Germination and tropisms  3.01


Experiment 3. Is water essential for germination?

(a) Label three containers with your initials and the letter A, B or C. Put some dry cotton wool in 

each one.

(b) Place an equal number (about 10) soaked seeds on the cotton wool in each container. 

(c) Leave A quite dry; add water to B until the cotton wool is uniformly moist; add water to C until the seeds are completely covered with water. Make sure the seeds do not float. 

(d) Replace the lids on all three containers and leave them for a week in a situation where they will all be at about the same temperature. 

(e) Draw up a table in your notebook, like the one below. 

	
	Number of seeds germinating

	A
	Dry
	

	B
	Moist
	

	C
	Covered with water
	


(f) After a week, remove the lids, count the number of seeds which have germinated in each 

container and record this number in your table. 

Experiment 3. Discussion 

1 In which containers, if any, had the seeds failed to germinate? 

2 What aspect of the conditions in the container do you think was responsible for any failure to 

germinate? 

