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Introduction

In this examination, candidates were required to demonstrate advanced level communication skills
and understanding of standard Arabic. They had to read and respond to a variety of authentic texts
and accurately transfer meaning from English into Standard Arabic.

Candidates were also required to produce two Arabic language essays in response to questions
related to their chosen topic(s) and text(s), promoting research and a greater knowledge and
understanding of Arabic culture and society.

Section A was a comprehension task, and answers to each question were to be extracted from the
text. A large number of candidates achieved high marks in this section. Those who did not, lost
marks due to omitting questions or not reading the text fully, and did not give themselves time to
understand it. Candidates were not penalised for grammar or spelling errors.

Section B was a translation task: candidates were asked to translate the meaning of an authentic
English text of approximately 100 words into Arabic. The majority of candidates achieved this
section successfully; however, they should use a variety of texts for translation practice to develop
skills.

Section C was divided into categories: Topics and Text. There were six questions (or sets) in two
parts, ‘a’ and ‘b’. Candidates must answer only ‘a’ or ‘b’, from two separate questions of their
choosing. Answering ‘a’ and 'b' on the same question was equivalent to producing only one essay
and thereby losing a minimum of 24 marks; this was explained in the specification and on the front
of every question paper.
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Question 1

These were the comprehension questions, based on a 200-word extract from an authentic Arabic
article discussing the influence of television on Arab society and culture. A total of 14 marks was
available; each sub-question part, i.e. (i) (ii) (iii) was worth one mark.

The majority of candidates responded to this question positively. More able candidates answered
all of the questions, although some found Question 1(f) and 1(g) a greater challenge. A more able
response demonstrated fluency and a strong command of Arabic.

Although it has been observed that a common barrier for some candidates was a poor level of
spelling and grammar skills, these were not examined in this section: all marks were given for
extracting the relevant information to answer the questions.

It was stated in the section's instructions that candidates should answer the questions directly from

the text, which meant that a candidate-generated response (or point of view) was not acceptable in
this section.
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Question 2

This question was a translation task: candidates were asked to translate the meaning of an
authentic English text of approximately 100 words about a school survey on candidate wellbeing
into Arabic. The majority of candidates achieved this question successfully; however, candidates are
encouraged to use a variety of texts for translation practice to develop skills.

Most candidates were able to transfer the meaning of the majority of the passage, with challenges

found with a number of key words and phrases such as "survey", "education authority",
"oppressive" and "strict".
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SECTION B: Translation

Passage 2
Question 2

Translate the following passage and the title into Arabic.
You do not need to vocalise your translation.

Student Wellbeing Survey

The Education Authority has received some complaints suggesting the school is oppressive. After
conducting research interviews, we disagree because, for example, one student said “I look forward
to attending school because we learn new things, and | get to see all my friends. We enjoy chatting
and joking at lunch. The meals change each day, and are always delicious. My teachers are strict but
fair: they reward us when we work hard and help in the classroom. I'm also a member of two clubs:
The Young Scientists and the football team. | hope university will be similar”.

L E AN (Be e X s b d) L Al B 8
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Examiner Comments

This example gained a full mark, with a close to full
accurate translation, showing confidence and
broad vocabulary.

4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Wider reading to broaden vocabulary will help
candidates to express themselves and improve
accuracy.
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Question 3 (a)

The Culture and Social topics produced very good responses but some candidates found it difficult
to substantiate statements and discussions in their chosen topic. The text (literary) questions
resulted in some excellent essays, yet still some candidates forgot to answer the question, and
instead, wrote a generic narrative of the novel or the film adaptation.

It has also been observed that a number of candidates neglected to follow the clear instructions
provided, and exceeded the word count limits by over 100%. Instead of keeping to the 350 limit,
they wrote an essay of 700 words. Not only was this a waste of time, but also it indicated a lack of
essay planning. The answer booklet is well designed and provides more than enough space to
answer each question fully, for maximum rewardable marks. Candidates should never need extra

pages.

A good example where the candidate has to explain the social, economic and political influences of
war’s outcome on one Arab country, with an evaluation of strengths and weaknesses for the
chosen Arab nation.
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Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) ¥
Question 4(a) £
Question 5(a) (3
Question 6(a) 3
Question 7(a) (3
Question 8(a) (3

Question 3(b) E3
Question 4(b)
Question 5(b) E1
Question 6(b) I
Question 7(b) E3
Question 8(b) £

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The lost marks were due to missing points, and the
flow of writing is disturbed on occasion. 22 out of
28 marks. 10C 80D 4QL

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Essay planning such as a mind map will train
candidates to give themselves guidance and
structure to produce a logical and well-balanced
essay.
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Question 4 (a)

The candidate should write about an official awards for services for a nation. When candidates
chose an appropriate award such as Egypt's "Collar of the Nile" the highest official prize that can be
bestowed on a citizen, the essay was usually well developed and logical. Common mistakes
occurred when the candidate was not aware of any state prizes or awards and instead wrote about
school prizes or reality TV competitions for singing or other variety entertainments; these essays
were not rewardable as they did not answer the question.

Question 4 (b)

The candidates should write only about museums in an Arab country, such as the Kuwaiti Scientific
Centre and the museum's impact of the local population and culture. Mistakes were made by
candidates when they chose museums outside of the Arab world which perhaps contained
artefacts from an Arab country such as the British Museum or Louvre and their collections of
Babylonian masterpieces of sculpture and technology.
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Question 5 (a)

A highly popular and successful question for the majority of candidates who chose it. Candidates
were able to reflect deeply on the impact of "home delivery" popularity and discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of the service from a broad spectrum of viewpoints.

The candidate should produce a logical and substantiated presentation of more than one opinion
including their own in response to the stimulus “Equality between men and women” as a popular
slogan used within the social sphere of the Arab world.

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(b) £
Question 4(b) 3

Question 3(a) £1
Question 4(a) [

Question 5(a) ®
Question 6(a) 1
Question 7(a) [
Question 8(a) 3

Question 5(b) £3
Question 6(b) 3
Question 7(b) 3
Question 8(b) 3

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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< Examiner Comments

The candidate has presented an account that
demonstrates good knowledge of the issues
involved, yet did not fully develop every point
mentioned, and the conclusion did not reflect the
whole essay. 24 out of 28 marks. 12C 80D 4QL

Candidates should choose a topic that shows more
than one viewpoint, as this allows more
exploration of the question.

Question 5 (b)

Many candidates were attracted to this question, and it stimulated both logical and passionate
views on equality between men and women in the Arab world. The candidates were able to
demonstrate both current and historical references, discussing both cultural and religious
influences. Essays often produced more points of view and also provided solutions to social
challenges surrounding the topic.
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Question 6 (a)

The Thief and the Dogs question is popular year on year, yet the same major mistakes are made
from many who choose to answer it. Candidates should be encouraged to focus on the question
directly, as so many actually ignore the question and simply write a summary of the story. This is
not rewardable as the question changes each year, and will never ask for a simple summary of the
story. Further errors commonly occur when the candidate has relied on the film version of the story
which is profoundly different from the novel. This puts candidates at a disadvantage when entering
the exam, and is unfortunately attractive to less able candidates who seem to assume that the
question can be answered easily with a very simplified summary of the film.

Question 6 (b)

The Thief and the Dogs question is also popular year on year, yet the same major mistakes are
made from many who choose to answer it. Candidates should focus on answering the question
directly, as so many actually ignore the question and simply write a summary of the story. This is
not rewardable as the question changes each year, and will never ask for a simple summary of the
story or a summary or Nour's character storyline.
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Question 7 (a)

This question was popular and successfully answered by the majority of candidates, they were able
to present the fable and the moral behind it with general success and development.

Question 7 (b)

This question is the same each year, to discuss one of the fables, for a given theme. This year's
theme was "Greed and Misery". Common mistakes occurred when candidates tried to change the
moral of a previous year's story to fit with the current theme. No rewardable marks were given for
these attempts.
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Question 8 (a)

The Lamp of Umm Hashim question is popular year on year, yet the same major mistakes are
made from many who choose to answer it. Candidates should focus on answering the question
directly, as so many actually ignore the question and simply write a summary of the story. This is
not rewardable as the question changes each year, and will never ask for a simple summary of the
story. Further errors commonly occur when candidates have obviously relied on the film version of
the story which is profoundly different from the novel. This puts candidates at a disadvantage when
entering the exam, and is unfortunately attractive to less able candidates who seem to assume that
the question can be answered easily with a very simplified summary of the film.

Question 8 (b)

This Lamp of Umm Hashim question is also popular year on year, yet the same major mistakes are
made from many who choose to answer it. Candidates should focus on answering the question
directly, as so many actually ignore the question and simply write a summary of the story. This year
almost 20% of candidates were able to successfully answer the question directly by love and hatred
in the novel.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

* The most important issues that candidates must address are grammar and spelling. Often, there
were responses where even basic grammar was non-existent; for example, plural, dual, verb
conjugations, use of preposition words (if, but, for, etc).

* The Specification provides a list of all of the essential grammar for GCE Arabic. To train
candidates for spelling proficiency, perhaps dictation could be incorporated into lessons. The
benefits will be correct spelling and phonetic awareness. Candidates should be able to

. . [ CRCINS N TP RS
differentiate between &5l r-0a-53 ate,

* Handwriting is a continuing issue each year. Candidates need to improve the clarity of their
writing. Candidates are advised that the spaces provided in the answer booklet are more than
enough to produce an appropriate response. Candidates who have familiarity with Urdu or Farsi
must be aware that Arabic cannot be written in the same style, the origins of the languages are
very different and can negatively affect word and sentence construction in addition to legibility
issues.

¢ Candidates should follow all instructions provided, including the exclusive use of black ink pens.
The use of corrective fluid (e.g. Tipp-Ex or Liquid Paper) is strictly not allowed and crossing-out
should be limited to a single, neat line through the intended word or sentence.

* The specification is clear, has enough information, and it should be followed accordingly. In

addition, past papers are made available for effective preparation, to avoid the same mistakes
being repeated by candidates.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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