Food tests  6.02


Experiment 6 . Discussion 

I If a food sample, extracted and tested as above, gives a blue colour with iodine solution, 

can you assume that starch is present in the sample? 

2 Does the result indicate that the only food present is starch? 

3  Does the result mean that starch will be present in all samples of the same food?  

4 If the food sample, when tested, gives no blue colour, does it mean invariably that no 

starch is present? 

5 What difficulties are there in trying to answer the question, 'Do apples contain starch?' 

If you did experiment 5, answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 If, with your sample of potato, you obtained a blue colour that corresponded closely to 

your 1% result in experiment 5, why would you not be justified in saying that 1% of 

the potato sample was starch? (There are several reasons.) 

7 If the blue colour had corresponded to the 0.1 % result and the potato sample had been 

a one centimetre cube, what would you be prepared to say about the concentration of 

starch in the potato?  

What reservations would you make in giving your answer? 

