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Instructions to the Invigilator

 Candidates must be allowed 15 minutes of preparation time.

 The preparation time must be immediately prior to the examination.

 The preparation time must be used to study the stimulus.

 Candidates can make notes. This can be up to a maximum of one side of A4 paper.

 Candidates must not write on the stimuli.

  Candidates must not have access to a dictionary, or other resource, during the 
preparation time.

  Any notes made during the preparation time must be kept by the centre until the 
release of results.
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Sequence of oral tests

  To avoid duplication of stimuli, candidates must be given the cards in the sequence 
and combination prescribed below.

  If you conduct more than 16 tests in a day, e.g. in the morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions, after the 16th candidate start at the beginning of the sequence 
again.

  If you are conducting tests on more than one day, start each new day at the 
beginning of the sequence.

 Candidate  Stimulus

 1 4

 2 5

 3 1

 4 7

 5 4

 6 2

 7 6

 8 8

 9 3

 10 5

 11 1

 12 7

 13 3

 14 6

 15 2

 16 8
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: LEISURE, YOUTH INTERESTS AND CHINESE FESTIVALS

Stimulus 1: Dumplings

  Dumplings are probably one of the most popular foods in the world. There are many 
kinds of dumplings, filled with meat and vegetables. 

  Dumplings are a favourite food in China, especially in Northern China. Dumplings are a 
traditional dish eaten at Chinese New Year. On Chinese New Year’s Eve the whole family 
makes dumplings together. 

 Dumplings are easy to make and delicious to eat.

 Glossary:

 Dumpling: ���

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: LEISURE, YOUTH INTERESTS AND CHINESE FESTIVALS

Stimulus 2: Chinese Martial Arts 

  Martial Arts are traditional Chinese sports which have developed over several 
thousand years. 

���� ) made some Kung Fu films which were 

stars and people still love his films.

  Now there are people of all ages around the world who practise different kinds of 
Martial Arts. China hopes that Chinese Martial Arts may become an Olympic sport in 
the future.

 Glossary:

 Martial Arts: 	
����

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: FOOD, DIET AND HEALTH

Stimulus 3: Healthy food

  People are living longer and longer nowadays. Some people live to over 100 years old 
and some are still working at 70.

  Eating healthily and doing exercise are important for a healthy life. Some people 
believe that eating less can help you to keep fit. Doctors say that the best way to lose 
weight is to exercise more, eat more fruit and vegetables and less fast food.

  People need to learn healthy eating habits when they are young. Parents and schools 
should help them by providing healthy meals.

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: FOOD, DIET AND HEALTH

Stimulus 4: Midday nap

  A proper sleep is important to one’s health. If people do not get enough sleep, they 
feel tired and unhappy and cannot concentrate on work and study.

  Doctors suggest that an average adult needs 8 hours of sleep per night. 

  In the middle of the day, people often feel sleepy after lunch. In many countries 
where the weather is hot, people will take a nap at this time. In China, students are 
encouraged to have a rest at their desk, for 10 to 30 minutes. 

 Glossary:

 Midday nap: ��

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: TRANSPORT, TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Stimulus 5: Budget airlines

  More and more people choose to use low-cost airlines to travel to other European 
cities or even Asia. Most flights are direct and cheap. 

  These airlines generally offer only economy seats. They operate on a first-come,  
first-served basis, so the earlier you arrive at the airport the better seat you get. 

  In order to keep the price low, these airlines offer a seat-only price. Passengers need to 
pay extra for their food, drink and luggage. 

 Glossary:

 First-come, first-served: �����

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: TRANSPORT, TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Stimulus 6: Crowded Great Wall

along with building more roads and hotels, tourism may cause serious damage to the 
environment and culture of a country.  

million people every year. It is so crowded at weekends and at holiday times that it is 
difficult for tourists to enjoy it.  

  In order to solve the problem, the Beijing government has recently set a limit on 
visitors to 50,000 per day.  

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

Stimulus 7: A* at A-level exams 

  In the past few years, more and more students in Britain have been getting A grades 
for A-level exams. About a quarter of A-level students now get an A grade.

  In 2010, students were able to get an A* at A-level for the first time. 

  Because so many students get A grade some famous universities now use A* to choose 
students. Students who want to go to the best universities need to work harder to get 
an A*. 

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

Stimulus 8: Voluntary work

  Many UK students spend one year after they finish school working or travelling. Some 
of them are interested in doing volunteer work in China. 

work for young people. The work includes preparing food for the pandas and cleaning 
out the pandas’ houses. The young people have the opportunity to observe and 
photograph the pandas.

  The young people have to pay £450 per week for their food and accommodation. 

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

not required).
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: LEISURE, YOUTH INTERESTS AND CHINESE FESTIVALS

Stimulus 1: Dumplings

  Dumplings are probably one of the most popular foods in the world. There are many 
kinds of dumplings, filled with meat and vegetables. 

  Dumplings are a favourite food in China, especially in Northern China. Dumplings are a 
traditional dish eaten at Chinese New Year. On Chinese New Year’s Eve the whole family 
makes dumplings together. 

 Dumplings are easy to make and delicious to eat.

 Glossary:

 Dumpling: ���

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • Have you eaten Chinese dumplings before? When and where?
 • Would you like to learn to cook? Give reasons.
 • What are your favourite festival foods? Why?
 • Talk about your favourite festivals.
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: LEISURE, YOUTH INTERESTS AND CHINESE FESTIVALS

Stimulus 2: Chinese Martial Arts 

  Martial Arts are traditional Chinese sports which have developed over several 
thousand years. 

  In the 1970s, Bruce Lee (���� ) made some Kung Fu films which were 
popular internationally and among Chinese people. He was one of the famous Kung Fu 
stars and people still love his films.

  Now there are people of all ages around the world who practise different kinds of 
Martial Arts. China hopes that Chinese Martial Arts may become an Olympic sport in 
the future.

 Glossary:

 Martial Arts: 	
����

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • What are the advantages and disadvantages of practising Martial Arts?
 • Who is your favourite actor/actress? Why?
 • What type of films or TV programmes do you like? Give details.
 • What are your hobbies? 
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: FOOD, DIET AND HEALTH

Stimulus 3: Healthy food

  People are living longer and longer nowadays. Some people live to over 100 years old 
and some are still working at 70.

  Eating healthily and doing exercise are important for a healthy life. Some people 
believe that eating less can help you to keep fit. Doctors say that the best way to lose 
weight is to exercise more, eat more fruit and vegetables and less fast food.

  People need to learn healthy eating habits when they are young. Parents and schools 
should help them by providing healthy meals.

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • What do you eat on a typical day? 
 • In your opinion, is fast food unhealthy and why?
 • What exercise do you do and how often?
 • What do you think are the best ways to keep fit and healthy?
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: FOOD, DIET AND HEALTH

Stimulus 4: Midday nap

  A proper sleep is important to one’s health. If people do not get enough sleep, they 
feel tired and unhappy and cannot concentrate on work and study.

  Doctors suggest that an average adult needs 8 hours of sleep per night. 

  In the middle of the day, people often feel sleepy after lunch. In many countries 
where the weather is hot, people will take a nap at this time. In China, students are 
encouraged to have a rest at their desk, for 10 to 30 minutes. 

 Glossary:

 Midday nap: ��

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • Do you feel that you get enough sleep? Why?
 • Do you think it is a good idea to have a midday nap? Give reasons.
 • How do you stay alert and concentrate when you are tired?
 • What other factors are important for maintaining good health?
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: TRANSPORT, TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Stimulus 5: Budget airlines

  More and more people choose to use low-cost airlines to travel to other European 
cities or even Asia. Most flights are direct and cheap. 

  These airlines generally offer only economy seats. They operate on a first-come, 
first-served basis, so the earlier you arrive at the airport the better seat you get. 

  In order to keep the price low, these airlines offer a seat-only price. Passengers need to 
pay extra for their food, drink and luggage. 

 Glossary:

 First-come, first-served: �����

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • What is the main difference between normal and low-cost airlines?
 • Some people prefer low-cost airlines. What is your opinion? 
 • How do you normally travel when going on holiday?
 • What do you do during your holidays? Give details.
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: TRANSPORT, TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Stimulus 6: Crowded Great Wall

  Tourism has become an important part of the economy of many countries. However, 
along with building more roads and hotels, tourism may cause serious damage to the 
environment and culture of a country.  

  The Great Wall is one of China’s world-famous attractions and is visited by several 
million people every year. It is so crowded at weekends and at holiday times that it is 
difficult for tourists to enjoy it.  

  In order to solve the problem, the Beijing government has recently set a limit on 
visitors to 50,000 per day.  

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • What are the problems that tourism may cause? Give examples.
 • Do you think it is a good idea to limit the number of visitors? Why?
 • In your opinion, what are the reasons that tourists are interested in visiting China? 
 • What places would you like to visit on holiday and why?
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

Stimulus 7: A* at A-level exams 

  In the past few years, more and more students in Britain have been getting A grades 
for A-level exams. About a quarter of A-level students now get an A grade.

  In 2010, students were able to get an A* at A-level for the first time. 

  Because so many students get A grade some famous universities now use A* to choose 
students. Students who want to go to the best universities need to work harder to get 
an A*. 

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • Why has A* been introduced?
 • Do you think exams are important? Why? 
 • How do you prepare for your exams? 
 • What are you planning to do after leaving school and why?
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GCE CHINESE AS

UNIT 1

TOPIC AREA: EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

Stimulus 8: Voluntary work

  Many UK students spend one year after they finish school working or travelling. Some 
of them are interested in doing volunteer work in China. 

  An organisation which looks after the Giant Panda in China has arranged volunteer 
work for young people. The work includes preparing food for the pandas and cleaning 
out the pandas’ houses. The young people have the opportunity to observe and 
photograph the pandas.

  The young people have to pay £450 per week for their food and accommodation. 

Guidance

Please respond in Chinese to the bullet points below. You are not expected to refer to the 
full content of the above.

 • State what the above article is referring to (a full summary is not required).
 • Are you interested in this programme? Why?
 • What type of voluntary work would you consider doing? Why?
 •  What are the advantages and disadvantages of doing voluntary work or a part-time 

job?
 • What are you planning to do after leaving school and why?




