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Introduction
The paper was set to cover all areas of the specification. It comprises three sections testing 
reading and writing, translation and continuous writing. 

With the exception of a small number in general, candidates responded well to all of 
the questions. The Quality of Language (QoL) marks have improved for the majority of 
candidates.  

This year, most candidates seemed to respond well to the topics, especially to Question (Q) 
7, which they found close to their day-to-day life.

The paper was comparable with that of previous years, although some able candidates 
appeared to find it easier.

Performance this year was good. There were some excellent responses in all questions, 
especially Q7. This seemed to appeal to candidates, because the Internet, communication, 
mobile phones and technology are candidates’ favorite topics. The wording of the question 
allowed the majority of candidates to write about their views, thoughts and sometimes 
personal experience. Most were able to cover all three bullet points in the task and, more 
specifically, they all managed to develop very well the problems that such technology 
causes. The solutions paragraph was not developed as well as the other two. Candidates 
who used appropriate vocabulary in well-structured language were able to secure higher 
marks.

Language was generally good, but less able candidates made a lot of errors. Basics things 
like the difference between a noun and a verb, or mixing letters like (ك and ق  or even worse 
.Some candidates put a Tanween on a verb .( ط and ت
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Question  1
This is a multiple choice question. The topic concerned youth and voluntary work. It 
seemed that some candidates were not familiar with some terms, but in general, candidates 
answered this question well. It seemed that many candidates used key words to guess the 
answers.
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Question  2
This question used the same passage as the previous question. This question tested 
vocabulary and grammar.

Most candidates completed this question successfully but many were confused by the  
 which was attached to the word, in Q2 (e). This exposed the lack of teaching of ,(رجلا  مال)
fundamental grammar. Candidates should have had this type of exercise explained to them 
because there were similar exercises in past papers. 
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Question  3
Although quite a large number of students completed this exercise correctly, others did not 
put a vowel on all of the letters.  Some candidates put a Tanween on a word with (لا) or 
even on a verb, at times. 

The majority of candidates did not remember to include the hamzat al wasel (لصولا ةزمه) on 
the five different occasions that it occurred in this exercise. Some candidates did not read 
the rubric carefully; they only vocalised the last letter, which reduced their marks. Some 
candidates put two vowels on the letter.
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This is an example of a candidate who did 
not read the rubric carefully; they only 
vocalised the last letter, which reduced 
their marks.

Total = 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Always read the rubric and 
vocalise sitting upright.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a candidate who did 
not vocalise accurately.

There cannot be more than one vowel on 
a letter. 

Total = 2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question  4
The text concerned the Arab world and was a straightforward text. 

This was a gap-filling question. It tested both understanding of the text and application of 
language in the form of grammar and vocabulary knowledge.

Candidates managed to complete the first three gaps correctly but quite a large number 
confused the last two. Some candidates not only answered them incorrectly but also showed 
a lack of knowledge of fundamental grammar, eg they inserted a verb where it was obvious 
that the gap required a noun.

Answering this question correctly requires a good understanding of the text and knowledge 
of grammar and synonyms.

This is a good example.

Total = 5 marks

Examiner Comments

Read the text carefully before you attempt the 
question. Remember that you have to use the 
words from the box, not your own words. 

Examiner Tip
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Question  5
This question comprised five parts, each of which was worth two marks. 

Overall, most candidates applied a great knowledge of the language and answered very 
well, except for part Q5 (d).  Very few candidates answered this part correctly. It might have 
been due to the fact that it was close to Q5 (c). 

This question concerned countries to where the olive trees were transferred from 
Syria. Instead, answers related to countries that use olive and olive oil in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

(ةماع طسوتملا رحبلل يقرشلا لحاسلا نادلب يف تاعانصلاو ةمعطألا بلغأ يف نالخدي هتيزو نوتيزلا نأل)
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This is an excellent response. 

Neat, clear, correct answers and good 
language.

There are marks for the question 
responses and separate marks for QoL.

(a) = 2 marks

(b) = 2 marks

(c) = 2 marks

(d) = 2 marks

(e) = 2 marks

QoL = 5 marks

Total = 15 marks

Examiner Comments

Like the previous question, you need to 
read the text well. You also need to read 
all of the questions, so that you have a 
general idea about all of the questions 
and avoid using the information to 
answer more than one of them.

Examiner Tip
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Question  6
This text was about education. Most terms were familiar to the candidates. 

Candidates managed to translate most of this text well. Some found it difficult to translate 
“alkhalwa”, which, in fact, they did not need to translate but only transcribe.

Many students had difficulty with translating ('it is a building which is made using local 
materials' and 'it is attached to the mosque'). These two phrases discriminated well and 
highlighted the difference between an A and a B candidate. 

A few candidates did not translate but rather gave the meaning of the text in English. Some 
candidates used a lot of paraphrasing, which resulted in them losing marks because there is 
a mark for every phrase in the text.
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This candidate missed two lines that are easy to 
translate. This shows a lack of concentration.

Total  = 7 marks

Examiner Comments
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This is a very good translation. The candidate 
gave a full transfer of the meaning. It reflects 
good knowledge of terms and idioms. Correct 
spelling and grammar.

Total = 9 marks

Examiner Comments

Always read the whole text before you start 
translating it. Make sure you translate every 
sentence to avoid losing marks. 

Do not paraphrase or gloss over.

Examiner Tip
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Question  7
This was the continuous writing question, where candidates were instructed to write 220-
270 words on the given topic. 

The topic was technology as part of youth culture. 

The topic of technology proved to be popular with candidates who seemed to identify with 
it. Most candidates answered well, with many of them giving excellent responses and some 
gave personal experience. Even the less able candidates managed to produce some good 
information and reasonable material.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

•	 Candidates should read the comprehension text before attempting the questions. Revisit 
the text whilst answering, to make sure you understand the right information

•	 For the vocalisation, candidates should practise by using questions from past papers. 
International candidates are especially advised to do this, because it was noticed that 
even the more able candidates did not do well in this question

•	 Candidates are advised to read the rubric for each question so that they do not lose 
marks unnecessarily

•	 Candidates must not exceed the word limit.  Those who do so risk losing focus on the 
question concerned and then being short of time subequently.

•	 Teachers are advised to read the report on the examination, cover all topics and use 
past papers for practice to ensure that candidates are familiar with the rubric and 
questions

•	 Authentic material from magazines, newspapers and other sources should be used by 
centres
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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