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WAAO1 1901 EXAMINER REPORT

Introduction:

This is the 4th exam of the WAAOQ1. The paper is fair and comparable to
previous exam of this specification. It was clear that students are more familiar
with this type of exam and their exam techniques improved noticeably. The
quality of language was much better than previous seasons, and so was the
performance generally. The students seem to benefit from accessing past
papers and the SAM.

In general candidates did much better in the 1901 series than in the 2018
summer exam. The most common mistakes are related to verb conjugation
and the lack of knowledge of basic Arabic grammar.

Question 3:

This is a gap filling question. Candidates were given a text with gaps to be filled
using words from the words provided. The text is about environment, which is
one of the topics in the spec. Many candidates responded positively to this
question with few mistakes. Most candidates managed to answer this question
correctly and got the full marks, yet some candidates seem not to have the
knowledge of grammar or the vocabulary because they used words to fill the
gaps which do not make any sense, for example; use a verb when they should
use a noun.

Question 4:

This is a comprehension question where candidates read a text and answer
short question. The text was clear, and questions were to the point.
Candidates did generally well in this question. However, in question 4 (c), we
noticed that some candidates tended to copy the whole paragraph which
includes the right answer; such behaviour suggests that the concerned
candidate was not sure about the right answer and would not want to take the
risk while pushing the examiner to allocate the full mark for him/her. (in this
case no mark would be awarded).



In 4(c) many candidates answered 4 (i) as "<isles 5 (38l LLL" 35 one point,
then tried to add whatever possible answer for 4(ii). Only a few candidates
mentioned (¢ sl cialia 3 88) though it is the most obvious as it is the
starting point.

Some candidates did not answer questions 4(d) and 4(e) correctly. With
regards to 4(d) most of the candidates were not able to distinguish between
the two ways of payment and missed one mark.

Question 5:

This is a grammar question based on text 4 used for the comprehension.
Candidates had to use the word given between brackets to re-write the
sentence in a correct grammatical form without changing the meaning of the
sentence. This is a high-level question and the most challenging question which
unfortunately revealed that many candidates if not most had problems with
grammar and how-to re-word the sentence without losing its original meaning.
Only a few of them got a full mark. Many candidates responded correctly to
5(d) and 5(j); however, they struggled with many other questions. | do think
that the reason behind it could be their weakness in grammar and writing
style, i.e.

a5 A instead of (Us3) osill JLidl e
A o mdainstead of (1s=daY sl ) (Slgo jan g cas Al Jlidly Ll a5ty o

In 5a many candidates did not use the verb in its passive form as required.

5e many candidates did not manipulate the sentence correctly and the verb &
was left in the masculine form after the plural (335_<)) instead of (A& sl <),

5f- many candidates used negative particles incorrectly with the verb.

5g- most candidates failed to apply the grammar of J\S correctly instead of
writing JWd) dla (S5l they often wrote YL <l (S ol

5i- many had many mistakes in this sentence like using a feminine verb (&%)
referring to the word <kl 3L ) instead of (aesY! aé)



Question 6:

This is another grammar question which should be familiar to students, as this
type of testing is used in the GCE exams. Seems to be understood by most of
them; however, candidates need to be advised on how to put the vowel on the
right place on the letter, not to forget to vocalise the “ J” too. Few candidates
tended to vocalise the last letter in the word only and get it right which
suggests that they are capable of vocalising positively the other letters. Some
candidates got one or two marks by guessing.

Question 8:

Candidates had to write an article ( 240- 280 words), about the benefits and
the problems that we encounter today in using the mobile phone’s camera.
Normally, this would be the most challenging question in the paper because it
requires the candidates to use connective and impactive phrases whilst making
the essay continuous and coherent.in this exam candidates seem to relate well
to the topic of the question Candidates had to make sure that they had
covered all the bullet points mentioned in the question to attain the highest
possible marks in this question. Most candidates covered all or most of the
needed information but unfortunately some only covered a few of the
required information. In this series - unlike the 2018 summer exam - not many
candidates made the mistake of writing above the required number of words
(240-280). This for sure was an improvement from last year’s exam.

On average, many candidates answer Q8 successfully, however some
candidates were very good in communicating their ideas and got a high mark
on quality of language, but they did not expand on the subject content i.e.
Advantages and Disadvantages of using a mobile phone camera; therefore,
they missed marks on content and communication part.

Advice to centres:

e Centres are advised to remind the candidates to write clearly and to
write in black pen.

e Centres are also reminded to use past papers, mark scheme and
examiner’s reports

e Paying attention to rubric is strongly recommended.



