Germination and tropisms  1.02


Experiment 1. Discussion

1 What gases were lacking in flask A and flask B? 

2 What difference was there in the germination of the seeds in the two flasks? 

3 What seems the most likely explanation for this difference?

4 Do you have enough evidence to apply this explanation to all kinds of seeds? 

5 What experiments would you have to conduct to be able to give a confident answer to 

question 4? 

6 Why was it desirable to leave both flasks in the same conditions of temperature and illumination? 

7 What was the point of setting up the experiment in flask B as well as in flask A?

8 Why was sodium hydroxide, rather than just water, placed in flask B? 

9 Suppose it is argued that the seeds in flask A had been killed by the lack of oxygen or the presence of chemicals, how could you check on this?

10 Apart from the explanations offered in your answer to question 3 and in question 9, what other explanation could there be for the seeds' failure to germinate? How could this possibility be eliminated? 
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