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Candidate One

General Certificate of Education
Advanced Level Examination

BENGALI
Unit2 Reading and Writing

SPECIMEN PAPERS

For this paper you must have:
the text for Section 1 on an insert {enclosed)

Time allowed: 3 hours

[nstructions
* Use blue or black ink or black ball point pen.

» Fill in the boxes at the top of this page.
* Answer all questions in Sections | and 2 and two questions from

Section 3. Please note that in Section 3 you are not allowed to
answer both questions on the same topic.
* Answer the questions in the spaces provided.

* Answer in Bengali.
* Do all rough work in the answer book. Cross through any work you

do not want marked,

Information

¢ The maximum mark for this paper is 100,

® The marks for questions are shown in brackets.

* You must not use a dictionary.

e [f you need extra paper, use the Additional Answer Sheets.
. Thla\ unit is divided into three sections.

Sectionl 20 marks
Section2 20 marks
Section3 60 marks

Advice for Section 3
* You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each

answer.

* To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express
your own opinions/draw your own conclusions. At all times you
should explain and justify your answers,
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. e cmift aneny s 3t

The Bengalis living in Britain face many problems in their everyday life. The older
generation came to this country with little or no education. As a result, they find it difficult
to get any decent jobs. The life of the Bengali women is even harder. Mostly without
formal education, they have virtually no life outside the four walls of their home. On the
contrary, the younger generation have proved more successful. The are having formal
education and getting jobs. However, they have problems of a different nature. They
confront tough competition from other communities. Their ethnic background does not
help them in any way. Even if they get any jobs, these jobs are mostly low paid. They
hardly get any management work. Sometimes, they become victims of racial prejudice.
Apart from these external factors, they are also caught between two cultures, At home,
they learn traditional oriental values, but while they grow up in society, they are exposed to
western values. Consequently, they are caught between two cultures. They can neither
identify themselves completely with western culture nor can they be happy with oriental

values.
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Non-literary Topics
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The Emergence of Bangladesh and Bengalis in Britain
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Candidate Two

General Certificate of Education
Advanced Level Examination

BENGALI
Unit2 Reading and Writing

SPECIMEN PAPERS

For this paper you must have:
the text for Section 1 on an insert (enclosed)

Time allowed: 3 hours

Instructions
» Use blue or black ink or black ball point pen.

¢ Fill in the boxes at the top of this page.

o Answer all questions in Sections 1 and 2 and two questions from
Section 3. Please note that in Section 3 you are not allowed to
answer both questions on the same topic,

* Answer the questions in the spaces provided.

* Answer in Bengali.

* Do all rough work in the answer book. Cross through any work you
do not want marked.

Information

¢ The maximum mark for this paper is 100.

s The marks for questions are shown in brackets,

e You must not use a dictionary.

* If you need extra paper, use the Additional Answer Sheets.
e THis unit is divided into three sections.

Section 1 20 marks
Section2 20 marks
Section3 60 marks

Advice for Section 3

* You are strongly advised to write a plan before beginning each
answer,

* To obtain high marks you must give details and facts and express
your own opinions/draw your own conclusions. At all times you
should explain and justify your answers.

Leave blanker, . . -
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3 Rert

2. fAesa et Iray A T '

The Bengalis living in Britain face many problems in their cveryday life. The older
generation came to this country with little or no education. As a result, they find it difficult
to get any decent jobs. The life of the Bengali women is even harder. Mostly without
formal education, they have virtually no life outside the four walls of their home. On the
contrary, the younger generation have proved more successful. The are having formal
education and getting jobs. However, they have problems of a different nature. They
confront tough competition from other communities. Their ethnic background does not
help them in any way. Even if they get any jobs, these jobs are mostly low paid. They
hardly get any management work. Sometimes, they become victims of racial prejudice.
Apart from these external factors, they are also caught between two cultures. At home,
they learn traditional oriental values, but while they grow up in society, they are exposed to
western values. Consequently, they are caught between two cultures. They can neither
identify themselves completely with western culture nor can they be happy with oriental
values.
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Non-literary Topics
(NETST3 ACH TF 77, QW &7)

Topic 1
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The Emergence of Bangladesh and Bengalis in Britain
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Unit 2

3 hours
100 marks

Section 1
A passage or passages of authentic printed material in Bengali on which a variety of questions will
be set which require either non-verbal or answers in Bengali.

Section 2
A passage of approximately 150 words in English for translation into Bengali.

Section 3

Two literary and two non-literary topics will be set for study. Two alternative questions will be set
on each topic. Candidates will be expected to write at least 200 words in answer to each of two
questions in Bengali. Candidates must refer to at least one source in their answer.

The marks will be allocated in the following way.

AO2 AO3

Section 1 20

Section 2 15 5

Section 3 40 20
Section 1
20 AQ02 marks

Total for Section 1 = 20 marks

Section 2

15 AD2 marks, 5 A03 marks (see grid below)

Response to Written Language (AQ2)

12-15 Very gocd understanding of the original and translated accurately in a
language that has a wide range of vocabulary. Excellent spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

8-11 Shows good understanding of the original and translated in a language that
has a wide range of vocabulary. Accurate, with only a few minor errors in

~ spelling, punctuation and grammar.

5-7 Shows satisfactory understanding of the original and translated in a language
that has a limited range of vocabulary. Errors in spelling, punctuation and
grammar are intrusive and affect comprehension.

2-4 Shows poor understanding of the original and translated in a language that
has a very limited range of vocabulary. Errors in spelling, punctuation and
grammar impede comprehension.

0-1 Little or nathing of merit,
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Knowledge of Grammar (AOQ3)

5 The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately. There
are a few errors and these are of a minor nature.

4 Grammar is sound. Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors occur
only in the most difficult areas.

3 The grammatical structures are known but success in applying them is
inconsistent, especially in less common structures.

2 Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Commen structures are not sound and
some irregular verbs are suspect.

0-1 Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede comprehension.

Total for Section 2 = 20 marks
Sectlon 3

20 A02 marks (x2), 10 A03 marks (x2) (see grid below)

(AO2)

16-20 | Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts with
a wide range of sources and evidence used. The answer is relevant and is
wide-ranging in its treatment of the topics/texts/question. A good range of
points evaluated with conclusions. Clear evidence of personal reaction, well
ilustrated/justified. Well balanced and coherent.

11-15 | Demonstrates sound overall knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.
A good range of sources and guidance is used. The answer is generally
relevant to the topic/question. Some attempt at evaluation and some personal
reaction, not always convincingly justified. Clear structure and logical
progression.

6-10 Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts. Source
material and evidence is not always well used. Some evaluation evident, but
relies on received ideas with little personal opinion. Some attempts at
structure. Ideas generally not well supported.

1-5 Demonstrates only limited knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.
Limited range of sources and evidence. Superficial examples. Littie relevant
reaction/opinion/evaiuation, generally factual or descriptive, lacks structure and
order.

0 The answer shows na relevance to the topic/texts/question. A zero score will
automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole.

N Knowledge of Grammar (AQ3)

9-10 The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately. There are
a few errors and these are of a minor nature.

7-8 Grammar is sound. Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors accur only
in the most difficult areas.

5-6 The grammatical structures are known but success in applying them is
inconsistent, especially in less common structures.

3-4 Evidence of gaps in basic grammar. Common structures are not sound and
some irregular verbs ara suspect.

0-2 Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede comprehension.

Total for Section 3 = 30 x 2 = 60 marks
Total for Unit 2 = 100 marks
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Introduction

This document provides a commentary on two candidates’ responses from
Unit 2 BENG 2 Specimen Paper. The paper consists of three Sections.

Section 1 contains a passage or passages of authentic, printed material
in Bengali, on which a variety of questions are set which require either

non-verbal or short answers in Bengali.

Section 2 contains a passage of 150 words in English for translation into
Bengali.

Section 3 requires candidates to answer two questions in Bengali from a
choice of two literary and two non-literary topics. Candidates must write
at least 200 words and refer to at least one source in their answer to each

question.

The marks are allocated in the following way.

' .| AQZ | AO3 | Total

Section 20 20
1

Section 15 5 20
2

Section 40 20 60
3

Candidate 1

Section 1

Question 1A (Comprehension)

The candidate scored six marks out of ten. It is not apparent if the
candidate found the extract difficult or the questions - perhaps the
questions. Two of the candidate’s answers were wrong and the candidate

left one out.
Question 1B (Multiple choice question)

The candidate was required to tick the most appropriate answers. The
candidate got four marks out of five. That suggests that the candidate
understood the extract quite well.

Question 1C (Finding the appropriate word/phrase from the
extract)

The candidate was able to find only two out of five. That suggests that
while the candidate understood the general meaning of the extract, the
candidate possibly did not recognise some words/phrases. -
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Section 2
Question 2 (Translation from English into Bengali)

The candidate generally understood the text, but did not complete the
task. While the candidate is familiar with sentence structure and has an
acceptable range of vocabulary, the candidate found it demanding to
apply the rules of grammar with any great degree of success. Spelling
was also quite inaccurate. Consequently, a mark of eight out of twenty
was awarded.

Section 3 (Essays)

The candidate chose Question 1B and Question 4A. While Question 1B
asked the candidate to write about the best short-story in a collection
they had read, the latter chose to write about a novel. Strictly speaking,
it was, thus, an infringement of the rubric. The candidate, moreover,
chose an English novel. Although the rubric does not specify the language
in which the short-story Is written, it is implied that the candidate would
write about a Bengali short-story, rather than an English novel. Moreover,
the candidate was supposed to have written the essay in at least 200
words. However, there were only 103 words. As a result, the candidate
was awarded a mark of seven out of thirty. The second question on
writing about a play that the candidate watched was slightly longer than
the first essay. It also showed that the candidate had really watched the
play. However, the candidate hardly gave any personal opinion and any
reaction. The candidate was awarded a mark of sixteen out of thirty.

Thus this candidate obtained a total mark of 43 out of a possible 100.

Candidate 2
Section 1
Question 1A (Comprehension)

This candidate achieved nine marks out of ten and that shows that they
understood both the extract and the question.

Question 1B (Multiple choice question)

It is unfortunate, however, that in spite of the candidate’s understanding,
only two marks out of five were scored.

Question 1C (Finding the appropriate word/phrase from the
extract)

The candidate was able to find only two out of five. This was
disappointing given the fact that they correctly answered almost all the
comprehension questions.
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Section 2
Question 2 (Translating from English to Bengali)

The candidate made it obvious that they had understood the text. They
also translated the passage in full. The candidate, however, used a
number of English words, as they could not replace them with the Bengali
equivalents. The candidate’s spelling was inconsistent. The candidate is
familiar with a range of sentence structures. A mark of 13 out of 20 was
awarded.

Section 3 (Essays)

The candidate chose two questions: 3B and 4A. Question 3B was on the
facilities available for learning Bengali in Britain and the necessity thereof.
Although the introduction was quite irrelevant, the candidate later put
forward adequate information, including the difficulties faced by the
learner. The candidate also gave their opinion quite emphatically as to
why the learning of Bengali was necessary. There were some inaccuracies
in the language, but the candidate proved that they had a wide range of
vocabulary. The candidate was given a mark of twenty-three for this
question. The second essay on a Bengali play was better than the first, in
the sense that it did not contain irrelevant material. It had both enough
information and an analysis thereof. Moreover, the candidate clearly
expressed an opinion on whether they liked the play and why they
thought it was good. The essay showed that the candidate had an
extensive vocabulary and a sound knowledge of sentence structure. A
mark of twenty-four out of thirty was awarded.

The candidate was awarded a total mark of seventy-three out of a
possible 100.
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