Diffusion 6.02


Experiment 6. Discussion

NOTE. Assume that diffusion alone is responsible for the movements of ammonia and 

cresol red. 

Cresol red is a pH indicator, yellow in acid* and red in alkali. Ammonia is an alkali.

1 What evidence is there that the ammonia has diffused through the gelatine? 

2 What evidence is there to show that the cresol red has also diffused? 

3 Write a sentence to compare the direction and distance of diffusion in the two substances. 

4 How could you explain the fact that ammonia diffuses further in tube B than in tube A? 

5 Does the diffusion of ammonia in one direction appear to affect the diffusion of cresol red in the other direction? What evidence is there to support your answer? 

* (between pH 1.8-7.2). 

