to rinse vegetables, to water plants or flush the toilet. 
Re-cycling waste boxes to make pencil cases or book cases was another idea. One 
should not use transportation if one’s destination is within walking distance and one 
should try to use public transportation whereever possible. The essay’s content was 
wholly relevant and convincing which indicated that the candidate had acquired a 
good understanding of the general topic.
The essay structure was clear. The logical connection between each paragraph could 
be improved. This essay scored 19 marks in Content and Response and 5 marks in 
Quality of Language.

Examiner Comments
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The candidate demonstrated a good level of language 
skills. However, the candidate’s responses were very short 
and included very limited details. The candidate was able 
to give evidence for each bullet point, but made very little 
effort to develop his or her own opinions or to provide 
evidence to explain his or her opinions further. Therefore, 
the content and response can only be in the 11-15 band.
This essay was scored 13 in Content and Response and 5 
marks in Quality of Language.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Essay Plan: This year some centres reported that their candidates did not follow the 
instruction not to exceed 80 character limit on the essay plan. Some candidates exceeded 
the 80 characters word count in their plan and brought it into the exam room. Candidates 
need to be made aware that this kind of malpractice will be penalised by Edexcel by not 
awarding marks during investigation.

Some observations of candidate performance

1. The breadth and depth of research was not up to the required standard. Some 
candidates used Wikipedia or Baidu as their only resource, which affects the quality of 
their analysis and evaluation.

2. Candidates were not able to organise good discussions or explanations and evaluation 
in their essays. Some only stated facts but were not able to draw a conclusion. These 
kinds of answers were commonly found in the history, festival, geography and literature 
topics. 

3. Some candidates do not seem to know the research-based essay topic areas very well. 
A number of essays were seen by examiners that were on topics that are not included in 
the list of specific topic areas, eg: ‘The Three Kingdoms/Warring States Era’ as a history 
topic, ‘National Day’ as a festival topic, and ‘Singapore’ as a geography topic.

4. Writing about a traditional custom which was not associated with any traditional festival 
was found in some candidates’ answers, eg: 送禮/ 送礼, 上頭/上头.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• In Section C, the essay title is linked is to the same topic area as the reading 
comprehension in Section A. Candidates should draft their answers with wholly relevant 
information, make good use of facts and provide factual details in explanations. The 
essay structure should be clear and coherent; there should be logical connections 
between each paragraph.

• Section D is the Research-based essay which requires candidates to write up to 500 
characters. Candidates should ensure that they chose a topic area which is of interest 
to them and that it is related to one of the four specific topic areas, (modern history, 
geography of China, society and films and books). In is essential that research is linked 
directly to Chinese culture and/or society.

• Candidates are recommended to research widely and in depth around their chosen topic. 
Keeping records and a bibliography of all material consulted is essential, as is expected 
of academic research. Candidates must be reminded that this is not an exercise 
in creative writing.

• For the Research-based essay, candidates should provide a strong and well-
focused response to the question, offer consistent explanations and a substantiated 
answer which is supported by evaluation throughout - not just in the conclusion. They 
should use good knowledge to support their analysis. They should make effective links 
between paragraphs and their essay should be well-structured and organised. Factors 
will be linked and cross-evaluated.

• References should be well presented in the correct format which should be according to 
Edexcel’s sample material.

• Teachers and students should make full use of the research-based essay guide and 
the exemplar materials with commentaries, which are all available via the qualification 
page on the Edexcel website. In addition, specific questions relating to the assessment 
and the qualification can be answered via the ‘Ask the Expert’ facility, which is also 
available online. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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