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The following responses are not ‘model’ answers, but are intended to illustrate the 
application of the mark scheme for this unit.  These responses should be read in conjunction 
with the ARCH2 Question Paper, Sources Booklet and Mark Scheme.  
 
Copies of the paper and are available from e-AQA or the AQA Archaeology Department. 
 
E-mail: archaeology@aqa.org.uk  
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Candidate 1 
 
Section B 
 
10 Explain how an understanding of site formation processes can enhance knowledge 

of sites such as Boxgrove.   (30 marks) 
 

 
 
 
Examiner’s Comments 
 
A weak response. The candidate shows no real awareness of site formation processes. It is 
possible to give some credit for discussion of development of tools, but little else.  

L1 / 3 marks 
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Candidate 2 
 
Section B 
 
11 How useful are desk-top research and pre-excavation techniques when preparing to 

excavate a site such as Boxgrove that until recently was deeply buried? (30 marks) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
A very good response. Extensive coverage of both desk-top and pre-excavation techniques. 
Several good examples cited. There is even an attempt to consider strengths and 
weaknesses of the various techniques and their relevance to Boxgrove is broached.   

L5 / 30 marks 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Archaeology / ARCH2 (Section B) Examiner Responses / Version 1.0 
 

  
klm Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 7

Candidate 3 
 
Section B 
 
9 Boxgrove is a research project.  Using examples, explain the similarities and 

differences between rescue and research projects.   (30 marks) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
A good response. Covers both research and rescue, supplies examples of both and does 
attempt to structure around similarity and difference. Might be more precise in use of 
technical language and could cover more ground. Tendency to see excavation as being 
driven solely by artefact retrieval.  
   L4 / 22 marks 
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Candidate 4 
 
Section B 
 
9 Boxgrove is a research project.  Using examples, explain the similarities and 

differences between rescue and research projects.   (30 marks) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Archaeology / ARCH2 (Section B) Examiner Responses / Version 1.0 
 

  
klm Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 11

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Archaeology / ARCH2 (Section B) Examiner Responses / Version 1.0 
 

  
12  Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.  klm

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Archaeology / ARCH2 (Section B) Examiner Responses / Version 1.0 
 

  
klm Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 13

 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Archaeology / ARCH2 (Section B) Examiner Responses / Version 1.0 
 

  
14  Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.  klm

Examiner’s Comments 
 
A very good response.  Recognises that the importance of excavation lies in being able to  
answer questions. Covers rescue and research, but only has exemplars for research.  

L5 / 25 marks 
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Candidate 5 
 
Section B 
 
11 How useful are desk-top research and pre-excavation techniques when preparing to 

excavate a site such as Boxgrove that until recently was deeply buried? (30 marks) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
A sound response. A number of points are made about desk-top and pre-excavation 
techniques. Does not use exemplars and not much detailed development offered. 

L3 / 13 marks 
 
 




