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Introduction
In this qualification, candidates are required to demonstrate skills in advanced level 
Standard Arabic reading and in the transfer of meaning from English into Standard Arabic.

To promote research and a greater knowledge and understanding of Arabic culture and/
or society, candidates must produce two Arabic-language essays in response to questions 
related to their chosen topic(s) and/or text(s).

Section A is a comprehension task, and answers to each question should be extracted from 
the text. A large number of candidates achieved high marks in this. Those who did not, 
lost marks due to omitting questions or they did not read the text fully and did not give 
themselves time to understand it. The average candidate was not penalised for grammar or 
spelling errors.

Section B is a translation task: candidates transfer the meaning of a given text from 
English into Arabic. The majority of candidates achieved this successfully; however, perhaps 
teachers could use a variety of texts for translation practice to assist candidates.

Section C is divided into categories: Topics and Text. There are six questions (or sets) in 
two parts, ‘a’ and ‘b’. Candidates must answer only ‘a’ or ‘b’, from two questions of their 
choosing. Answering ‘a’ and ‘b’ of one question will result in a loss of marks equivalent to 
producing only one essay; this is explained in the specification and on the question paper.

The Culture and Social topics produced very good responses but almost a third of candidates 
based their answers on personal experience. These answers lacked substantiation or varied 
points of view.

The text questions resulted in some excellent essays, yet still some candidates forgot to 
answer the question and instead wrote a narrative of the novel or even worse, of the film 
adaptation. It is the duty of teachers to train candidates on how to respond effectively 
to the questions, and avoid these errors. It has been observed that a sizeable number of 
candidates fail to follow the clear instructions provided, and will exceed word count limits by 
over 100% eg instead keeping to the 350 limit, they will write an essay of 700 words.

The answer booklet is well designed and is more than enough to answer each question fully 
for maximum rewardable marks. Candidates should never need extra pages.

Candidates who have Urdu or Farsi as their first language must be taught that these 
scripts are not acceptable for Arabic; teachers must comply with this requirement. If 
a candidate is incapable of writing Arabic (Naskh Script), then a word processor must be 
provided for that candidate.    
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Question 1
The text provided an opportunity for all candidates to gain substantial marks. The average 
candidate responded positively to most parts of the question, excellent candidates answered 
all of the questions and a small cohort found the questions more challenging.

A good response demonstrated fluency and a strong command of Arabic. It has been 
observed that a common barrier for some candidates is a poor level of spelling and 
grammar skills.

Section A: Reading and Writing. These are the comprehension questions, based on a 200-
word extract from an authentic Arabic magazine article discussing effective educational 
methods. A total of 14 marks is available; each sub-question is worth one mark.  

Spelling and grammar are not examined in this section: all marks are given for extracting 
the relevant information to answer the questions. 

It is stated in the section's instructions that candidates should answer the questions from 
the text, which means no inference or personal views.
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  The text provided an opportunity for all candidates to gain 
substantial marks. The average candidate responded positively 
to most parts of the question, excellent candidates answered all 
of the questions and a small cohort found Question 1(f) more 
challenging.

Examiner Comments

Read the text carefully, and, when answering each sub-
question, make sure that your response is fulfilling its 
requirement.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Section B: Translation. Question Two requires the student to transfer accurately the 
meaning of a 100-word passage from English into Arabic, showing awareness of nuance 
and idiom with a range of structure.  ‘An old Arab tradition’ explains the ancient Arab sport 
of camel racing and its modern interpretation with robotic jockeys and huge sums of prize 
money.  

Answers were generally good, with accurate translations much of the time. Common 
errors were mainly with the transmission of some parts of the text, a lack of flow and/or 
grammatical, structural and lexical mistakes. 

Occasionally, when a word such as ‘robot’ is well-known but the Arabic equivalent is not, the 
Arabic translation is provided below the text. However, some candidates neglected to use 
this, and lost marks by using the English word in the Arabic translation.   

There was evidence of a lack of practice with past papers, not following instructions, and 
some candidates failed to translate the title and wasted time with vocalisations. 

This excellent candidate follows all instructions, and demonstrates a good command of the 
language, focussing on transfer of meaning and keeping to appropriate structures for the 
target language. 
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A high level of accuracy, lexical knowledge and grammatical 
awareness. 

Common translation errors for some candidates were as follows:
"Whip" = cane, stick, material or cotton. 
"Camel" = horse
"Million" = billion
"Dollars" = pound, dirham
"Wireless" = without cotton, no wire
"for centuries" = for years, for decades
10 marks

Examiner Comments

When the translation is of high 
quality, the translation can be 
read with the impression that 
it is in the original language, 
flowing naturally.  

Examiner Tip
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A sample of a poor result
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The candidate could not transfer the correct meanings due 
to lack of vocabulary and practice. Unfortunately, there were 
many mistakes in grammar and spelling demonstrating a lack 
of awareness of plural, past tense, present tense and mixing 
between nominatives and adjectives.
6 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates must practise and enrich their vocabulary 
list and read modern texts from newspapers and 
magazines. Make sure when translating the text to look 
again, focussing on constructions of sentences, spelling 
and grammar.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Candidates were required to write an essay about two different political systems used in the 
Arab world. 

Responses should discuss two different systems of governance in the Arab world, the 
similarities and differences, and compare the benefits and disadvantages for the chosen 
countries and citizens. 

Candidates are expected to mention their preferred system and why, eg Iraq: Parliamentary 
Constitutional Republic, Egypt: A Presidential Constitutional Republic, Morocco: 
Constitutional Monarchy, Oman: Sultanate Monarchy, Saudi Arabia: Absolute Monarchy, 
Syria: Republic Dictatorship, United Arab Emirates: Federation of Absolute Principalities. 

Constitutional Republics and Monarchies are generally democratic in theory, where citizens 
have elected representatives and heads of State (President or Prime Minister respectively).

Absolute Monarchies are ruled by a King, Prince, Sultan or Shiekh (or its female equivalent) 
with rights to appoint or dismiss ministers and make decisions unchallenged; some may rule 
their countries benevolently while others do so tyrannically.

Some candidates completely ignored the political aspects, and wrote about Islamic Law and 
social traditions instead; for example, comparing the laws between different Arab nations, 
such as permitting or forbidding the right of women to drive cars, or the social implications 
of wearing a veil.  

Other significant misunderstandings of some candidates compared the government of one 
Arab nation with that of the United Kingdom or France. 

An excellent response for content, with only a slight loss of marks for Quality of Language.
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An example of a candidate who misunderstood the requirements of the question, 
demonstrating poor content and a lack of organisation.

Improvements need to be made with organising and 
development, which do not always follow a logical path. 
24 marks

Examiner Comments

It is recommended that the grammatical list from AS 
Arabic is revised thoroughly during preparation, eg 
"Innah and Caana" and their sisters, feminine and 
masculine, broken plurals and duals.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates should name one Arab country and illustrate how the challenge is affecting it 

This candidate has ignored completely the question on political 
systems and has discussed two social systems, and women's 
rights for driving. The candidate's response generated very few 
rewardable marks. 
5 marks

Examiner Comments

Read the question, understand it and make sure that 
the answer addresses the topic. 
Candidates need to be aware of Arab civilisation, 
both modern and classical. Centres should ensure 
that the topics are covered broadly to help empower 
the candidate to develop opinions and reflections on 
common issues and important current affairs.

Examiner Tip
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politically, economically and socially.  They should be able to discuss a number of solutions 
such as: solar, geothermal, hydroelectric, nuclear technology, wind power, bio-fuel, etc.

A very good sample of a candidate response with excellent topical knowledge that is both 
factual and accurate.  It demonstrates both problems and solutions to declining oil reserves.
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Logically presented and systematic, with strong evidence of 
independent thought.
24 marks

Examiner Comments

It is recommended that the grammatical list from AS 
Arabic is revised thoroughly during preparation. eg 
"Innah and Caana" and their sisters, feminine and 
masculine, broken plurals and duals.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
The importance of historical sites in Arab countries - a question that should generate 
varied opinions depending on choice of country and richness of heritage. Many candidates 
produced well-planned essays demonstrating independent thought and differing points of 
view.

The core of the question is to talk about historical places that give access to all religions and 
cultures. If one talks about Makkah and Medina (KSA), Najaf (Iraq) or the Nativity Church in 
Bethlehem, these are not historical places, they are holy places as such, the followers of 
the respective religions and faiths will actively preserve these sites eg the KSA government 
has a specific department for just that purpose.

Historical places in Arab countries from civilisations such as Egyptians, Babylonians, 
Nabateeans, Romans, Greeks and Persians, statues and ancient buildings are for all people 
to visit and enjoy, regardless of background or faith, and are internationally important for 
human achievement.

An example of a below-average candidate, with a response that is largely of a general 
nature. They do not answer the question directly and consequently lose significant marks.   
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The major mistake of this candidate is to write about Makkah 
and Madina, two holy sites that receive the maximum care and 
attention from the government. This misunderstanding lost so 
many marks because it did not answer the question. 
16 marks

Examiner Comments

The candidate needs to read the question carefully and 
plan the essay before writing. They should include all 
of the requirements of the question to achieve the best 
possible score. This candidate looses a chance of higher 
marks because the essay is unbalanced.
Familiarising yourself with each of the topics in the 
specification will be of great advantage, otherwise such 
errors will occur.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b)
Calligraphy is one of the finest of the Arabic arts. Candidates should discuss its beauty, the 
different styles of calligraphy, its uses and their personal view on this type of art. A popular 
question, with some candidates demonstrating well-organised essays that were balanced 
and reflective. 

This example shows a demonstration of good subject knowledge by using technical terms 
and applying different points of view, with examples.
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The candidate explains their views and knowledge effectively; 
types, styles, uses, and positive effects on many aspects of life.
25 marks

Examiner Comments

To produce essays of the same or better quality as this 
example, candidates must expand their knowledge on 
the topics of the specification, ultimately to enrich the 
quality of their choices and content.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
The candidate is free to choose any technology such as the internet, and its accessibility 
with computers or smart-phones. The use of services like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, BBM, 
Whatsapp, snapchat and other social media has removed geographical and social barriers 
and allows communication with anyone, anywhere around the world, in seconds. The 
candidate is free to choose one or more communication technologies, express their opinion 
of it/them and discuss the positive and negative affects it has introduced into society and 
the way we communicate.

Some candidates were confused between two terms: Communication and Transportation. In 
Arabic, both words are from the same root, Wassal, and there is a big difference between 
Etisalat and Mowassalat. It is surprising, considering that Etisalat is a very large mobile 
phone service provider in the Arab world. 

This candidate demonstrates good knowledge of the topic in their response, choosing a 
selection of types of communication, explaining the advantages and disadvantages and the 
effects on society.
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This candidate would have scored higher marks for content if 
they had planned their response with a basic Introduction, 
Subject and Conclusion format. With some relevant points 
they would be able to substantiate opinions and reflections, 
using coherent stuctures.
24 marks

Examiner Comments

Teachers should conduct lessons that survey current 
trends and issues for youth culture in the class or 
school. This will generate many features and opinions 
from the candidates themselves, which will then be 
useful during the exam when balancing the response 
with different views and effects on society.
Remember that this is from the view of the Arab 
world, not that of Europe or America for example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b)
The candidate is free to choose any Arab woman in the last 50 years (1965-2014), and 
write about her character, achievements in serving her country, and the candidate’s opinion.  
Possible examples: Jordan, Princess Sumaya, Queen Rania; Egypt, Murvet Talawi, Sudan 
Zeinab Badawi; UAE, Shiekha Jawha; Kuwait, Suad Sabahi; Bahrain, Shiekha Sharbeka; 
and Qatar, Shiekha Mouza.

Some candidates did not answer the question, because they chose Khadijah, Aisha, Fatima, 
even Hawwa (Eve); worse still, one candidate even wrote an essay about the Prophet 
Mohamed. Such candidates scored zero for content, organisation and Quality of Language. 

Other candidates gave an impressive account of national figures, such as Belquis Fathy 
(Yemen), Nancy Ajram (Lebanon), Dalal Doub (UAE), Sonia Hashimi (Qatar), Queen Rania 
(Jordan), Shiekha Mouza (Qatar); these achieved high scores. 

Choosing religious figures was to forget the last 50 years restriction of the question, 
especially as some were thousands of years ago. This was an avoidable mistake because 
the question was open to all Arabic countries and fields of achievement (music, art, media, 
academic, political or social). 

This candidate chooses a national figure from Somalia (an Arab League country), a lady of 
great achievement and struggle in her society and politics.
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Well-balanced with a very good plan, biography, achievements 
and the effects on civil life. 
25 marks

Examiner Comments

Choose a real person, because all accounts are 
checked.
Remember to read the question carefully. Do not forget 
that when answering the question, the six magic words 
are: Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)
This question asks the candidate to discuss the circumstances and situations of Said 
Mahran's behaviour, from the novel "The thief and the dogs" by Naguib Mahfouz.

The candidate should substantiate the reasons why his behaviour and character changed. 
Included in the answer must be the events he experienced: The loss of his mother and the 
lack of support he received from his closest associates; his best friend, Alesh, deceived 
him - even after Said had helped him a lot - by plotting with Said’s wife and framing him 
for a crime he did not commit. After leaving prison and going to visit his daughter Sanna, 
she rejected him. Another close friend, Raouf (a communist /socialist), encouraged Said to 
steal from his employer to fund care for his mother’s illness, later becoming Said’s biggest 
enemy.

The candidate could mention Said’s anger/negative attitude against society, because the 
woman he loved, Nour, became a victim of neglect and lack of assistance from the society 
they lived in.

This example demonstrates the cost of not following the instructions of the question. 
Candidates were asked to produce an article of 250-350 words, giving the causes of his 
behavioural changes with analysis and logical justifications, and demonstrating independent 
thought.



GCE Arabic 6AR02 01 35
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This response is not an article, but a summary/narrative of 
the whole story, mixing the events in the film and the novel 
together. It is obvious that the candidate did not read the novel, 
only the study guide and film. 
14 marks

Examiner Comments

The candidate must read the original text, study the 
characters and events, the themes, relationships 
between characters, the places and times.
This technical knowledge is essential to succeed in the 
examination.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has demonstrated that they have excellent knowledge, and answered the 
question. 
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This candidate successfully avoided the common mistake of 
producing a narrative of the whole story, making references 
to film-only scenes and events, and/or making weak 
analysis.  
Quality of Language provides 5 marks for fluency and varied 
communication, and this should be achieved throughout. 
There needs to be an excellent range of vocabulary, 
grammatical structures and many specialised terms relevant 
to the topic/text.
28 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates and teachers should never 
rely on the film adaptation as this 
will confuse the candidate and create 
plot gaps; ultimately this will lead to 
significant losses of marks.
Read the novel first, then analyse 
with study guides to understand the 
technical features and dynamics of 
the story.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b)
The candidate should mention some of the following places and times: The mosque, the 
block of flats, his flat with his wife, the prison, Nour’s flat, the pub, Raouf’s house and the 
cemetery. The candidate must analyse and explain how these places influenced Said’s life 
and character.

Candidates will lose many marks if they choose to write a narrative of the story, regardless 
of the actual question requirement and/or logical analysis, and personal views. 

Question 7 (a)
Kalila and Dimnah fables, a question of morals, principles and themes, aiming to educate 
the reader. 

The candidate should make a summary of the story and explain the relationship between 
the Lion and the Donkey, and how the Jackal deceived the donkey. The moral of the story is 
that when something is achieved, it must be protected. An example from modern life could 
be the person who worked hard to get a job, then later became lazy and unprofessional, 
eventually losing the job.

Candidates lose marks by mixing characters and plots, forgetting the lesson of the story 
and/or neglecting to explain how the story can/should be applied to modern life.  

Question 7 (b)
The candidate is free to choose a story from Kalila and Dimnah and apply it to good 
behaviour, listening to others and the candidate’s own opinion. 

Some candidates forgot to address the theme of the fable, and/or fabricating a story 
without a moral to learn from. 
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Question 8 (a)
This question asks candidates to discuss the circumstances and situations of Ismael's 
behaviour, from the novel "The Lamp of Um Hashim" by Yahya Haqqi.

Candidates should explain the importance of the Lamp among the villagers, and provide an 
opinion and analysis of this type of tradition, culture and reverence. Candidates should link 
the healing belief of the oil from the Lamp of Sayyda Zeynab (Umm Hashim) and that they 
will somehow receive blessings from the saint by using it.

Candidates were asked to produce an article of 250-350 words, giving the causes of his 
behavioural changes with analysis and logical justifications, demonstrating independent 
thought.
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This candidate successfully avoided the common mistake of 
producing a narrative of the whole story, making references to 
film-only scenes and events, and/or making weak analysis.  
Quality of Language provides 5 marks for fluency and varied 
communication, and this should be achieved throughout. There 
needs to be an excellent range of vocabulary, grammatical 
structures and many specialised terms relevant to the topic/
text.
26 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates and teachers should never rely on the 
film adaptation because this will cause the candidate 
confusion and plot gaps; ultimately leading to 
significant losses of marks.
Read the novel first, then analyse with study guides to 
understand the technical features and dynamics of the 
story.  

Examiner Tip
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This response is not an article, but a summary/narrative of the whole story, mixing the 
events in the film and the novel together. It is obvious that the candidate did not read 
the novel, only the study guide and film.
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The candidate must read the original text, study the characters 
and events, the themes, relationships between characters, the 
places and times.
 14 marks

Examiner Comments

Technical knowledge is essential to succeed in this 
examination.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b)
The question requires the candidate to discuss how science and faith can work together. 
Traditionally they cannot work separately because they are related to culture and local 
traditions. The psychology of the placebo effect was forgotten by Dr Ismael, who trained in 
England as an ophthalmologist.

The villagers demonstrated their absolute faith in Sayyda Zeynab and the belief in the 
myths that praying to the shrine of her tomb would bring good fortune and blessings. 
Science, however, works differently. It develops on experiments and evidence, and religion 
plays no part in it. The candidate should differentiate between these two elements and 
support their point of view through the story. Science can often explain religion, if used with 
an open mind.

This candidate scored 23 marks, losing 5 marks due to lack of substantiation, personal 
views and several grammatical and spelling mistakes.

A lack of organisation and development also cost marks, which could be avoided with brief 
planning before writing the essay.
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This was a very popular question, with generally good answers. 
However, some candidates found it difficult to analyse the text, 
and wrote a narrative of the general story.
Even more marks were lost if this was based on the film. For 
example, saying that he trained in Germany is an absolute sign 
of dependence of the film adaptation.
 23 marks

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully, 
make a plan, understand the 
difference between writing a 
summary and an article. Always 
remember the six key questions 
when answering these 
questions: What, Who, Where, 
When, Why and How.
Read the story and never rely 
on the film.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 The most important issue that all teachers and candidates must address is grammar and 
spelling. Often, there are responses where even basic grammar is non-existent; for 
example, plural, dual, verb conjugations, use of preposition words (if, but, for, etc). 
The Specification provides a list of all of the essential grammar for GCE Arabic. To train 
candidates for spelling proficiency, perhaps dictation could be incorporated into lessons. 
The benefits will be corrective spelling and phonetic awareness. Candidates should be 
able to differentiate between ز-ظ-ت-ط-أ-ع-ذ-ز-د-ض-ق-ك etc. 

•	 Handwriting is a continuing issue each year. Candidates need to improve the clarity of 
their writing. Candidates with an Urdu or Farsi background should learn the significant 
differences between Arabic script and these other languages.

•	 Candidates are advised that the spaces provided in the answer booklet are more than 
enough to produce an appropriate response.

•	 Teachers must stress that candidates should follow all instructions provided, including 
the exclusive use of black ink pens. The use of corrective fluid (eg Tipp-Ex or Liquid 
Paper) is strictly not allowed and crossing-out should be limited to a single, neat line 
through the intended word or sentence.

•	 The Specification is clear and has enough information and it should be followed 
accordingly. In addition, past papers are made available for effective preparation, to 
avoid the same mistakes being committed by some candidates every year.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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