Human senses 6.01


Experiment 6a. Binocular vision: eye dominance

(a) Keep both eyes open and hold a pen or pencil upright at arm's length.

(b) Quickly move the pencil to come exactly in line with a more distant vertical object, such as a 

window frame or lamp-post. 

(c) Close and open the left eye. 

(d) Close and open the right eye.

(e) Note any change in the apparent position of the pencil and whether it was the closure of the left or right eye which produced it. 

(f) Which eye did you use in lining up the two objects? 

Experiment 6b. Binocular vision: double vision

(a) Keep both eyes open and concentrate on the square drawn below. 

(b) Rest a finger lightly against the upper eyelid at the outer corner of your less dominant eye (Experiment 6a) and press very gently. 

(c) The two images formed by the eyes cannot now be properly correlated by the brain, and double vision results. 


