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Answer all the questions.
Cholesterol is a lipid which forms part of the structure of membranes of animal cells. It is
absorbed from food and can also be synthesised by liver cells.
Cholesterol is transported by the blood with the help of specific transport proteins to which
ccholesterol molecules become reversibly attached. These complexes of lipid and protein are
known as lipoproteins. There are three different types of lipoprotein transporting cholesterol
in the blood. The concentration of cholesterol in blood can be measured, either as the total

cholesterol, or as the amount carried by each of the different types of lipoprotein.

(a) Explain why cholesterol must be carried in the blood by proteins while glucose does not
need any transport protein.

..........................................................................................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Researchers and medical practitioners calculate the ratio of the total bloodv cholesterol
concentration (TC) to the concentration of cholesterol carried by one type of lipoprotein, called
high density lipoprotein (HDL). This ratio is called the TC : HDL ratio.

The TC : HDL ratio and the resting systolic blood pressure are both factors which are
associated with the risk of having coronary heart disease (CHD).

Systolic pressure is the pressure in the major distributing arteries when the left ventricle
contracts.

The way in which both the TC : HDL ratio and the resting systolic blood pressure are
associated with the risk of CHD, is shown in Fig. 1.1.
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(b) Using only the information in Fig. 1.1, describe the influence of the TC : HDL ratio and
the resting systolic blood pressure on the risk of developing CHD.

..........................................................................................................................................
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
..........................................................................................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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TC.: HDL ratio

Fig. 1.1
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(c) The pulse rate, systolic blood pressure and diastolic blood pressure of a man were

measured on three different days, at the same time of day, as shown in Table 1.1.

Diastolic pressure is the pressure in the major distributing arteries when the left

ventricle is relaxed.

e On day 1, the measurements were taken after the man had rested in a chair for
ten minutes.

e On day 2, the measurements were taken after he had walked quite fast for
ten minutes.

e On day 3, the measurements were taken after he had run for ten minutes.

Table 1.1
day pulse ratg/ beats systolic pressure/ diastolic pressure/
per minute kPa kPa
1 61 156.5 10.4
2 58 19.2 10.7
3 106 23.8 11.1

Using the data in Table 1.1, describe and explain the responses of the circulatory
system to the demands of exercise.

..........................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................
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Grasslands which have been left undisturbed for several years often have ant mounds. Ants
make burrows in the soil and bring fine crumbs of soil to the surface, where it accumulates
as a mound. Each mound is about 50 cm across and about 20 cm high.

Plants grow on the mounds. Ants of the type that make mounds in grassland do not feed on
plants.

A student noticed that a plant called wild thyme, Thymus drucei, seemed to be more
common on ant mounds than it was on other parts of the same grassland, not occupied by
ants.

In order to test the hypothesis that wild thyme was indeed more common on ant mounds, the
student examined all the mounds in an area of grassland about 100m by 100 m, noting
whether or not wild thyme was present.

After surveying all 47 ant mounds in the grassland, the student threw a bunch of keys,
47 times, to obtain random points on the grassland, equal in number to the ant mounds.

Each time the keys were thrown, the point where they landed was used to place a 1m?
quadrat frame. The presence or absence of wild thyme in the quadrat was noted.

The data obtained are shown in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1
number of ant mounds or quadrats with:
at least one wild thyme no wild thyme
plant present plants present
ant mound 36 11
1m? quadrat 24 23

(@) (i) What evidence is there in Table 2.1 to support the hypothesis that wild thyme is
more common on ant mounds?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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x u
(il) Describe two ways in which the survey methods could have been improved. Give a ¥

reason for each of the changes you have suggested.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

ettt e s [4]

(b) Many investigations have shown that wild thyme is indeed more common on ant
mounds. Suggest two reasons why this may be so.
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(c) Inthis question, one mark is availabie for the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar. *

A grassland, such as the one studied by the student, is an example of a community that
. may change, undergoing succession.

During succession, new ecological niches become available and some niches that were
present in the pre-existing community cease to be available. :

Explain, with the help of examples of succession, why the number of available niches
increases as succession occurs.

..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
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Quality of Written Communication [1]

[Total: 14]
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A research team was investigating the properties of a newly-discovered enzyme, the
product of which was a valuable drug.

This enzyme had been extracted from cells of a marine worm, found in the North Atlantic,
where the temperature is always close to 5 °C. All the proteins of such animals are adapted
to function at low temperatures.

Three water baths were set up at 15, 20 and 25°C. Into each bath was placed a tube
containing 1cm? of the enzyme solution and a tube containing 10cm? of concentrated
substrate solution. On reaching the required temperature, the enzyme and substrate were
quickly mixed and kept in the water bath.

There was a large excess of the substrate, so that substrate concentration was not a
limiting factor.

Samples were taken from each tube at regular intervals and the concentration of the drug in
these samples was determined. The results are shown in Fig. 3.1.
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Fig. 3.1

2806/01 Jan06

For
Examiner's
Use



Downloaded from http://\/\QMN.thepaperbank.co.uk

(a) Using Fig. 3.1,

(i) describe what happened to the concentration of the drug in the tube at 15°C;

............................................................................................................................ 2]

(b) State one factor, not mentioned in the account of the investigation, which would
have been kept constant in all the tubes for the results to be valid.

..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Fig.3.2 represents part of the primary and tertiary structure of the newly-discovered
enzyme, including its active site. The amino acids are represented by circles, which are
numbered to show their position in the primary structure.

disulphide
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substrate
molecule

hydrogen bond —_— e
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75

Fig.3.2

(d) The research team wanted to change the structure of the enzyme so that it would
function at higher temperatures to produce greater yields of the drug. They used a
technique called site directed mutagenesis. In this technique:

* single changes to the amino acid sequence of the enzyme are planned
e the gene coding for the enzyme produced by the worm is isolated

* specific changes to the gene are made, in order to achieve the planned changes to
the amino acid sequence '

¢ the modified gene is introduced into a bacterium
e  the offspring of the bacterium produce the changed enzyme molecules

() Suggest why it would be important that this procedure did not change any of the
amino acids shaded grey in Fig. 3.2.
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(i) The amino acids numbered 44 and 66 have side chains that link by hydrogen e

bonding.

Suggest why the research team might plan to replace these two amino acids with
the amino acid cysteine, which forms disulphide bonds.

..................................................................................................................................
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................................................ [2]

(e) Explain why the technique of site directed mutagenesis involves changing nucleotide
sequences.
.................................................................................................................................... [2]

[Total: 13]
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The outer surface of a plasma (cell surface) membrane incorporates glycoproteins of many

different types.

In some types of cell, some of these glycoproteins have a carbohydrate component that is a
polysaccharide. This consists of a long unbranched chain of repeating sugar units, as shown

in Fig.4.1.

The polysaccharide component extends into the tissue fluid surrounding the cells and in
some tissues links the cells together, forming part of the mechanical support for the tissue.

Fig.4.1 also shows the chemical structure of one of the component sugar units of the

polysaccharide.
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Fig.4.1
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State two ways in which the structure of the polysaccharide shown in Fig.4.1 differs
from the structure of a molecule of celiulose.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

During endocytosis, vesicles are formed from the plasma (cell surface) membrane and
pass into the cytoplasm.

Any glycoprotein that enters the cell as part of the vesicle is broken down by enzymes
in the lysosomes.

In an inherited disease called Hunter's syndrome, one of the enzymes needed to
hydrolyse the polysaccharide chains shown in Fig.4.1 is absent. Polysaccharides
remain in the lysosomes until the cells eventually die.

Many body tissues are affected by Hunter's syndrome. The different tissues are not all
affected to the same extent. Suggest an explanation for this observation.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cells from an individual with Hunter’s syndrome appear different to normal cells when
viewed with an electron microscope.

Suggest one way in which they would appear different.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Fig. 4.2 shows part of a family tree where some of the individuals have developed Hunter’s
syndrome.

family pedigree showing Hunter's syndrome

key
. = female with O = unaffected . = male with I:] = unaffected
Hunter's syndrome female Hunter's syndrome male
generation I C/L {:
1 2
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3 4 5 6
won @ O O 000
8 9 10 11 12 3 14 15

generation 1V i i 65
16 17

18

Fig.4.2

(d) By referring to numbered individuals and the relationships shown in Fig.4.2, explain
why

(i) the allele that determines Hunter’s syndrome must be recessive;

..................................................................................................................................
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(e) Sexlinkage is not conclusively shown by the family tree shown in Fig. 4.2. e

Suggest why.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(f) There are no drugs to treat Hunter's syndrome.

Suggest why a drug to treat people with Hunter's syndrome would be very difficult to
develop.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[Total: 10]
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Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow, which relate to this passage.

How fireflies light up

Fireflies are insects which have organs producing flashes of light. Fireflies are active at
night and the light flashes are an important part of their sexual behaviour.

Within their light-producing organs are tubes, filled with air, called tracheae. These tracheae

supply oxygen to light-producing cells. Fig.5.1 on an insert shows the arrangement of
light-producing cells around a trachea.

Light is produced by organelles situated well away from the surfaces of the cells nearest
the trachea.

The reaction that produces light requires both oxygen and ATP.

luciferase
luciferin + ATP + O, » oxyluciferin + phosphate + AMP + light

Lmetabolic conversion that requires reduced NAD (NADH,)

When the organ is not producing any light, the numerous mitochondria use oxygen very
fast. These mitochondria lie between the tracheae and the light-producing organelles, just
under the cell membrane, so that no oxygen is available for the oxidation of luciferin.

A flash of light is produced when nerve impulses stimulate the walls of the tracheae and the
cytoplasm of the light-producing cells, to produce nitrous oxide. Nitrous oxide diffuses
rapidly through the cells. It enters mitochondria and inhibits oxidative phosphorylation, so
the oxygen concentration increases in the cytoplasm of the light-producing cells.

Nitrous oxide is very unstable and breaks down quickly, so its effects are temporary.
An extract of crushed fireflies was found to be an extremely sensitive test for the presence
of ATP in foods, such as milk and meat. The more bacteria there are in the food, the more

light is produced, provided the mixture of food and firefly extract is well oxygenated.

Fortunately for fireflies, luciferin can be synthesised artificially and luciferase has been
produced by gene technology, using methods similar to those for producing human insulin.
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Different species of firefly often live in the same habitat. The frequency with which a
firefly flashes its light organ on and off, is a characteristic of a species.

Suggest an advantage, for fireflies, of flashing at a characteristic frequency.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(i) State the process by which oxygen reaches the light-producing organelies.

............................................................................................................................ 1]

(if) Explain why the light-producing organelles are located well away from the plasma

(cell surface) membrane.

Light-producing cells in fireflies do not divide. State three ways in which these cells
might use ATP other than in the production of light.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B erterter et R s aar SRR ettt e ettt eee e eeee e [3]

If a firefly is suddenly crushed, for example by hitting a car windscreen, it produces a
prolonged and unusually bright flash of light after which all light production ceases.

Suggest an explanation for these observations.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................

Examiner's

2808/01 Jan06 [Turn over



Downloaded from http://\yyvw.thepaperbank.co.uk

(f) A solution containing luciferin, luciferase and oxygen glows when painted onto the

surface of meat contaminated by live bacteria, but not if the meat is contaminated by
dead bacteria.

Explain this observation.

..........................................................................................................................................

(9) What substance would be extracted and purified from light-producing cells of fireflies in
order to produce luciferase by gene technology?

[Total: 13]
END OF QUESTION PAPER

2806/01 Jan06

For
Examiner's
Use



Downloaded from http://www.thepaperbank.co.uk

OCRA

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT

OXFORD CAMBRIDGE AND RSA EXAMINATIONS

Advanced GCE

BIOLOGY 2806/01
Unifying Concepts in Biology

INSERT

Tuesday 24 JANUARY 2006 Morning 1 hour 15 minutes

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
e This insert contains Fig. 5.1.

This insert consists of 2 printed pages.

4 SPA (MML 10806 4/05/CG) S98843/4

©OCR2006  [Y/100/3769] Registered Charity Number: 1066969 [TU rn over



Downloaded from http://www.thepaperbank.co.uk

1°G 614

so|jeuebio
Buionpoid-jyby
piny
enssi
B T-Te]
Buionpoid-ybi
Je
Buiuiejuoo
eayoRl)
BlpUOYooHW
uoxe

snsonu

2806/01 Jan06



