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SOURCES  FOR  USE  IN  ANSWERING  QUESTIONS  IN  SECTION  A

Introduction:  Boxgrove

The Lower Palaeolithic site of Boxgrove is located in a gravel quarry to the east of Chichester, West 
Sussex (Photograph 1 and Maps 1 and 2).  Research in the area was begun in 1984.  A hominid shin 
bone belonging to the species Homo heidelbergensis was found in 1993, and a tooth belonging to the 
same species in 1995.  These discoveries were of particular signiÞ cance due to their undisturbed 
context, and the presence in the same deposits of in-situ processed animal remains and stone tools.

Analysis of faunal and geological evidence suggests that the site at Boxgrove dates from about 
500 000 years ago, making it amongst the earliest sites of human activity in Europe.

Glossary:
Hominid = early human ancestor

Photograph 1  Aerial view of the gravel quarries, looking east
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Figure 2   Fish bones found during the Boxgrove excavations

Scale bars under a�d are 0.5 mm
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Figure 3   Drawing of a handaxe from Q1B excavation
NB  This is not the same handaxe as shown in Figure 4

1 cm
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Figure 4  Photographs of a handaxe from Q1A excavation  
NB  This is not the same handaxe as shown in Figure 3

Scale boxes have 1 mm divisions
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