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Introduction 
 
This document provides a commentary on two students’ responses from the 2011 BENG 1 paper. 
The paper consists of three Sections.  
 
Section 1 contains a passage of authentic, printed material in Bengali amounting to between 300 
and 350 words in total. Based on the text, a variety of questions are set which require either non-
verbal or short answers in Bengali. 
 
Section 2 contains a passage of between 100 and 120 words in Bengali for translation into 
English.  
 
Section 3 contains a short, printed stimulus in Bengali of between 50-100 words requiring a 
response in Bengali of at least 200 words. 
 
The marks are allocated in the following way. 
 
 AO2 AO3 Total 
Section 1 35 10 45 
Section 2 10  10 
Section 3 30 15 45 

 
Student 1 Commentary 
 
Section 1:  Reading Comprehension 
 
The level of comprehension is satisfactory which is evident in Question 1 (a), (d), (e) and the 
student scored only 7 out of 15. Question 2 is mainly targeted to display students’ basic knowledge 
of grammar by writing five sentences without lifting words and phrases from the text. Unfortunately 
this student showed little competence for writing sentences correctly and only scored 2 out of 5. On 
Question 3 and Question 5 the student again responded fairly badly and Question 4 was left totally 
blank. It shows that the student clearly had difficulties in understanding the text. The knowledge of 
grammar exhibited is satisfactory. Out of the 10 marks available for AO3 (Questions 1, 2 and 5) in 
Section 1, the student failed in most parts to use her own language. Consequently she was 
awarded only 5 out of 10 marks for AO3. In fact, this student scored 17 marks out of the maximum 
45 marks available.  
 
Section 2:  Translation from Bengali to English 
 
The student has demonstrated a satisfactory understanding of the text in Bengali. However, it was 
quite apparent that the student was not familiar with quite a few Bengali words and phrases 
displayed in the original text. At times, she made up her own interpretations of the text. This 
resulted in her scoring only 5 out of 10. 
 
Section 3:  Essay Writing 
 
The student is required to write a commentary on the possible qualities a friend should possess. A 
limited number of points were made, most of which were irrelevant. This question has two main 
parts which students are expected to answer. The first is expressing opinion/s about qualities a 
friend should possess. The second part of the question requires the student’s personal opinion and 
reaction on what s/he can offer to become a friend. This student often lacked a clear focus and did 
not make an attempt to illustrate the points she made in an inappropriate way. This lack of focus 
led to the actual issue of the qualities of friendship not being addressed.  This resulted in her 
scoring the bottom range of marks for response. The grasp of knowledge of grammar (AO3) 
exhibited here is very limited; attempts were made to display a few structures. However, the level 
of manipulation of structures and the number of errors made comprehension difficult. The student 
as such only achieved 5 out of 30 marks for AO2 and 3 marks for AO3. 
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Introduction 
 
This document provides a commentary on two students’ responses from the 2011 BENG 1 paper. 
The paper consists of three Sections.  
 
Section 1 contains a passage of authentic, printed material in Bengali amounting to between 300 
and 350 words in total. Based on the text, a variety of questions are set which require either non-
verbal or short answers in Bengali. 
 
Section 2 contains a passage of between 100 and 120 words in Bengali for translation into 
English.  
 
Section 3 contains a short, printed stimulus in Bengali of between 50-100 words requiring a 
response in Bengali of at least 200 words. 
 
The marks are allocated in the following way. 
 
 AO2 AO3 Total 
Section 1 35 10 45 
Section 2 10  10 
Section 3 30 15 45 

 
Student 2 Commentary 
 
Section 1:  Reading Comprehension 
 
There is no doubt that the student understood the text quite well. He answered almost all questions 
correctly apart from the multiple choice question. He answered most parts of the questions to the 
point and appropriately. On Question 2 he answered in full sentences as much as possible in his 
own language and so scored full marks there. Overall his manipulations of structures are sound. 
Attempts were made to use complex structures throughout with minor lapses. This student scored 
36 marks out of the maximum 45 marks available. 
 
Section 2:  Translation from Bengali to English 
 
The student showed a good understanding of the original text. However, there were occasions 
where the student was not quite familiar with certain Bengali words. At times, the student tried to 
interpret his own way though it was close to the original. The English used has a good range of 
vocabulary and is appropriate. 
 
This student scored 7 out of the 10 marks available. 
 
Section 3:  Essay Writing 
 
A number of good relevant points are made. The ideas have been structured logically but opinions 
are not always justified. However, the second part of the question was misunderstood by the 
student. Here instead of stating possible personal qualities, the student expressed opinions on 
what type of friend he would like. So, he was awarded 15 out of 30 for AO2. The knowledge of 
grammar (AO3) exhibited is generally good, complex structures are used comfortably, though with 
occasional lapses and minor spelling errors. This student scored 12 marks out of the maximum 15 
marks available for AO3. The total marks scored by the student for this Section was 27. 
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