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BENGALI � UNIT 2 
 

MARK SCHEME 
 

SPECIMEN PAPERS 
 
 
 
 
 
The specimen assessment materials are provided to give centres a reasonable idea of the 
general shape and character of the planned question papers and mark schemes in advance 
of the first operational exams. 
 



 

Unit 2 
 
The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way. 
 

  % of 
A2 Marks 

AO2 
AO3 

Response to written language 
Knowledge of grammar 

75 
25 

75 
25 

 TOTAL 100 100 
 
The marks will be allocated in the following way. 
 
 AO2 AO3 

Section 1 
Section 2 
Section 3 

20 
15 
40 

 
5 

20 
 
 



 

Unit 2 
 
Section 1 � Notes for Answers 
 
 
Question 1(a) 
 

 1 mark 
 2 marks 
 - or similar 1 mark 
 - or similar (any one) 1 mark 
 - or similar (any one) 1 mark 
  1 mark 
 - or similar 1 mark 
 - or similar 2 marks 
 
 
Question 1(b) 
 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 
 
Question 1(c) 
 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 1 mark 
 



 

For Section 2 the following criteria will be used for response to written language (AO2). 
 

 Response to Written Language (AO2) 

12-15 

8-11 

5-7 

2-4 

0-1 

Very good understanding of the original and translated accurately in 
a language that has a wide range of vocabulary.  Excellent spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 
 
Shows good understanding of the original and translated in a 
language that has a wide range of vocabulary.  Accurate, with only a 
few minor errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
Shows satisfactory understanding of the original and translated in a 
language that has a limited range of vocabulary.  Errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are intrusive and affect comprehension. 
 
Shows poor understanding of the original and translated in a 
language that has a very limited range of vocabulary.  Errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar impede comprehension. 
 
Little or nothing of merit. 

 
For Section 2 the following criteria will be used for knowledge of grammar (AO3). 
 

 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 

5 

4 

3 

2 

0-1 

The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately.  
There are a few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 
Grammar is sound.  Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors 
occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures are known but success in applying them 
is inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar.  Common structures are not 
sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede 
comprehension. 

 
Total for Section 2 = 20 marks 



 

Section 3 
 
Only two questions/essays to be selected, each to be marked according to the following 
criteria. 
 
Reaction/Response  = 20 marks (AO2) 
Knowledge of Grammar = 10 marks (AO3) 
 

 Reaction/Response (AO2) 

16-20 

11-15 

6-10 

1-5 

0 

Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the 
topics/texts with a wide range of sources and evidence used.  The 
answer is relevant and is wide-ranging in its treatment of the 
topics/texts/question.  A good range of points evaluated with 
conclusions.  Clear evidence of personal reaction, well 
illustrated/justified.  Well balanced and coherent. 
 
Demonstrates sound overall knowledge and understanding of the 
topics/texts.  A good range of sources and guidance is used.  The 
answer is generally relevant to the topic/question.  Some attempt at 
evaluation and some personal reaction, not always convincingly 
justified.  Clear structure and logical progression. 
 
Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.  
Source material and evidence is not always well used.  Some 
evaluation evident, but relies on received ideas with little personal 
opinions.  Some attempts at structure.  Ideas generally not well 
supported. 
 
Demonstrates only limited knowledge and understanding of the 
topics/texts.  Limited range of sources and evidence.  Superficial 
examples.  Little relevant reaction/opinion/evaluation, generally factual 
or descriptive, lacks structure and order. 
 
The answer shows no relevance to the topic/texts/question.  A zero 
source will automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a 
whole. 

 
 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 

9-10 

7-8 

5-6 

3-4 

0-2 

The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately.  
There are a few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 
Grammar is sound.  Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors 
occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures are known but success in applying them is 
inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar.  Common structures are not 
sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede comprehension 

 



 

Notes for Answers 
 

Literary Topics 
Topic 1: Bengali Fiction 

 
Question 1(a) 
 
This question on a Bengali novel asks the candidate to write an essay on any novel by either 
Sarat Chandra Chatterji or Humayun Ahmed.  In the first part of the answer, the candidate is 
expected to give a short introduction to the plot as well as the main characters.  The 
candidate should also give relevant and important information regarding the novel including 
its setting.  In the second part, the candidate is required to give, with justification, his/her 
opinion on the novel.  
 
Question 1(b) 
 
This question is on a Bengali short story and requires the candidate to write a review of any 
anthology of Bengali short stories.  It will be expected that the candidate will provide with 
such relevant information as on the author/authors of the stories, if there is any common 
theme in these stories, when they were written, and which stories stand out.  In the second 
part of the question, the candidate is asked to make an evaluation of the story that seems to 
him/her most striking.  The candidate is expected give proper justification to his/her 
comments. 
 

Topic 2: Bengali Poetry and Plays 
 

Question 2(a) 
 
This question is on Bengali poetry.  Global in nature, it asks the candidate to discuss any two 
poems by Rabindranath Tagore or Nazrul Islam, the two most famous poets.  The candidate 
will be expected to write a critical appreciation of these two poems. The second part of the 
question demands the candidate to give his/her opinion on these poems. 
 
Question 2(b) 
 
This question is on Bengali drama.  The candidate is asked to write a brief account of the 
plot and the main characters of the play that he/she has recently seen.  The question further 
asks the candidate if he/she will recommend this play to his/her friends.  Whatever his/her 
opinion is, he/she will be expected to justify it. 
 
 



 

Non-literary topics 
 

Topic 1: Emergence of Bangladesh & Bengalis in Britain 
 

Question 3(a) 
 
The two wings of Pakistan split just 24 years after Pakistan had been created, and East 
Pakistan turned into an independent country, called Bangladesh. The question asks the 
candidate to give a brief account of the causes that led to the independence of Bangladesh.  
The candidate is further required to comment on which reason seemed to him/her to be the 
most important. He/she will be expected to justify his/her comments. 
 
Question 3(b) 
 
This question is on the Bengalis who settled in large numbers in Britain after Bangladesh 
emerged as an independent country.  It asks the candidate to write an informative account of 
the facilities and opportunities available in this country for studying Bengali.  The second part 
of the question further asks the candidate to write whether or not the expatriate Bengalis 
should learn Bengali.  He/she will be expected to justify his/her comments. 
 

Topic 2: Bengali Cinema and Music 
 

Question 4(a) 
 
This question is on Bengali cinema.  Very general in nature, this question asks the candidate 
to write a review of a Bengali movie that he/she has recently seen.  The review should 
include a brief introduction to the story and to the main characters.  In the second part of the 
question, the candidate is required to give his/her opinion on whether he/she enjoyed having 
seen the movie.  He/she will be expected to justify his/her opinion. 
 
Question 4(b) 
 
This question is on Bengali music.  It asks the candidate to give an account of the different 
genres of Bengali music.  The second part of the question requires the candidate to give 
his/her comments on which genre of Bengali music attracts him/her the most. 
 
 

Total for Section 3 = 60 marks 
Total for paper = 100 marks 




