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Introduction

In this qualification candidates were required to demonstrate advanced level communication
skills and understanding of standard Arabic, reading and responding to a variety of authentic
texts and accurately to transfer meaning from English into Standard Arabic. Candidates
must also produce two Arabic language essays in response to questions related to their
chosen topic(s) and text(s), promoting research and a greater knowledge and understanding
of Arabic culture and society.

Section A was a comprehension task, and answers to each question should be extracted
from the text. A large number of candidates achieved high marks in this. Those who did
not, lost marks due to omitting questions or not reading the text fully and did not give
themselves time to understand it. The average candidate was not penalised for grammar or
spelling errors.

Section B was a translation task: candidates transfer the meaning of an authentic English
text of approximately 100 words into Arabic. The majority of candidates achieved this
section successfully; however, teachers should use a variety of texts for translation practice
to assist candidates to develop skills.

Section C was divided into categories: Topics and Text. There were six questions (or sets)

in two parts, ‘a’ and 'b’. Candidates must answer only ‘a’ or 'b’, from two questions of their
choosing. Answering ‘a’ and ‘b’ of one question resulted in a loss of marks equivalent to
producing only one essay; this was explained in the specification and on the question paper.

The Culture and Social topics produced very good responses but some candidates found it
difficult to substantiate statements and discussions in their chosen topic.

The text questions resulted in some excellent essays, yet still some candidates forgot to
answer the question and instead wrote a narrative of the novel or the film adaptation.
Teacher should ensure that candidates are trained on how to respond effectively to the
questions, and avoid these errors.

It has also been observed that a humber of candidates neglected to follow the clear
instructions provided, and exceeded the word count limits by over 100%. Instead of keeping
to the 350 limit, they wrote an essay of 700 words. Not only was this a waste of time,

but also it indicated a lack of essay planning and experience of mock exam practice. The
answer booklet is well designed and is more than enough to answer each question fully for
maximum rewardable marks. Candidates should never need extra pages.
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Question 1
Section A: Reading and Writing.

These were the comprehension questions, based on a 200-word extract from an authentic

Arabic magazine article discussing the consequences of a chaotic market on the local areas
and individuals. A total of 14 marks was available; each sub-question part (ie (i) (ii) (iii) )

was worth one mark except Question (Q) 1 (g), which was two marks.

The majority of candidates responded to this question positively. Excellent candidates
answered all of the questions, although a large humber found it difficult to meet the
challenge of Q1 (g). A good response demonstrated fluency and a strong command of
Arabic.

Although it has been observed that a common barrier for some candidates was a poor level
of spelling and grammar skills, these were not examined in this section: all marks were
given for extracting the relevant information to answer the questions.

It was stated in the section's instructions that candidates should answer the questions from
the text, which meant no inference or personal views.
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This answer achieves a mark that reflects a good understanding of the text but highlights
areas for improvement for future responses.
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(Total for Question 1 = 14 marks)

(i)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate misunderstands the question and only
answers half of Q1 (g) by giving one reason instead of two.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Read the text carefully and when answering
each sub-question make sure that the
response is fulfilling its requirements.
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This response demonstrates a very good mark that reflects not only an excellent
understanding of the text, but also provides an example of common avoidable errors.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved also most full marks,
including the more challenging questions ie Q1 (g).

They did not receive a full score due to a confusion
between the Arabic terms for "three times" and
"Tuesday"iJadlels = &dles.

13 marks

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Remember to check the context and location
of words, if unsure of the meaning.
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Question 2
Section B: Translation

Q2 required the student to transfer accurately the meaning of a 100-word passage from
English into Arabic, showing awareness of nuance and idiom, with a range of structure.

‘Almond Oil Soap' explained the traditional process of producing almond oil soap and its
benefits. Responses were generally good, with accurate translations much of the time.
Common errors were mainly with the transmission of some parts of the text, a lack of

flow and/or grammatical, structural and lexical mistakes. However, a significant number of
candidates was unable to translate the word "Almond" accurately, often using other types of
nuts and foods eg walnut, hazelnut, sunflower seeds, olives, coconuts or even transliterating
the English term into Arabic script. A few candidates also had difficulty with the word
"Soap", and translated it as "Soup", and "Oil" as "fat" or "cream".

There was some evidence of a lack of practice with past papers, not following instructions,
and some candidates did not translate the title and wasted time with vocalisations.

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01
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This sample demonstrates an excellent transfer of meaning from English into standard
Arabic, gaining full marks.

SECTION B: Translation
Question 2

Translate the following passage including the TITLE into Arabic.
You do not need to vocalise your translation.

Almond Oil Soap

Almond oil soap is considered to be one of the best soaps ever made and is popular across the Arab
world. Almonds are collected from local trees in early August until late September to produce the
oil, from which the soap is made. When soaps are made in general, oils are usually boiled with herbs
and natural chemicals. The hot liquid is then cooled and dried, sometimes for several months. Later,
large blocks of fresh soap are cut and stamped with the maker's name and symbol. Many Arabs like
almond soap because it is good for the skin and has a beautiful fragrance.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate translated the English passage
successfully into Arabic.

The style, vocabulary and sentence construction all
suggested an authentic Arabic text with natural nuance.

10 marks

Examiner Tip

When the translation is of high quality,
the flow of the writing is smooth.
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This sample demonstrates good skills for transfer of meaning, but with a few errors in
structure and grammar.

SECTION B: Translation
Question 2

Translate the following passage including the TITLE into Arabic.
You do not need to vocalise your translation,

Almond Oil Soap

Almond oil soap is considered to"ﬁ;:e of the best soaps ever made and is popular across the Arab
world. Alimonds are collected from local trees in early August until late September to produce the
oil, from which the soap is made. When soaps are made in general, oils are usually boiled with herbs
and natural chemicals. The hot liquid is then cooled and dried, sometimes for several months. Later,
large blocks of fresh soap are cut and stamped with the maker's name and symbol. Many Arabs like
almond soap because it is good for the skin and has a beautiful fragrance.
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Examiner Comments

A common error from candidates was the translation
of Almond as found in this example, where the Arabic
term for Walnut has been used 1Uzy).

7 marks

Examiner Tip
Candidates must practice and enrich their vocabulary list and
read contemporary texts from newspapers and magazines.

Make sure when translating the text to look again, focussing
on the construction of sentences, spelling and grammar.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were required to compare and contrast any Arab country of their choice
politically, economically and socially, before and after independence.

Overall, most responses were good, with generally accurate references to actual historical
events. However, some candidates misunderstood independence with governmental regime
change or other revolutions. Others chose non-Arabic states such as Iran. The most
common loss of marks was observed from candidates who did not cover the three areas of
focus sufficiently - political, economic and social effects.
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The candidate has chosen an ideal country to discuss the effects of independence, and refers
accurately to actual events and influences, with a balanced and reflective structure.

Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (#)
and then indicate your new question with a cross ().

You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) ®
Question 4(a) I
Question 5(a) £J
Question 6(a) [
Question 7(a) [
Question 8(a) [J

Question 3(b) [J
Question 4(b) [
Question 5(b) £
Question 6(b) [
Question 7(b) ]
Question 8(b) LI

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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This is an interesting choice by the candidate, )
with evidence of strong background knowledge. It is recommended that the

Note how the comparisons have been presented revised thoroughly during preparation.
and the quality of personal reflections.

24 marks

N\

Examiner Tip

grammatical list from AS Arabic is
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Question 3 (b)

This was a less popular question amongst candidates. The topic required a discussion about
the impact of a chosen cash crop (eg cotton, wheat, sugarcane, coffee, dates or gum-
Arabic) on the lives of local citizens - impacts such as access to education, quality of life and
wider influences.

The candidate chooses one crop (Olives) and discusses the significance of its tree and the
positive effects the production has on the lives and economy of the local populations.

Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ()
and then indicate your new question with a cross ().

You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) £
Question 4(a) &
Question 5(a) [J
Question 6(a) [J
Question 7(a) [

Question 8(a) [

Question 3(b) X
Question 4(b) [
Question 5(b) [J
Question 6(b) 1
Question 7(b) [J
Question 8(b) [J

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The essay demonstrates excellent knowledge, with logical
progression and relevant independent points of view.

The quality of language and structure is consistently high
and clear for the reader.

28 marks

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Read the question, understand it and make
sure that the answer addresses the topic.

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01




Question 4 (a)

Many candidates enjoyed answering this question because it provided an opportunity to
express themselves about any Arabic TV series that they had watched, with their opinions of
the social and historical impact or cultural influence the programme had/has on the viewers.

Some candidates found it difficult to choose a TV series and used an imaginary series. As
a result, obviously candidates had difficulty in analysing its impact on society, even when
compared with less able candidates who had used genuine Arabic programmes.

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01
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The most popular choice of TV series was an historical Syrian drama called Bab Al-Hara. The
common themes explored in the programme were shared by most of the candidates who

chose it.
Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer ().
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (#)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X).
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.
Chosen Question Number:
r— Question 3(a) [J Question 3(b) [
— Question 4(a) X Question 4(b) £
o Question 5(a) [ Question 5(b) £J
— Question 6(a) [ Question 6(b) £
e Question 7(a) [ Question 7(b) £
o Question 8(a) [ Question 8(b) [

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This sample demonstrates a very good quality essay,
with high quality of language and clear structure.

25 marks

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to read the question carefully and
plan the essay before writing. They should include all
of the requirements of the question.
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Question 4 (b)

This question yielded a large variety of excellent responses, and proved popular with
candidates of all attainment levels.

Most candidates chose either patriotic or romantic songs, providing good arguments for the
song’s importance and role with its Arab audience.

The best essays captured the significance of the lyrics or music of a song to important
events or one’s mood, and the popular uses of the chosen piece.
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Put a cross in the box indicating the SECOND question you have chosen to answer (X)).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (%)
and then indicate your new question with a cross ().

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) Question 3(b) (3 \ v
Question 4(a) [ Question 4(b) & | |
Question 5(a) £J Question 5(b) E£J
Question 6(a) £J Question 6(b) 3
Question 7(a) £J Question 7(b) &1
Question 8(a) 3 Question 8(b) £7 ©

Answer space for your SECOND essay
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Examiner Comments

Though quality of language is generally adequate, limited essay planning
produces a confused structure, which does not convey ideas effectively.

13 marks
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Question 5 (a)

The quality of essays written for this question was generally high, with emphasis on the
social problems experienced as a consequence of unemployment and poverty, illegal drugs,
family conflict, divorce or the financial difficulties of marrying.

Many responses generated logical arguments and thoughtful considerations, providing
evidence of wider knowledge of Arab social issues.

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01 31



A high-quality response demonstrating a very knowledgeable candidate, with excellent
discussions and independent points of view.

32

Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer (),
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (#)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X)).

You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) [
Question 4(a) [
Question 5(a) X
Question 6(a) [
Question 7(a) [
Question 8(a) [J

Question 3(b) [
Question 4(b) [
Question 5(b) 3
Question 6(b) [
Question 7(b) [J
Question 8(b) [J

Answer space for your FIRST essay

.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
The candidate takes a logical and mature approach to the serious topic.

25 marks

Examiner Tip

Teachers should conduct lessons that explore current
trends and issues for youth culture. This will help empower
candidates with more developed ideas and analysis.
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Question 5 (b)

This question proved hugely popular with candidates, and responses generally achieved high
marks.

Most candidates provided good-quality arguments and substantiation for their personal
opinion. Interesting and very relevant insights were generated, suggesting that candidates
were well-motivated.
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A typical example of a high quality response with genuine concern for the issue raised by
the question.

Chosen Question Number:
Question 3(a) 1 Question 3(b) [
Question 4(a) £ Question 4(b) [
Question 5(a) (& Question 5(b) &
Question 6(a) £ Question 6(b) #&
Question 7(a) 3 Question 7(b) I
Question 8(a) £J Question 8(b) I

Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (%)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X).

You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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%Examiner Cc;l:lis Q Resunsplus

. Examiner Tip
Note the extremely clear and effective _
organisation of the essay and the Remember to read the question carefully.

progressive nature of the ideas expressed. Do not forget that, when answering a
question, the six key considerations are
26 marks Who, What, Where, When, Why and How.
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Question 6 (a)

“The Thief and the Dogs” was written by the Nobel Prize winning novelist, Nagiub Mahfouz,
and explores social and political issues.

The question required candidates to explore and analyse the spiritual relationship between
Sheikh Ali Genedi and Saed Mahran. Most candidates were able to identify the failures of the
relationship as being due to Saed’s behaviour. However, the higher quality essays focussed
on the two characters in the question. Lower scores were due to unfocussed approaches,
such as discussing all of Saed’s relationships and producing a simplistic narrative of the
storyline.

Teachers can maximise the performance of their candidates by providing effective feedback
from practice papers and mock examinations. Both teachers and candidates should resist
the temptation to neglect the question and produce their own generalised summary of the
novel.

Candidates and teachers should never rely on the film adaptation because this will confuse
the candidate and create plot gaps.

Instead, explore the novel with the use of:

e mind-maps - to understand the relationships between characters and events

e presentations

o reflective activities that will encourage candidates to think more independently

e accurate reference to the original text

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01
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Put a cross in the box indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer ().
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (%)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X).

You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 14.

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) [
Question 4(a) [
Question 5(a) [J
Question 6(a) X
Question 7(a) [
Question 8(a) [

Question 3(b) [J
Question 4(b) [J
Question 5(b) [
Question 6(b) 7
Question 7(b) [J
Question 8(b) [J

Answer space for your FIRST essay
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate answers the question directly and produces a
consistently relevant and accurate response.

This example illustrates the expectations of the examiner and
avoids the trap of generalised summaries of the storyline.

25 marks

Examiner Tip

Read the novel and do not rely on
the film. It may not be accurate.
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Question 6 (b)

This was a very popular question: candidates enjoyed comparing the relationships and
influence of the two women in Saed’s life.

The majority of the responses were of a high quality, by analysing each character and
providing logical arguments and points of view when reflecting on the relationships.
Candidates who scored fewer marks did not answer the question effectively and simply
provided a generalised narrative of the storyline.

Question7 (a)

Kalila and Dimnah fables help to explain morals, principles and themes, aiming to educate
the reader.

Candidates should make a summary of the story in the question and discuss the morals
raised about the three monks.

Some candidates lost marks by mixing characters and plots, forgetting the lesson of the
story and/or neglecting to explain how the story can/should be applied to modern life.
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Question 7 (b)

This question was chosen frequently by candidates mainly because it provided the freedom
to choose any of the fables in the collection. Candidates were required to develop a
summary, and elaborate on the morals behind the fable with a suggestion of its application
in modern times.

The majority of candidates performed well, with evidence that they had practised this type
of question thoroughly.
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The candidate has chosen an excellent fable and presents it with confidence.

The discussion and reflections are thoughtful, balanced and relevant for modern audiences.

Put a cross in the box indicating the SECOND question you have chosen to answer ().

If you change your mind, put a line through the box ()
and then indicate your new question with a cross ().

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) £ Question 3(b) £3
Question 4(a) Question 4(b) [
Question 5(a) £ Question 5(b) [
Question 6(a) £ Question 6(b) [
Question 7(a) 3 Question 7(b) &
Question 8(a) £ Question 8(b) {3

Answer space for your SECOND essay

............................... bV e AN s YN

OBV e arp S P e (BT e Bar s alus gel Aia)

b\ i) alllace conSN) N deddy AV S I 2

ot ad U5 Ltid b AL g p 3PN )0 F

48 GCE Arabic 6AR02 01




Answer space for your SECOND essay (continued) j
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Answer space for your SECOND essay (continued)

iy -
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Plus A

Examiner Comments OO Results@Ius

Areas of improvement for this candidate - -
would be to develop further the range of Examiner Tip
vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Candidates need to read the question
25 marks

carefully and plan the essay before writing.
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Question 8 (a)

This question asked candidates to discuss the role and influence of three members of
Ismael’s family on his life, from the novel "The Lamp of Um Hashim" by Yahya Haqgqi.

Generally, this question was well answered and candidates avoided simply summarising

the general storyline. However, there was a number of low-scoring candidates who
demonstrated a lack of familiarity with the novel. They referred to events and locations that
were exclusive to the film adaptation eg the settings of Germany and Holland.
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An example of a very good response, with general strength in all areas.

Put a cross in the box indicating the SECOND question you have chosen to answer ().
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ()
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) [
Question 4(a) £J
Question 5(a) (1
Question 6(a) ]
Question 7(a) I
Question 8(a) X

Question 3(b) [
Question 4(b) [
Question 5(b) [
Question 6(b) [J
Question 7(b) [
Question 8(b) [

Answer space for your SECOND essay
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate could have gained more marks A

by covering all of the key influences and O -
\ ResultsPlus

events of the chosen characters.
Examiner Tip

Furthermore, the planning and structure of
the essay requires further development to

improve clarity of some ideas and arguments. Teaching the novel should never rely on the

film because it often confuses the candidate.

23 marks
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Question 8 (b)
This question was selected by a minority of the cohort.

Apart from those who wrote a simplistic general narrative of Kandil Umm Hashim, the
responses were good and in line with the mark scheme.

These candidates were able to discuss successfully the descriptions made by the author and
reflect on the role the mosque played in the local area.
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Alhough few candidates chose this question, the sample here provides a representation of
the standard of essays received.

Put a cross in the box indicating the SECOND question you have chosen to answer ().
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (#)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number:

Question 3(a) [
Question 4(a) ]
Question 5(a) £
Question 6(a) [J
Question 7(a) [
Question 8(a) [

Question 3(b) [
Question 4(b) [
Question 5(b) 3
Question 6(b) 3
Question 7(b) 3
Question 8(b) X

Answer space for your SECOND essay
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ﬁ Results#lus

Examiner Comments

The content and knowledge conveyed by the candidate is
very high, but the choice of vocabulary and the grammatical
structures could be varied further to gain full marks.

25 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance this year, teachers and candidates are offered the following
advice.

e The most important issue that all teachers and candidates must address is grammar
and spelling. Often, there are responses where even basic grammar is non-existent; for
example, plural, dual, verb conjugations, use of preposition words (if, but, for, etc)

e The Specification provides a list of all of the essential grammar for GCE Arabic. To train
candidates for spelling proficiency, perhaps dictation could be incorporated into lessons.
The benefits will be correct spelling and phonetic awareness. Candidates should be able
to differentiate between j-b-o-lb-I-g-3-3-3-o--d etc

e Handwriting is a continuing issue each year. Candidates need to improve the clarity of
their writing

e (Candidates are advised that the spaces provided in the answer booklet are more than
enough to produce an appropriate response

e Teachers must stress that candidates should follow all instructions provided, including
the exclusive use of black ink pens. The use of corrective fluid (eg Tipp-Ex or Liquid
Paper) is strictly not allowed and crossing-out should be limited to a single, neat line
through the intended word or sentence

e The specification is clear and has enough information and it should be followed
accordingly. In addition, past papers are made available for effective preparation, to
avoid the same mistakes being made by some candidates every year
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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