TEACHERS’ NOTES                                                                                               Food tests 6.04


Experiment 6.  Testing food for the presence of starch - preparation

Outline Food samples are crushed in water and the extract tested with iodine. 

Prior knowledge Experiment I (or knowledge of starch-iodide reaction). Heating test-tubes in 

Bunsen flames. 

Advance preparation and materials 

Food samples as indicated on p. 6.01, cut into pieces of about 1 cm3. If the teacher uses the samples suggested, there will be a range of results from no starch (apple and onion), a little starch (banana), to much starch (potato). 

If seeds are to be used, they should be soaked the day before.

iodine solution 5 cm3 per group. 

Apparatus-per group 

test-tube rack and 6 test-tubes

dropping pipette (for iodine)

6 labels or spirit marker 

6 watch-glasses (for samples) 

test-tube holder 

Bunsen burner 

test-tube brush 

Beaker for water

 small mortar and pestle

-per lab. 

one or two balances reading to nearest gram if samples are to be weighed 

